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CRUSADES 2000 


Welcome to this 
week's Trends 
Journal: 
"CRUSADES 2000: 
WHOSE SIDE IS 


YOUR GOD ON?" 


Are you ready to fight in the new “Holy 
War”? This is old news to Trends Journal 
subscribers and those who read my 
best-selling book Trends 2000, when I 
wrote "Crusades 2000 was set in motion 
by the 1917 Balfour Declaration that laid 
the foundation for Israel.” and “The formal 
battle lines had been drawn when Israel 
was created in 19487 


Fast Forward 


As Trends Journal subscribers well know, 
following the election of Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and what 
the mainstream media called his “extreme 
right-wing government” and his Judicial 
Reform act... a civil war was brewing in 
Israel, and we had warned that when all 
else fails Netanyahu would take the nation 
to war. He did! 


Yet, President Joe Biden and Congress, 
along with other Western allies have given 
their full approval to Israel to do whatever 
it must do to rid the world of Hamas and 
its supporters. Collateral damage and 
genocide be damned! 


At least 10,300 Palestinians have been 
killed - including 4,200 children. About 
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1,300 more children are believed to either 
be dead or trapped under the rubble and 
some 25,000 have been seriously 
wounded. 


The Biden administration has clearly 
aligned itself with Israel in this conflict, 
echoing former President George W. 
Bush's sentiment during the Iraq War: 
“You are either with us or with the 
terrorists.” 


On Saturday, Netanyahu invoked the Bible, 
referencing Amalek. This reference to 
scripture calls for the complete 
destruction of a rival nation. 


Gaza, before it was bombed into 
obliteration by Israel, was described as an 
open-air concentration camp. Tragically it 
is now known as the world's largest 
children’s graveyard. 


To promote Peace on Earth, Goodwill to 
All, please do what you can to make a 
generous tax-deductible donation to 
support Occupy Peace and/or The 
Universal Church of Freedom, Peace & 
Justice. 


If you don't make a donation, please do 
anything you can in any way you can to 
promote peace or else World War III will 
escalate and nuclear annihilation will be 
on the near horizon. 


Sincerely, 


Gerald Celente and the Trends Journal 
Team 
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TRENDS ON THE ECONOMIC AND MARKET 
FRONT 


? 


ECONOMIC UPDATE - MARKET OVERVIEW 


Worried about the economic future, what to invest in, and what to do? 
Never before in modern history will it be so important to look beyond the economic 
perimeter and understand the crucial megatrends shaping the future. 


Despite this month’s equity market bounce-back—minus a few wild cards such as the 
Bankster Bandits “Plunge Protection Team” rigging the markets, a dramatic lowering 
of interest rates and/or other fake market rigging and economic boosting scams—we 
maintain our forecast that the worst socioeconomic and geopolitical crisis has begun 
and the worst is yet to come. 
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Again, as we note above, “The world is going to shit in front of the eyes and ears for 
all to see and hear.” 


Remember the great Tony Bennett love song, “| left my heart in San Francisco?” 
Now it’s “My heart breaks in San Francisco.” 


Thanks to the arrogant political scumbags who launched the COVID War at the start 
of the new year 2020 and locked down the city and the ball-less little geeks who told 
all their workers to work at home, the place has turned into a hell hole. 


For three years —week after week in your Trends Journal we had forecast this would 
destroy not only San Francisco, but cities across the globe. 
Here is today’s “big news” Fox headline: 


Restaurants shut down ‘every week' on once booming San Francisco 
street: 'Drug abuse and vandalism' 

Valencia Street businesses have fallen '30% and 50% compared to summer 
2022,' per the report. 


Again, the devastation inflicted upon the lives and livelinoods of billions caused by the 
politicians’ three-year COVID War is incalculable. But now, all those that did not see it 
coming are making a big deal out of what is happening without pointing fingers at and 
condemning the power-hungry low-life politicians and the bureacraps that made it 
happen. 


This was the front-page cover of yesterday’s New York Post: 


LEAN STREETS 

NYC’s post-COVID recovery among worst, foot traffic down 33% 

Foot traffic in New York City’s business districts is still down 33% from what it 
was before the COVID-19 pandemic—one of the lowest recovery rates in the 
country, a new survey reveals. New York’s 66% recovery rate ranked 54th out of 
66 cities surveyed. 


Foot traffic in New York City’s business districts is still down 33% from what it 
was before the COVID-19 pandemic—one of the lowest recovery rates in the 
country, a new survey reveals. 


They go on to note that “remote office work has caused a dramatic drop in foot traffic 
in Gotham’s business districts.” 


Duh, 


no shit? Really? We had only forecast this for over three years ago that the 


lockdowns would make remote work a new way of life and that there would be an 
Office Building Bust and that businesses that depended on commuters would go out 
of business as fewer people went back to the offices. See: 


“THE NEW LIFE OF LOCKDOWN?” (19 May 2020) 

“REMOTE WORK = COMMERCIAL BUST” (2 Jun 2020) 

“TRENDS IN REAL ESTATE” (5 Jan 2021) 

“HOUSING & REAL ESTATE BUST” (14 Jul 2020) 

“COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE: BOOM OR BUST?” (25 May 2021) 

“DELOITTE ABANDONS MORE LONDON OFFICE SPACE” (26 Apr 2022) 
“APPLE, NEW YORK TIMES DELAY WORKERS’ RETURN TO THE OFFICE” (24 
May 2022) 

“GM SOFTENS BACK-TO-THE-OFFICE REQUIREMENT AFTER WORKER 
BACKLASH” (6 Oct 2022) 

“BUSINESS OFFICE BUST: MAJOR DEVELOPERS ON HOLD” (15 Nov 2022) 
“AS FORECAST: BUSINESS OFFICE BUST BEGINS TO BITE” (20 Dec 2022) 
“TOP TREND 2023: OFFICE BUILDING BUST” (3 Jan 2023) 

“SPOTLIGHT: TOP TREND 2023, OFFICE BUILDING BUST” (17 Jan 2023) 
“TOP TREND 2023, OFFICE BUILDING BUST: D.C. IS DEAD” (31 Jan 2023) 
“TOP TREND 2023, OFFICE BUILDING BUST: OFFICE OCCUPANCY HALF OF 
WHAT IS USED TO BE” (7 Feb 2023) 

“TOP TREND 2023, OFFICE BUILDING BUST: MANHATTAN LOSING $12.4 
BILLION A YEAR AS EMPLOYEES WORK FROM HOME?” (21 Feb 2023) 
“AMAZON TELLS WORKERS TO BE IN THE OFFICE AT LEAST THREE DAYS A 
WEEK” (21 Feb 2023) 

“TOP TREND 2023, OFFICE BUILDING BUST: TOP PRIVATE EQUITY FIRM 
DEFAULTS ON TWO OFFICE TOWER LOANS” (21 Feb 2023) 
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e “SPOTLIGHT, TOP TREND 2023: OFFICE BUILDING BUST” (28 Feb 2023) 

“TOP TREND 2023, OFFICE BUILDING BUST: THE COMMERCIAL REAL 

ESTATE FACE OFF” (28 Mar 2023) 

“SPOTLIGHT, TOP TREND 2023: OFFICE BUILDING BUST” (4 Apr 2023) 

“SPOTLIGHT: OFFICE BUILDING BUST” (18 Apr 2023) 

“SPOTLIGHT: OFFICE BUILDING BUST” (25 Apr 2023) 

“SPOTLIGHT: OFFICE BUILDING BUST” (2 May 2023) 

“TOP TREND 2023, OFFICE BUILDING BUST: PRICE OF HEDGING INTEREST 

RATES WALLOPS OFFICE LANDLORDS” (9 May 2023) 

“SPOTLIGHT, TOP TREND 2023: OFFICE BUILDING BUST” (16 May 2023) 

“SPOTLIGHT: TOP TREND 2023, OFFICE BUILDING BUST” (23 May 2023) 

“SPOTLIGHT, TOP TREND 2023: OFFICE BUILDING BUST” (6 Jun 2023) 

“TOP TREND 2023: OFFICE BUILDING BUST” (13 Jun 2023) 

“SPOTLIGHT, TOP TREND 2023: OFFICE BUILDING BUST” (20 Jun 2023) 

“TOP TREND 2023, OFFICE BUILDING BUST: INVESTORS BACK AWAY FROM 

DOWNTOWN PROJECTS” (27 Jun 2023) 

e “TOP TREND 2023, OFFICE BUILDING BUST: EMPTY OFFICES MULTIPLY IN 
SILICON VALLEY” (27 Jun 2023) 

e “TOP TREND 2023, OFFICE BUILDING BUST: OREGON’S LARGEST CITY 

LOSING POPULATION” (5 Jul 2023) 

“SPOTLIGHT, TOP TREND 2023: OFFICE BUILDING BUST” (11 Jul 2023) 

“SPOTLIGHT, TOP TREND 2023: OFFICE BUILDING BUST” (18 Jul 2023) 

“SPOTLIGHT, TOP TREND 2023: OFFICE BUILDING BUST” (25 Jul 2023) 

“TOP TREND 2023, OFFICE BUILDING BUST: TENANTS SIGNING MORE 

OFFICE LEASES BUT FOR LESS SPACE” (12 Sep 2023) 

“SPOTLIGHT, TOP TREND 2023: OFFICE BUILDING BUST” (3 Oct 2023) 

“SPOTLIGHT, TOP TREND 2023: OFFICE BUILDING BUST” (10 Oct 2023) 

“SPOTLIGHT, TOP TREND 2023: OFFICE BUILDING BUST” (17 Oct 2023) 

“SPOTLIGHT, TOP TREND 2023: OFFICE BUILDING BUST” (24 Oct 2023) 


Worldly Worries 


We note the COVID War, brought to you by Beijing in January 2020 on its Chinese 
Lunar New Year, “The Year of the Rat,” because, again, the damage that it has inflicted 
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on the lives and livelihoods of billions across the planet is incalculable. And the 
Chinese, who imposed three years of zero-COVID policy are paying the price. 


Yesterday, Beijing reported that its October exports drop was worse than what The 
Street had forecast, falling 6.4 percent in dollar terms from a year ago. 


On the upside, imports rose by 3 percent from last October, while the overall GDP of 
the world’s second largest economy in the third quarter was 4.9 percent... just a 
fraction off its 5 percent target. 


Doing what they can to increase domestic sales, the government is pumping in more 
fake money. CNBC reported last week that “Chinese authorities late Tuesday 
announced one of the biggest changes to the national budget in years, along with the 
issuance of 1 trillion yuan in ($137 billion) in government bonds.” 


Try as they may, it will do little to regenerate the economic growth they had before the 
COVID War. 


Indeed, no longer reported by the Chinese government is the youth unemployment 
rate (16 to 24) which hit a record-high 21.3 percent in September. 


And as we have detailed weekly, the Chinese economy from top to bottom, from real 
estate to luxury goods and financial investments are going down. 


Again, old news to Trends Journal subscribers, but front-page news in the 
mainstream media, today The Wall Street Journal headline is: 


Foreign Firms Stop Reinvesting In China, Pulling Billions Out 
SINGAPORE —For years, foreign companies plowed the profits they made in 
China back into China, using the cash to finance new hiring and investment as its 


giant economy expanded rapidly. 


Now, as growth slows and tensions between Beijing and Washington rise, they 
are pulling those profits out. 
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Foreign firms yanked more than $160 billion in total earnings from China during 
six successive quarters through the end of September, according to an analysis 
of Chinese data, an unusually sustained run of profit outflows that shows how 
much the country’s appeal is waning for foreign capital. The torrent of earnings 
leaving China pushed overall foreign direct investment in the world’s 
second-largest economy into the red in the third quarter for the first time in a 
quarter of a century. 


The outflows add to pressure on the yuan when the central bank is battling to 
slow its decline as investors sour on Chinese stocks and bonds and new 
investment in China is scarce. The yuan has depreciated 5.7% against the... 


So there you got it. Besides Beijing’s zero-COVID policy destroying the nation, with 
interest rates way down in China and high in the U.S. and EU, the big investors are 
putting their money as safe-haven assets in the West. And as WSJ notes, “Chilly 
relations between Beijing and the U.S.-led West have pushed global companies to 
rethink their supply chains and exposure to China.” 


And then, of course is the growing tension between the U.S. and its “allies” who 
demand that China do not take over Taiwan... which is also making investments in 
China risky. “Recent surveys of U.S., European and Japanese companies in China 
show executives are souring on new investments there,” and “foreign direct 
investment in China was negative in the third quarter, with outflows of capital 
exceeding inflows by $11.8 billion—the first negative quarter in balance-of-payments 
data that start in 1998.” 


Ukraine War 
After being a front-page headline since February 2022 when the Ukraine War broke 
out, now with the Israel War making the headlines, the economic damage inflicted 


upon the public as a result of the sanctions America and its allies put on Russia which 
spiked oil, gas and other commodities prices... is long forgotten. 
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And beyond the inflationary pressures that have resulted, the wide range of 
socioeconomic and geopolitical implications as a result of the Ukraine War, while not 
being reported, was in fact the beginning of WWIII. 


Again, as we note above, “The world is going to shit in front of the eyes and ears for 
all to see and hear.” 


Israel War 


Making a very bad WWIII situation worse, now there is the Israel War which officially 
began on 7 October when Hamas attacked Israel. Again, what led up to the Hamas 
attack, what was going on for some 75 years since Israel became a state is ancient 
history for the masses, the politicians and the mainstream media. But as you well 
know we have been detailing in The Trends Journal for decades and we had forecast 
Middle East Meltdown as one our Top Trends for 2023. 


So where is the economy going? Along with much of the world, if the current trends 
are not reversed, it will go to hell... along with WWIII going nuclear. 


Tracking Trends is the understanding of where we are and how we got here to see 
where we are going. 


And as we have briefly detailed in this week’s ECONOMIC UPDATE, but greatly 
detailed in The Trends Journal, 2020 was the year the world changed with the COVID 
War, then declined more with the Ukraine War - the start of WWII|—and now the Israel 
War. 


TREND FORECAST: Considering what in the world is going on, we maintain our 
forecasts that gold and cryptocurrencies, especially bitcoin, will be the premier 
safe-haven assets. 


And as we have briefly detailed in this week’s ECONOMIC UPDATE, but greatly 
detailed in The Trends Journal, 2020 was the year the world changed with the COVID 
War. And now, with the Ukraine War which was the start of WWIIl—and now the Israel 
War—it continues to dramatically change on a steep downside. 
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LAST WEEK: FRIDAY RALLY CAPS “BEST WEEK OF THE YEAR” 


All three major U.S. stock indexes posted big gains Friday, lifting the Standard & 
Poor’s 500 index to its best week since November 2022 and giving both the Dow 
Jones Industrial Average and the NASDAQ their “biggest weekly percentage gains of 
the year,” The Wall Street Journal reported. 


Investors were cheered by three key developments. 


The U.S. Federal Reserve paused its campaign of rate increases and chair Jerome 
Powell hinted the campaign might be over. 


Also, the October jobs report showed hiring slowed, indicating that inflation might be 
cooling without crashing the economy into a recession, increasing the chances of the 
hoped-for “soft landing.” 


In addition, the treasury announced it needed to borrow less long-term debt than it 
had predicted. 


For the week, the Dow jumped 4.68 percent, the NASDAQ rocketed up 5.71 percent, 
and the S&P swelled by 5.29 percent. 


Ten of the S&P’s 11 sectors advanced. Only the energy sector retreated, sliding on 
Brent crude oil’s price, which fell back into the mid-$80s. 


“The jobs report was a Goldilocks report,” Anthony Saglimbene, chief market 
strategist at Ameriprise Financial. “We may be getting a soft landing.” 


On Friday, interest-rate futures traders were giving odds as high as 95 percent that the 
Fed would not raise rates at its December meeting, up from 79 percent a day earlier, 


according to CME Group. 


The 10-year treasury note’s yield dropped from 4.846 percent on 27 October to 4.557 
on 3 November, its sharpest weekly fall since March. 


14 


High yields on government bonds have lured investors out of stocks, offering them 
returns near 5 percent with virtually no risk. Also, high bond interest makes it more 
expensive for companies to borrow, raising the likelinood of less growth and smaller 
profits. 


As bond yields fall, stocks once again become more attractive. 


Gold’s continuous contract varied little over the week, beginning above the $2,000 
milestone at $2,005.60 and edging down to $1,999.90 at 5 p.m. U.S. EDT on 3 
November. 


Brent crude oil’s price slipped 5 percent to trade at $84.89 per barrel at 5 p.m. U.S. 
EDT on 3 November. The Mideast war did not grow beyond Gaza and Israel, easing 
fears of escalation that could disrupt oil flows out of the region. West Texas 
Intermediate, the benchmark for U.S. prices, followed Brent lower, losing 4.5 percent 
to $80.51. 


Bitcoin’s price stayed aloft through the week, gaining less than 0.1 percent and 
trading at $34,688.20 at 5 p.m. U.S. EDT on 3 November. 


Abroad, stocks shared U.S. equities’ joy. 


London’s FTSE went up 1.73 percent. The trans-European Stoxx 600 shot up 3.22 
percent. 


In Japan, the Nikkei 225 soared 4 percent and South Korea’s KOSPI gained 3.3 
percent. 


The Hang Seng index in Hong Kong rose 2.55 percent. On the Chinese mainland, the 
CSI Composite added 1.2 percent and the SSE Composite 0.7 percent. 
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YESTERDAY: DOW JONES GAINS AS ALL EYES REMAIN ON FED 


The Dow Jones Industrial Average closed up 34.54, or 0.10 percent, to 34,095.86 and 
the benchmark S&P 500 gained 7.64, or 0.18 percent, to 4,365.98. The tech-heavy 
Nasdag was up 40.50, or 0.30 percent, to 13,518.78. 


The feeling on The Street is still a wait-and-see approach to the Fed’s next move. 


Elsewhere, London’s FTSE was unchanged at 7,417.76 and the benchmark 
STOXX600 inched down 0.16 percent to 443.52. The Asian markets were in the green, 
with Japan’s Nikkei up 758.59, or 2.37 percent, to 32,708.48 and South Korea’s Kospi 
was up 134.03, or 5.66 percent, to 2,502.37. Hong Kong’s Hang Seng was up 302.47, 
or 1.71 percent, to 17,966.59. China’s Shanghai Composite was up 27.61, or 0.91 
percent, to 3,058.41 and the Shenzhen Component was up 217.67, or 2.21 percent, to 
10,071.56. 


TRENDPOST: Never mentioned in the mainstream is the fact that the commercial real 
estate bust is going to crash the banking system. Nobody wants to go back into an 
office to have to talk with coworkers you don’t even want to email. 


WeWork, once the Silicon Valley darling that was once New York City’s largest tenant, 
could be days away from declaring bankruptcy. 

“Some landlords might quickly accept lower rents from WeWork as part of a 
bankruptcy reorganization and keep doing business with any new entity that emerges, 
but others might have to fight in court to get anything,” The New York Times reported. 


This shows the desperation levels that these landlords face as the entire industry 
falters. 


OIL: Brent crude futures settled 29 cents, or 0.34 percent, to $85.18 a barrel and U.S. 
West Texas Intermediate closed the day up 31 cents, or 0.4 percent, at $80.82. 


Oil prices were impacted by Saudi Arabia and Russia’s decision to implement cuts in 
the market supply. Riyad announced it will continue its cut of 1 million barrels per day 


and Moscow will cut 300,000. 
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TRENDPOST: As /5/29/5 bombardment of Gaza continues, the oil market remains very 
volatile. But the market seemed to interpret comments from Hamas leader Sayyed 
Hassan Nasrallah as not interested in widening the conflict in the region. 


Oil traders also have the belief that the Federal Reserve will take its foot off the gas and 
ease with rate hikes after October showed a slowdown in job growth—with just 
150,000 new jobs added. Gerald Celente has long noted that the only reason the U.S. 
dollar is so strong is because of high interest rates, once they come down—the dollar 
will fall, making oil all the more attractive to foreign buyers. 


Celente said, “If Brent crude goes to $130 a barrel, the equities market and economies 
globally will crash. 


GOLD: Spot gold fell 0.7 percent to $1,979.19 by 2:41 p.m. ET after hitting $2,000 
level on Friday. U.S. gold futures settled 0.5 percent lower at $1,988.60, according to 
Reuters. 


TRENDPOST: The $2,000-mark continues to be a big hurdle for the precious 

metal. Gerald Celente has said gold prices should be much higher, but there have 
been a confluence of issues keeping the price from skyrocketing. The market optimism 
that there will not be a regional war in the Middle East means investors may not be 
attracted to its safe-haven appeal. The Presstitutes in the mainstream are also selling 
the bullshit that there could be a “soft landing.” Watch for gold to stay in the high 
$1,900 range until there is a significant false flag in either Ukraine or Israel. 


BITCOIN: The world’s most popular cryptocurrency was down $5.60, or 0.02 percent, 
to $35,032.50 as of 5 p.m. ET. 


Bitcoin benefited from signals that the Fed could pause future rate hikes after the jobs 
data on Friday. The crypto has gained over 25 percent in four weeks. 
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TODAY: DOW CONTINUES WINNING STREAK AS TREASURY YIELDS FALL 


The Dow Jones Industrial Average closed the day down 56.74, or 0.17 percent, to 
34,152.60 and the S&P 500 was down 12.40, or 0.28 percent, to 4,378.38. The 
tech-heavy Nasdaq Composite was up 121.08, or 0.90 percent, to 13,639.86. 


Treasury yields saw declines that propelled the S&P to its seventh-straight day of 
gains. The buzz on The Street is that the Federal Reserve could hold off on future rate 
hikes. 


Elsewhere, London’s FTSE was down 7.72, or 0.10 percent, to 7,410.04 and the 
STOXX 600 was down 0.71, or 0.16 percent, to 442.81. In Asia, Japan’s Nikkei was 
down 436.66, or 1.34 percent, to 32,271.82 and South Korea’s Kospi was down 58.41, 
or 2.33 percent, to 2,443.96. Hong Kong’s Hang Seng was down 296.43, or 1.65 
percent, to 17,670.16. The Shanghai Composite was down 1.14, or 0.04 percent, to 
3,057.27 and the Shenzhen Component was down 15.06, or 0.15 percent, to 
10,056.49. 


TRENDPOST: The central banksters are trying to make the case that a soft landing is 
possible. 


Austan Goolsbee, the Chicago Fed president, said in an interview, “Over the next 
couple of months, we might equal the fastest drop in inflation in the last century. So 
we're making progress on the inflation rate.” 


The Bigs continue to get bigger while the average American suffers. 

The Federal Reserve Bank of New York today announced that Americans now owe 
$1.08 trillion on their credit cards, which is $154 billion year over year. That means 
these debt holders have to shell out higher interest rate payments to satisfy their loans. 
CNBC reported that just about one-tenth of credit card users find themselves in 


“persistent debt,” which means an individual is charged more in interest and fees each 
year than they pay toward the principal. 
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OIL: Brent crude closed the day down $3.57, or 4.2 percent, to $81.61 per barrel and 
West Texas Intermediate was down $3.45, or 4.3 percent, settling at $77.37. 


Both Brent and WTI hit their lowest prices since July and were pulled lower because 
of China’s weak economic data. The International Monetary Fund warned that China’s 
housing sector is seeing prices fall and an increase in loan defaults. Gita Gopinath, the 
first deputy managing director of the fund, said that hopes for a recovery in the sector 
were thwarted by a second dip, The New York Times reported. 


Exports from China also fell for the sixth straight month. Exports fell by 6.4 percent 
year over year last month. 


TREND FORECAST: Oil is a wild card. Should the Israel War escalate, Brent Crude 
will spike to well over $100 per barrel. And we maintain our forecast that if Brent hits 
$130 per barrel, it will crash equity markets and economies across the globe. 


Indeed, the weak Chinese economic data is a glaring signal that the worst of the 
economic downturn has begun and an escalating WWIII will make a very bad situation 
much worse... thus, economies will not be able to cope with high energy costs. 


GOLD: Spot gold was down 0.48 percent to $1,968.0988 an ounce and U.S. gold 
futures were down 0.8 percent to $1,973.50. 


The precious metal fell to a two-week low as the U.S. dollar increased 0.48 percent. 
The expectation on The Street is that the Fed will keep interest rates in place. Once 
interest rates are lowered, watch for demand for the precious metal to increase. 


Gold prices increased since the start of the Israel war in Gaza—as investors looked for 
a safe haven investment—and hit a five-month high. 


TRENDPOST: It is worth noting that central banks continue to increase their gold 
reserves. The People’s Bank of China’s gold reserve rose by 740,000 troy ounces last 
month—which is about 23 tons, according to Bloomberg. The report noted that China 
now holds 2.215 tons of gold. 
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BITCOIN: The world’s most popular crypto was up $468.20, or 1.34 percent, to 
$35,527.60. 


Bitcoin is up nearly 27 percent for the month as investors expressed optimism that the 
Securities and Exchange Commission could be nearing the approval of a spot Bitcoin 
Exchange Traded Fund (ETF). 


TRENDPOST: While an SEC blessing for a bitcoin spot ETF could offer some 
investors comfort, it is worth noting that The Trends Journal has long warned that 
government oversight is anathema to many long-term investors who see the crypto as 
a way to break from “the system.” 


Arthur Hayes, the founder of BitMex, said in an interview that he is concerned if bitcoin 
ends up under the custody of a few institutions, U Today reported. 


The report said Hayes “suggested that these entities may prefer holding bitcoin in 
ETFs as it aligns with the state's interests, particularly in terms of taxation through 
inflation and servicing mounting debts. However, in such a setup, Bitcoin essentially 
becomes a financial asset rather than the decentralized currency it was intended to 
be.” 
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FED HOLDS RATES STEADY 


On 1 November, the U.S. Federal Reserve 
| announced it will continue to hold its key 
interest rates steady at 5.25 percent on 
deposits and 5.5 percent on loans. The 
Fed has not changed the rates since July. 


Fed chair Jerome Powell hinted the central 
bank might be done raising rates but left 
open the possibility of another rate bump later if inflation remains stubborn. “We are 
not confident yet that we have achieved such a stance,” he said. 


Consumer price inflation in the U.S. was clocked at 3.7 percent in September, down 
from a peak of 10.1 percent a year earlier. 


The Fed’s 18-month campaign of raising rates has worked its way through the 
economy and is slowing additional price increases, achieving the same effect as an 
additional Fed rate hike, economists say. 


Fed officials believe that their previous rate hikes will continue to bring inflation down 
to, or at least close to, their 2-percent annual target rate, The Wall Street Journal 
reported. 


“Tighter financial conditions for households and businesses are likely to weigh on 
economic activity, hiring, and inflation,” the Fed said |በ 8 1 November statement. 


Also, wage growth has slowed but remains quicker than before the COVID era. Supply 
and demand in the labor market have reached a “better balance,” Powell said, 
although “labor demand still exceeds the supply of workers.” 


A key aim of the Fed’s rate hikes this year has been to slow hiring and the rapid 
increase in worker pay. If workers keep getting raises, they tend to spend more 


money, which can push inflation faster. 
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Also, consumer spending adjusted for inflation jumped unexpectedly in September 
and the economy has grown stubbornly in the face of the Fed’s attempt to cut it down. 


“The full effects of our tightening have yet to be felt,” Powell told a 1 November press 
briefing. However, “given how far we’ve come, along with the uncertainties and risks 
we face, the [rate-setting] committee is proceeding carefully. 


“Slowing down [rate hikes] is giving us a better sense of how much more we need to 
do, if we need to do more,” he added. 


Those “full effects” are apparent across various segments of the U.S. economy. 


The rates are “flattening out” the housing market, Powell acknowledged, and are 
slowing business fixed investment. 


The Institute for Supply Management’s latest purchasing managers index (PMI) for 
manufacturing fell 2.7 points last month from September’s reading, registering 46.7 in 
October, the 12" consecutive month of decline. 


Readings below 50 indicate a contraction in business activity. 


Of six main U.S. manufacturing sectors, only the one encompassing foods, 
beverages, and tobacco products grew during the month, the institute reported. 


After Powell spoke, interest-rate futures traders pared back their bets that the Fed will 
raise its rates again in the current cycle, indicating a belief that the campaign of rate 
hikes has come to an end. 


Still, “they’re not declaring victory,” Diane Swonk, chief economist at KPMG, told the 


WSJ. “They’re hesitant to say 'we're done’. 


Fed economists do not foresee a recession, Powell noted, indicating they expect to 
see the hoped-for “soft landing” of tamed inflation with no economic downturn. 
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“Everyone is gratified to see that we’ve been able to achieve pretty significant 
progress on inflation without seeing the kind of increase in unemployment that’s very 
typical with interest rate increases,” Powell said to reporters. “The same is true of 
growth.” 


Even so, Powell stated that the central bank thinks the jobs market and overall 
economic growth need to slow more to bring inflation to the 2-percent landing zone. 


TREND FORECAST: We forecast that, regardless of economic conditions, the Fed will 
lower interest rates ahead of next November’s U.S. presidential election to keep those 
in power, in power. Again, the former Fed Head Janet Yellen is now playing the role as 
U.S. Treasury Secretary. Thus, it is clear who is in charge of America’s economy and 
Wall Street. 


BANKRUPTCIES RISE AGAIN IN THIRD QUARTER 


In this year’s third quarter, 182 major U.S. 
businesses filed bankruptcy, according to 
S&P Global Market Intelligence. 


For the second consecutive month, health 
care companies led the way to the 
courthouse. 


The U.S. Federal Reserve’s “higher for longer” interest rate policy carries most of the 
blame for the busts, S&P said. 


Many of the companies that failed were “zombie” businesses, Yahoo Finance 
reported— unprofitable companies that survived on continuous borrowing in hopes of 
turning themselves around. In today’s high-risk, high-interest economy, lenders are no 
longer interested in taking a flyer on long-odds companies. 
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TREND FORECAST: With the U.S. Federal Reserve pledging to hold interest rates at 
their current levels, if not higher, well into next year, the number of bankruptcies will 
continue to grow. 


Companies with high-risk credit ratings will lead the way, as we predicted in “$500 
Billion in Distressed Corporate Debt Presages Wave of Bankruptcies” (25 Jul 2023). 


However, once high interest rates have scoured out the junk bond market, companies 
with better credit ratings also will begin to feel the pinch and see their ratings 


downgraded, making it harder for them to issue new debt or refinance old ones. 


This is another way in which sustained higher interest rates will tighten the credit 
crunch and push the U.S. toward recession. 


Trends Journal 24 7 November 2023 


TRENDS ON THE GLOBAL ECONOMIC FRONT 


WHEN THE ECONOMY FALLS JOBS GO WITH IT 


The U.S. job numbers reported last week, as we have detailed, were weak... as they 
are throughout much of the world. There is a global economic slowdown. Now, from 
the top down, jobs are being cut and there is concern that the coming holiday season 
will be weak, thus less new jobs in both the service and hospitality sectors. Welcome 
to week 61 of our job layoffs... of a bad situation getting worse. 


PwC - 600 

AgeWell - 68 

100 Thieves - 20 percent 

F5 - 120 

Siemens Healthineers Diagnostics - 300 
Stroock - 138 
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Missouri Health System - cuts reported 

VW Group’s Cariad software division - 2,000 
Delta - corporate cuts reported 

Maersk - 10,000 

Pfizer - 200 

Starz - 10 percent, 670 

Deloitte - 800 

Faire - 20 percent, 250 

LendingTree - 30 percent 

Quebec’s TVA - 547 

Viasat - 160 

Bally’s - 300 

Wiggle - 105 

Splunk - 7 percent, 500 

Thames Water - 300 

Conde Nast - 5 percent, 300 

Bungie’s - 100 

Panera Bread - 17 percent 

Tata Steel - 3,000 

Charles Schwab - 2,000 

Maximus - 75 

Finnish stainless steel maker Outokumpu ( International ) - 200 
Grant Thornton’s - 200 

Pico - 50 percent 

Block - up to 1,300 layoffs possible 

UPS - 200 buyouts 

CNA - 24+ Reported layoffs 

RPT Realty - 100 

Nestle in Solon Ohio - 77 

Crypto startup Ava Labs - Some Layoffs, no # 
Stroock & Stroock & Lavan NY - 138 
Citigroup - 10 percent 

Washington Post - Offering buyouts to reduce headcount by 10 percent or about 
100 

Chernin Entertainment - Some Layoffs, No # 
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Nursing Homes in Cook County IL. - Warn of layoffs if tax system not addressed 
Sana - 74 

Elite Transit Solutions - 65 

Ford - 1,600 

Netflix - Handful of Executives in Drama & Deal Division 
The Allegheny County Airport Authority PA - 8 
OpenSea - 50 percent, 100 

Seattle Cloud Giant F5 - 120 

Reston's Leidos - 130 

Sortis Holdings - Some Layoffs, No # 

Leprino Foods in Remus - 117 

20/20 Custom Molded Plastics - 93 

Pfizer in Portage Michigan - 200 

Motorsport Games - 40 percent 

Cryptic Studios - Some Layoffs, No # 

Chinese EV Nio - 10 percent 

Minneapolis based Fairview Health Services - 250 
Soladigm - 172 

Viasat - 800 in U.S. and U.K. 

Hubilo - 50 

US Steel - 105 in IT department 

CVS - 90 

Beyond Meat - 19 percent of non production staff, 65 
Forma Brands - 23 

American Medical Response WA - 17 

Prudential Financial Inc. - 243 

Informatica - 10 percent, 500 

TVA Group ( International ) - 547 

Evil Geniuses - 5+ layoffs reported 

Google Voice Assistant Team - 20 

Union Pacific - 5 percent of Management workforce 
Magazine giant Condé Nast - 5 percent, 270 
Splunk - 7 percent, 560 

Lumen - 1,200 

Deloitte ( UK ) - 800 
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Crypto firm Qredo - 50 percent, 25 

Moonbug Entertainment (International) - Layoffs, No # 
Google - 75 

Hatteras Yachts New Bern NC - 84 

Dan Schantz Farm & Greenhouses - 120 

Johnson & Johnson in Colorado - 67 


GOING OUT OF BUSINESS TRENDS 


The facts are clear, the numbers are there. 

The worst of the economic times is 

coming. Just take a look at the long list of 

businesses going out of business that we 
have been publishing each week. 


i In recent times, the economic landscape 
has presented an array of challenges that 
have profoundly affected the business community. Some of the most significant 
challenges include soaring inflation rates, escalating interest rates, looming fears of a 
recession, and a tangible decrease in revenues for many sectors...all made worse by 
the COVID War which destroyed the lives and livelihoods of billions across the globe. 


The combination of these factors has created an environment where business 
sustainability has become increasingly challenging. 


Unfortunately, numerous businesses, from startups to established entities, have been 
unable to navigate these tumultuous waters. 


And now with the Ukraine War and the Israel War, WWIII continues to escalate. Thus, 
the more war, the weaker economies and the higher inflation rises as governments 
play the “sanctions” game that cuts off supplies of commodities and raises their 
prices... pushing up inflation. 
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The following list details businesses that, due to the aforementioned reasons, have 
made the tough decision to close their doors. As we review this list, it is a somber 
reminder of the vulnerabilities inherent in the business world and the imperative need 
for adaptive strategies in an ever-evolving economic landscape. 


Publisac flyer service no longer operating in Quebec 

PepsiCo closing Muncie facility 

Amazon is closing its two Amazon style clothing stores 

TJMaxx closed 2 stores in NY and Chicago 

Marshalls closed 1 store in NY 

ShopRite closed 5 stores in upstate NY 

Beaver Blacksmith and Welding in Beavers Dam WI 

The Local Oyster to close both Baltimore restaurants 

Bensenville's Victory Auto Wreckers 

Bankruptcy: WeWork - Chapter 11 

David Craig Jewelers in Langhome PA 

4 Esporta Fitness in Monroe County NY will close their Pools and Spas on Nov. 
30 

Dwyer Instruments LLC., 507 Ward St., Wakarusa IN - 55 Jobs lost 
Wine+ Market, at 486 W. Second St. in Lexington KY 

The Rockler woodworking store in North Cambridge MA 

Palace Cinema 9 in South Burlington VT 

Bankruptcy: Forma Brands - Chapter 11 

Bankruptcy: Clover Food Lab 

Lopez Bakery in Milwaukee 

Daw's Home Furnishings store in El Paso Texas 

Hodgepodge Coffeehouse on Moreland Avenue in southeast Atlanta GA 
Josephine in 12 South Nashville TN 

Fast Wok Chinese and Thai Food in Indianapolis - closing? 

Nana Gogo Toybrary in Rochester Minnesota 

Beans & Parlour, located at 407 Central Ave. in downtown St. Pete FL 
East Sixth Goan Restaurant Vixen's Wedding TX 

PepsiCo closing Muncie Indiana beverage facility 

Bankruptcy: lronNet 

Old Time Pottery is closing its east Charlotte location NC 
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Moni's, 17200 N May Ave. in Edmond OK 

Eadilyn’s Table in Wynantskill NY 

Siemens Healthcare Diagnostics manufacturing facility in Flanders, NJ 
The Delta at 135 S. Sixth Ave. in Tucson AZ 

IW Marks Jewelers in Bellaire Houston Texas 

Uptown, the dive bar at 17th and Capp streets San Francisco Ca. 
Tasting Point Liquors Wines & Foods in Woodlands TX 

Trinity at City Beach Sandpoint ID 

Bob's Discount Mattresses in Colorado Springs 

Zesty’s Frozen Custard location on Riverside Dr. in De Pere Wis. 
Widner Drug in Manchester IA 

C.J. Duncan Jewelers in downtown Massillon Ohio 

Big Lots plans to close its store at Carmichael Center 
Counterbalance Bicycles is closing their iconic trailside shop 
Bankruptcy: Serene Pavers of New Smyrna Beach - Chapter 7 
Sangamo Therapeutics closing Brisbane HQ - 162 layoffs 

Wacker's Roadhouse in Willow Street PA 

Saputo Inc. closing its facility in Lancaster, Wis 

Friars’ Brewhouse Tap Room in Bucksport Maine 

Peripheral Vascular Associates closing 2 Offices in San Antonio - 30 layoffs 
Murray Photo and Video Inc., 10 E. College Ave in Appleton WI 

Best Buy Store located on Tustin Street in the City of Orange closing? 
The PDQ locations in Cherry Hill and Sicklerville NJ 

Perkins Restaurant and Bakery at 705 York Rd in Warminster PA 

The Farm Store in Nampa ID 

Adult day care will no longer be available at Aging Well Inc., 84 Social St., 
Woonsocket 

Ingevity shutting down a Gulf Coast Plant - 300 Layoffs 

Cherry Creek Grill in Sioux Falls SD 

The ShopRite grocery store in Ellenville NY 

The Walls Bargain Center located in the Cimarron Plaza Stillwater OK 
Bankruptcy: Water Gremlin - Chapter 11 

PCC Community Markets closing flagship store in downtown Seattle 
Sarcastic Swine Restaurant & Catering in Middleboro MA 

Carbone's Market in Torrington CT 


30 


e Super Wheels Miami in Kendall FL 

e Craft Beer Cellar and Trinktisch Restaurant in Belmont MA 

Roofers Union, the towering American beer hall and restaurant in Washington 
DC 

Stalk & Spade Vegan Restaurant closing all 3 Locations 

Philomena-Ruth Waterloo IL - Moving Online 

Osseo Gun Club and Pro Shop at 22 NW. 4th Street Osseo MN has closed 
Ascension Via Christi to close Fort Scott Kansas emergency Dept. 
Fuddruckers closing Saugus Location in Massachusetts 

Ada's Kitchen + Coffee in Riverside CT 

New York City's Vernon C. Bain Correctional Center, last operating prison ship in 
the U.S. is closing down 

24 Hour Fitness at 100 California St in downtown San Francisco 

Persimmon Hollow Brewing Co. in Horizon West FL 

The Talihina veterans home in Oklahoma is closing this week 

Sporting goods store Al & Bob’s in Byron Township Michigan 

Olive Al Inc. is selling off its remaining product lines and shutting down 

New York Stroock & Stroock & Lavan 

Bankruptcy: Montana Club 


TOP TREND 2023, MIDEAST MELTDOWN: ISRAEL WAR THREATENS GLOBAL 
ECONOMY 


If the Mideast war is prolonged or 
becomes regional, the world’s food and 
fuel costs could rise once again, 
extinguishing the global post-COVID 
recovery and halting economic expansion, 
several major economists have warned. 


“This is the first time we’ve had two energy 
shocks at the same time,” World Bank chief economist Indermit Gill said to The Wall 
Street Journal, pointing to wars in Ukraine and Gaza. 
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The risk is especially acute for emerging nations including Egypt, Pakistan, and Sri 
Lanka, the WSJ noted. 


Many are crippled by massive debt that piled up during the COVID War, which was 
followed by relentless inflation, higher interest rates, and a sluggish global economy 
that needed much less from economies dependent on exporting raw materials. 


Sub-Saharan Africa’s GDP already was projected to pucker by 3.3 percent this year 
even before the Israel-Hamas war broke out, according to the World Bank’s latest 
Global Economic Prospects report. Incomes in the region have not grown 
meaningfully since 2014’s oil price crash. 


Geopolitical tensions between the U.S. and China and those resulting from Russia’s 
war in Ukraine also have damaged trade and cut prospects for not only growth, but 
also economic stability. 


“All of these things are happening at the same time,” Gill added. “We are in one of the 
most fragile junctures for the world economy.” 


Not all nations will suffer equally, the WSJ noted. 


“It isn’t clear at this point that the conflict in the Middle East is on track to have 
significant economic effects” on the U.S., Federal Reserve chair Jerome Powell told a 
1 November press briefing. 


Mideast countries supply about 31 percent of the world’s oil, a smaller share than in 
the 1970s when twin oil embargoes imposed by the region paralyzed the global 
economy. However, Gulf countries provide China with about half of that country’s oil. 


The U.S. is currently the world’s largest energy producer and renewable energies 


make up the fastest-growing portion of the energy sector in industrialized and 
post-industrial economies. 
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Still, “it’s a highly volatile, uncertain, scary situation,” Jason Bordoff, director of 
Columbia University’s Center on Global Energy Policy, said in a WSJ interview. 
However, “there is a recognition among most of the parties—the U.S., Europe, Iran, 
the other [Persian] gulf countries—that it’s in no one’s interest for this conflict to 
expand beyond Israel and Gaza.” 


lf the war does grow across the region, oil prices could zoom to $150 a barrel, more 
than a 60-percent increase from their current levels, and cause a global recession, 
costing the world’s economy as much as $2 trillion, Gregory Daco, EY-Parthenon’s 
chief economist, has projected. 


The climate of uncertainty already is halting businesses from expanding in emerging 
nations, where many companies are finding it hard to refinance their existing debt at 
today’s much higher interest rates, the WSJ reported. 


At the same time, Egypt, Hungary, Nigeria, and other nations are showing growth 
rates lower than had been projected before the new Mideast conflict. 


The combined pressures of economic hardship and the Mideast war also could send 
more migrants north to Europe, where a recession looms and immigration has been a 
political flashpoint for years. The migrant influx was a key factor in right-wing prime 
minister Giorgia Meloni’s recent election victory in Italy. 


“What happens in the Middle East will not stay in the Middle East,” World Bank official 
Ayhan Kose said in comments quoted by the WSu. “It will have global implications.” 


TREND FORECAST: Please see the ECONOMIC UPDATE in this issue for our trend 


forecast. Again, WWIII has begun and the Israel War has greatly escalated it. Should it 
continue to spread, the world will be on the cusp of nuclear annihilation. 
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EUROZONE UNEMPLOYMENT JUMPS IN SEPTEMBER 


In September, 69,000 workers lost their 
jobs in the 20-nation Eurozone, nudging 
the jobless rate to 6.5 percent. More than 
11 million people across the region are 
now out of work, 165,000 more than a year 
earlier, the Financial Times reported. 


Economists polled by Reuters had 
expected the number to remain at its record low of 6.4 percent. 


The European Central Bank (ECB) is using the jobless rate as one measure of Success 
in its strategy of raising interest rates to slow inflation. 


Unemployment in Germany, Europe’s leading economy, rose to 5.8 percent in 
September from 5.7 percent in August, the highest since June 2021. Deutsche Bank 
and chemical giant BASF are among German firms announcing plans to lay off 
workers. 


The unemployment rate grew in part by the arrival of about a million Ukrainian 
refugees, the Financial Times reported. 


The country’s GDP contracted by 0.1 percent in the third quarter, government data 
released last week showed. 


The Institute for Employment Research in Nuremberg said its gauge of future 
unemployment is giving its darkest signal since mid-2020 when COVID lockdowns 
paralyzed Europe’s economy. 


“We’re seeing first signs that the labor market is softening,” ECB board member Isabel 
Schnabel said in a 2 November speech. “The more slowly this process unfolds and 
the weaker it is, the higher the risk that persistent labor market tightness will challenge 
the assumptions underlying the projected decline in core inflation.” 
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“Fewer jobs are being created, including in services, which suggests that the cooling 
of the economy is gradually feeding through to employment,” ECB vice-president Luis 
de Guindos said in a speech last week. 


According to the ECB, Eurozone unemployment will move up to 6.7 percent next year 
“85 gross domestic product falters and survey data suggest firms have started to shed 
workers, particularly in manufacturing,” economist Claus Vistesen at Pantheon 
Macroeconomics said to The Wall Street Journal. 


Wage growth will end this year at a brisk annual pace of 5.3 percent—too strong to 
allow inflation to decline to the bank’s 2-percent target rate—but will slow to 3.8 
percent in 2025, the ECB has predicted. 


The zone’s economy shrank by 0.1 percent in this year’s third quarter under the 
combined weight of inflation, high interest rates, and a faltering global economy, 
according to the WSJ. 


“We think wage growth will slow in the coming quarters,” Bradley Saunders, an 
economist at Capital Economics, said to the WSJ. The number of job postings has 
fallen, including in France and Germany, the zone’s two leading economies, he said. 


TREND FORECAST: The Ukraine war, a sagging global economy, and the ECB’s high 
interest rates give Europe’s economy no strong tools to forge growth. 


The region has been on the brink of recession for the past year. The odds favor Europe 
entering a full-blown recession in this quarter or next, particularly if holiday retail sales 
are as weak as expected. And should the Israel War escalate and oil price sharply rise, 
Europe will be hit with Dragflation: Declining economic growth and rising inflation. 
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CHINA LEADS WORLD’S CENTRAL BANKS TO RECORD GOLD PURCHASES 


Central banks around the world bought 
roughly 800 metric tons of gold this year 
through September, 14 percent more than 
during the same period in 2022 to set a 
new record, according to the World Gold 
Council, a rate the council called 
“voracious.” 


Total gold purchases for all of 2023 could surpass last year’s record of 1,081 metric 
tons, the council said. 


Central banks have been using gold as a hedge against inflation and as a store of 
value 85 some countries’ currencies have been sliding against the dollar. 


Many countries also have been stockpiling the precious metal as a means of reducing 
dependence on the dollar after the U.S. included foreign exchange markets in its 
sanctions against Russia as punishment for invading Ukraine. 


Nations’ lust for gold has kept the price close to $2,000 per ounce since July. The 
Mideast war jacked the price an additional 10 percent in the 16 days following 


Hamas’s attack on Israel. 


China led the gold rush, buying 181 tons and raising gold’s share of its central bank 
reserves to 4 percent. 


Poland took second place in line with 57 tons, followed by Turkey, which bought 39 
tons. Eight central banks followed with purchases of more than a ton each. 


Central banks report gold purchases to the International Monetary Fund. However, not 
all purchases are reported, the Financial Times noted. 
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As much as 129 tons went unreported during this year’s third quarter, according to the 
gold council, which monitors international traffic in the metal. 


That would bring the total of central bank purchases for the quarter to 337 tons, which 
would be more than twice the second-quarter total but 27 percent below that of the 
same quarter in 2022, the FT noted. 


TREND FORECAST: We remain bullish on gold. 


Wars in Europe and the Mideast, high interest rates slowing the world’s economy, and 
inflation still picking people’s pockets will keep gold front and center as a safe haven 
for value for the foreseeable future. 


Central banks’ stronger appetite for gold also signals a continuation of the gradual 
“Death of the Dollar,” a trend we have documented in articles such as “Yuan Replaces 


Dollar as Most-Used Currency in China’s Foreign Trade” and “Argentina Switches From 
Dollar to Yuan, Taps China Swap Lines Amid Peso Crisis” (both 2 May 2023). 


The dollar will continue to lose its prime place as the currency of international trade as 
supply chains are reorganized more tightly around existing political and economic 
alliances and as the U.S. continues to use foreign exchange markets as a bludgeon to 
punish countries it opposes. 


Also, to make it simply clear; when the U.S. lowers interest rates the dollar will decline 
and the lower the dollar falls, the higher gold prices will rise. 
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JAPAN’S GOVERNMENT UNLEASHES $113-BILLION STIMULUS 


ee Z 


To add extra energy to a reviving economy, 
the government of Japanese prime 
minister Fumio Kishida will offer about $35 
2 billion in temporary income and residential 
tax cuts and cash gifts to low-income 
households. 


The rest of the money, funded by a 
supplementary budget through next March, will be split among subsidies for gasoline, 
diesel, and electricity bills and subsidies for businesses to raise wages and strengthen 
their supply chains. 


The plan was attacked even before Kishida’s cabinet approved it. 
Sixty-five percent of respondents in a survey by Nikkei disapproved of cutting income 
taxes. Kishida’s approval sank to 33 percent, his lowest since taking office in October 


2021. 


Stimulating an already-positive economy amid stubborn inflation is risky, opponents 
pointed out. 


Previous stimulus gifts to households have had little impact as Japanese households 
tend to save any extra cash instead of boosting spending, the Financial Times noted. 


The temporary tax cuts and cash gifts will add just 0.2 percent to the country’s annual 
GDP, according to an analysis by the Nomura Research Institute. 


The tax cuts will take effect next June. By then, the Bank of Japan is expected to have 


ended its policy of negative interest rates, a shift that some analysts expect in April, 
the FT said. 
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TRENDPOST: What Japan is doing and has done, perfectly illustrates that it is nothing 
more than a rigged game played out by the Bankster bandits and their government hit 
squad. And, none of what Japan is doing will make any difference if WWIII continues 
to escalate, and for example, China gets into the war game by attacking Taiwan. 


Also, we forecast that with Ukraine’s counteroffensive a complete failure, to get back in 
the news and to get more military support, Kyiv will attack a nuclear plant and blame it 
on Russia and/or launch a massive attack of some type that will hit in the heart of 
Russia. 


Thus, what the Banksters and governments are doing to artificially prop up economies 
and equites will make no difference as economies and equity markets sharply decline. 


MAERSK THROWS 10,000 WORKERS OVERBOARD 


a N AP Moller-Maersk, the world’s largest 

O ocean shipping company by fleet size, will 
ይጨ. lay off a total of 10,000 workers this year 
due to “a radically changed business 
environment.” 


WERK 


The company’s third-quarter revenues fell 
by about half, year on year. 


Maersk had released 6,500 employees earlier this year and will let go of another 3,500 
before January, it announced. 


“Our industry is facing a new normal with subdued demand, prices back in line with 


historical levels, and inflationary pressures on our cost base,” CEO Vincent Clerc 
wrote in a statement accompanying the quarterly report. 
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The cost of sailing a fully loaded, 40-06! shipping container one way along eight 
major global routes averaged $1,406 last week, according to data service Drewry 
Shipping, a 54-percent plunge from a year earlier. 


After posting a record profit last year, Maersk began warning early in 2023 that this 
year would be radically different, as foreign demand for China’s factory goods 
slumped, retailers were still working off old inventory, and inflation raised costs. 


The post-COVID spurt would not last, the company correctly predicted. 


Maersk also announced last week that its 2023 profits would come in at the low end 
of its predicted range of $9.5 to $11 billion. 


Maersk’s share price fell more than 17 percent after the quarterly report was released. 


TRENDPOST: Shipping volumes and prices returning to pre-COVID levels are a 
signpost that any global post-COVID recovery is over. There will be no more booms to 
haul the world’s economy out of its current slump. And, we question the 
shortsightedness of the ocean shipping magnets who sharply increased the number of 
ships they bought during the COVID War when demand for shipped products was 
high... and now they are being burdened down with stagnant, rotting fleets. 


ESTEE LAUDER SHARE PRICE CRASHES AFTER COMPANY SLASHES 
EARNINGS PROJECTION 


Estée Lauder, owner of Clinique, Aveda, 
and other major beauty brands, warned of 
== a possible $80 million decline in 2024 

ge earnings next year due to poor sales 
expected in China and possible disruptions 
from the Mideast war. 
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Earnings per share might tumble as much as 35 percent next year, the company said. 
Lauder had projected the figure would be between $2.50 to $3.75; it now expects 
per-share earnings to range from $2.17 to $2.42. 


Earlier this year, Lauder had projected 2024 sales growth of 5 to 7 percent; now it has 
reversed that to a decline of as much as 2 percent after reporting a string of weak 
quarterly results this year. 


“Slower growth in overall prestige beauty in Asia travel retail and in mainland China” 
were the chief culprits sinking Lauder’s financials, CEO Fabrizio Freda said in an 
analysts call. 


“Travel retail” refers to purchases at duty-free shops, mostly in airports. Those shops 
made up about 40 percent of Lauder’s pre-COVID sales in China. The country lifted its 
anti-COVID measures late last year but a brief recovery sputtered. 


Now Lauder expects Chinese consumers will buy the company’s products on the 
mainland instead of in airports. “We’re not counting on travel retail to get back to its 
prior levels,” CFO Tracey Travis told analysts. 


After the announcement, Lauder’s share price suffered its largest one-day plunge ever, 
falling more than 20 percent and closing down 18.9 percent to the lowest close since 
2017. 


The stock price has shed 58 percent this year after China’s post-COVID recovery 
fizzled. China has accounted for about a third of Lauder's past business. 


The company also announced it is embarking on a two-year program to cut costs and 
boost profits. 


TRENDPOST: Lauder’s tailspin is part of a trend we noted in “Sales of Luxury Brands 


Slows” (17 Oct 2023). In that article, we forecast that luxury spending has peaked and 
as Dragflation sets in, even those with money will be buying less. 
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Also, luxury spending is a bellwether. When the wealthy cut their spending, it becomes 
a sign to the plantation workers of Slavelandia that hard times are ahead. 
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SPOTLIGHT: OFFICE BUILDING BUST: “COME BACK TO THE 


Employers demanding workers return to 
centralized offices are being hit with a 
growing number of charges that they 
discriminate against employees with 
disabilities. 


In this case, the disability claims are largely 
related to mental health. 


Workers are claiming they suffer from anxiety, depression, and post-traumatic stress 
disorder, among other ailments, many apparently brought on by demands that they 
return to their centralized work locations. 


They also complain that companies are not accommodating their various requests for 
exemptions. 


Job-related discrimination claims for each of those three conditions jumped 16 
percent in 2022, the Equal Opportunity Employment Commission reported. 


“Mental illness is at an all-time high and COVID was a huge contributor,” CEO Hannah 
Olson of Disclo, a software firm helping companies manage disability claims, told The 
Wall Street Journal. “The other piece is return-to-the-office. People are asking for 
more things and companies don’t know how to manage this.” 


Under the 1990 Americans With Disabilities Act, workers have the right to ask for 


special accommodations for their disabilities; employers have the right to require 
documentation of the employee’s claimed condition. 
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While many, if not most, employers have adopted a hybrid work model, many 
companies contend that workers are more collaborative, innovative, and productive 
when they work together in the same place. 


TREND FORECAST: Getting dressed, commuting to work, and spending time with 
coworkers in a centralized office may not be everyone’s favorite way to spend time but 
it does not necessarily qualify as a threat to one’s mental or emotional well-being. 


Some workers’ claims are frivolous or self-indulgent; others are not. 


Regardless, the rise in such claims will cause more employers to throw in the towel 
and skew work models to better accommodate remote work for more workers. 


That will ensure that the old model of “40 hours and five days” in a central office is 
gone for good, sealing the fate of more landlords who will be unable to service debt on 
their office buildings and also pay taxes and keep up their properties. 


As much as 25 percent of current office space in Western economies will become 
redundant over the next 10 years. 


Many of those buildings will be taken by lenders and many will be seized by 
municipalities for back taxes. 


However, banks and towns will be reluctant to own properties that are liabilities instead 
of assets. 


Lenders and cities will work with office building owners, adjusting loan terms and rates 
and varying zoning and occupancy requirements to keep as many of the buildings in 
productive use as possible. 


Still, a number of buildings will become worthless. Those will be sold for the value of 


the building lots they occupy or be taken by local governments for use as schools, 
storage space, or refurbished for office use. 
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Ultimately, the loss of tax revenue from failed office buildings will eat into cities’ 
budgets. As cities cut public services to fit their revenue, cities will become even less 
pleasant places to live. More people will migrate outward, creating a downward spiral 
of shrinking municipal revenue. 


We were the first to call the Office Building Bust and have greatly detailed its 
implications in articles including: 


e “THE NEW LIFE OF LOCKDOWN” (19 May 2020) 

e “REMOTE WORK = COMMERCIAL BUST” (2 Jun 2020) 

e “SLIDING VALUE OF OFFICE SPACE HITS URBAN CENTERS” (11 Aug 2020) 
e “WORK FROM HOME, CITY REAL ESTATE DOWN” (20 Oct 2020) 

e “COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE IN A TAILSPIN” (20 Oct 2020) 

9 “OFFICE WORKERS STAY HOME?” (8 Dec 2020) 

e “RETURN TO OFFICES POSTPONED: COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE 
BUST?” (14 Sep 2021) 

e “WORKERS STAYING HOME, COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE DISASTER 
LOOMING” (19 Oct 2021) 

e “COVID WAR KEEPING WORKERS OUT OF THE OFFICE” (16 Nov 2021) 
e “NYC BUSINESSES: BYE, BYE NYC” (16 Nov 2021) 

9 “DELOITTE ABANDONS MORE LONDON OFFICE SPACE” (26 Apr 2022) 
e “GM SOFTENS BACK-TO-THE-OFFICE REQUIREMENT AFTER WORKER 
BACKLASH” (4 Oct 2022) 

9 “BUSINESS OFFICE BUST BEGINS TO BITE” (20 Dec 2022) 

e “NEW YORK CITY’S WORKFORCE SHARPLY SHRINKING” (24 Jan 2023) 
9 “OFFICE OCCUPANCY HALF OF WHAT IT USED TO BE” (7 Feb 2023) 

e “TOP TREND 2023, OFFICE BUILDING BUST: THE COMMERCIAL REAL 
ESTATE FACE OFF” (28 Mar 2023) 

9 “TOP TREND 2023, OFFICE BUILDING BUST: INVESTORS BACK AWAY 
FROM DOWNTOWN PROJECTS” (27 Jun 2023) 

9 “TOP TREND 2023, OFFICE BUILDING BUST: EMPTY OFFICES MULTIPLY IN 
SILICON VALLEY” (27 Jun 2023) 

9 “TOP TREND 2023: OFFICE BUILDING BUST. HSBC LATEST TO FLEE 
LONDON’S CANARY WHARF?” (5 Jul 2023) 
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e “TOP TREND 2023, OFFICE BUILDING BUST: OREGON’S LARGEST CITY 
LOSING POPULATION” (5 Jul 2023) 

e “SPOTLIGHT, TOP TREND 2023: OFFICE BUILDING BUST” (11 Jul 2023) 

e “SPOTLIGHT, TOP TREND 2023: OFFICE BUILDING BUST” (25 Jul 2023) 

e “SPOTLIGHT, TOP TREND 2023: OFFICE BUILDING BUST” (1 Aug 2023) 

e “COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE TIME BOMB” (15 Aug 2023) 

e “TOP TREND 2023, OFFICE BUILDING BUST: TENANTS SIGNING MORE 
OFFICE LEASES BUT FOR LESS SPACE” (12 Sep 2023) 

e “SPOTLIGHT, TOP TREND 2023: OFFICE BUILDING BUST” (3 Oct 2023) 


COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE LENDING CONTINUES TO SLUMP 


During the first two weeks of October, the dollar volume of commercial real estate 
loans held by banks contracted, according to U.S. Federal Reserve data. 


The volume has declined for only two months since 2014. 
Other lenders besides banks also have scaled back. 


Commercial mortgages bundled into securities have raised only $28.2 billion this year, 
the least since 2011, data service Trepp reported. 


The largest mortgage real estate investment trusts declined all new borrowers during 
this year’s first six months. 


Private equity and debt funds had boosted their lending in the past two years but now 
have trouble raising money from investors and are putting much of their effort into 


finding affordable loans for their existing projects. 


Commercial real estate debt overall grew by less than 1 percent in the second quarter, 
the least since the first quarter of 2014, Trepp said. 


Loans for construction of new commercial space also have declined. This year will see 
about 935 million square feet of commercial building starts, 17 percent less than last 
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year and the sharpest yearly drop since 2007, data service Dodge Construction 
Network reported. 


In the third quarter, just $89.2 billion in commercial property was purchased, 53 
percent below the same period in 2022, MSCI Real Assets said. 


Interest on commercial real estate loans is aligned with yields on treasury securities 
due to mature in less than 10 years. The Fed’s steady rise in interest rates rattled 
already-nervous investors, The Wall Street Journal reported, and led them to wonder if 
commercial properties are overvalued. 


The spike in 10-year treasury yields “spooked the marketplace,” CEO Michael Levy of 
Crow Holdings, a large national developer of apartments and industrial space, told 
The Wall Street Journal. “Capital market malaise is crushing everybody.” 


Although all segments of the market are crimped, office buildings have suffered most 
as landlords have needed to refinance their loans at sharply higher interest rates, the 
WSJ noted. 


As new lending slows, old loans are making trouble as well. 


At the beginning of this month, PNC Financial Group reported that the value of its 
commercial real estate loans in trouble rose to $723 million in the third quarter, more 
than twice the second quarter’s $350 million. 


TREND FORECAST: The Office Building Bust could give rise to the Office Building 
Bank Bust. 


More than 60 percent of U.S. commercial real estate loans are held, in whole or part, 
by small and regional banks. As defaults on office block loans rise, more of those 
banks will be nudged closer to insolvency. 


Also, banks are holding as much as $500 billion in unrealized losses on low-yield 
bonds they bought during the COVID War as safe places to store the flood of cash 


customers deposited during the lockdown. 
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Those losses, combined with rising red ink from real estate loans, will force dozens of 
small and regional banks to merge with healthier—and probably bigger—banks. A 
significant number of local banks will disappear, leaving customers to deal with large 
financial bureaucracies that are unfamiliar with local markets. 


That lack of familiarity will be one among several factors that cause fewer loans to be 
made, hampering economic growth in the months and years ahead. 


Again, we were the first to forecast the downward pressures on commercial real estate 
and the Office Building Bust... indeed, the worst is yet to come. A crisis that will crash 
much of the banking sector is on the near horizon: 


“THE NEW LIFE OF LOCKDOWN?” (19 May 2020) 

“REMOTE WORK = COMMERCIAL BUST” (2 Jun 2020) 

“SLIDING VALUE OF OFFICE SPACE HITS URBAN CENTERS” (11 Aug 2020) 
“WORK FROM HOME, CITY REAL ESTATE DOWN” (20 Oct 2020) 
“COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE IN A TAILSPIN” (20 Oct 2020) 

“OFFICE WORKERS STAY HOME” (8 Dec 2020) 

“RETURN TO OFFICES POSTPONED: COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE 
BUST?” (14 Sep 2021) 

“WORKERS STAYING HOME, COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE DISASTER 
LOOMING” (19 Oct 2021) 

“COVID WAR KEEPING WORKERS OUT OF THE OFFICE” (16 Nov 2021) 
“NYC BUSINESSES: BYE, BYE NYC” (16 Nov 2021) 

“DELOITTE ABANDONS MORE LONDON OFFICE SPACE” (26 Apr 2022) 
“GM SOFTENS BACK-TO-THE-OFFICE REQUIREMENT AFTER WORKER 
BACKLASH” (4 Oct 2022) 

“BUSINESS OFFICE BUST BEGINS TO BITE” (20 Dec 2022) 

“NEW YORK CITY’S WORKFORCE SHARPLY SHRINKING” (24 Jan 2023) 
“OFFICE OCCUPANCY HALF OF WHAT IT USED TO BE” (7 Feb 2023) 
“TOP TREND 2023, OFFICE BUILDING BUST: THE COMMERCIAL REAL 
ESTATE FACE OFF” (28 Mar 2023) 

e “TOP TREND 2023, OFFICE BUILDING BUST: INVESTORS BACK AWAY FROM 
DOWNTOWN PROJECTS” (27 Jun 2023) 
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“TOP TREND 2023, OFFICE BUILDING BUST: EMPTY OFFICES MULTIPLY IN 
SILICON VALLEY” (27 Jun 2023) 

“TOP TREND 2023: OFFICE BUILDING BUST, HSBC LATEST TO FLEE 
LONDON’S CANARY WHARE” (5 Jul 2023) 

“TOP TREND 2023, OFFICE BUILDING BUST: OREGON’S LARGEST CITY 
LOSING POPULATION” (5 Jul 2023) 

“SPOTLIGHT, TOP TREND 2023: OFFICE BUILDING BUST” (11 July 2023) 
“SPOTLIGHT, TOP TREND 2023: OFFICE BUILDING BUST” (25 July 2023) 
“SPOTLIGHT, TOP TREND 2023: OFFICE BUILDING BUST” (1 Aug 2023) 
“COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE TIME BOMB” (15 Aug 2023) 
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SPOTLIGHT: CHINA’S ECONOMY 


FOREIGN INVESTORS STAYING OUT OF 
CHINA 


In September, foreign direct investment 
(FDI) in China totaled about $10 billion, 
down 34 percent year over year and the 
biggest decline since at least 2014 when 
figures first became available, the Financial 


Times reported. 


FDI jumped 15 percent in January after Beijing abolished a drastic, three-year 
anti-COVID campaign but has dropped by double-digit percentages each month 
since, according to data service Wind. 


Direct investment liabilities, a measure of foreign capital coming into the country, 
amounted to $6.7 billion in this year’s second quarter, compared to $21 billion in the 


first quarter and the lowest three-month total since 2000, the FT noted. 


Total FDI in 2022 was $189 billion, according to China’s commerce ministry, which 
attributed FDI’s disappearance to “the outflow of reinvested earnings.” 


“Foreign companies...are getting their profits out of China as fast as they can,” Brad 
Setser, a senior fellow at the Council on Foreign Relations, said to the FT. 


Chinese companies bereft of foreign investment are now relying on government 
funding to fill the financial hole, one manufacturer told the FT. 


One reason for the capital flight: high interest rates in the U.S. give American 
companies an incentive to “reshore” their capital at home. 


Trends Journal 50 7 November 2023 


Worries about the loss of FDI have worked their way to the top of China’s government. 
At the recent celebration of China’s troubled Belt and Road Initiative, president Xi 
Jinping lifted restrictions on foreign investment in China’s manufacturing companies. 


TREND FORECAST: China has given foreign investors few incentives to remain, much 
less return. 


Recent stimulus actions, which we detailed in “China Shifts Strategy, Announces 
Stimulus Spending” (31 Oct 2023), will help reawaken the economy to a mild degree, 
but, as we noted, still fail to address structural issues, including an aging and shrinking 
workforce, record youth unemployment, the nearly institutionalized, two-year-old real 
estate bust, and president Xi Jinping’s whimsical rule that has brought unannounced 
regulatory crackdowns on various industries. 


The U.S. Federal Reserve’s “higher for longer” interest rates will keep a good deal of 
U.S. money tucked in safe at home in treasury bonds. China is simply too uncertain to 
lure anyone other than either speculators or an investor or business that has found a 
personalized niche. 


When, or if, the world economy emerges from its current tumult, supply chains will 
have been reorganized, nations will have become more economically 
self-sufficient—one of our 2022 Top Trends—and China will not return to the same 
dominant role it played in global manufacturing and trade that it did in 2021 and 2022. 
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SPOTLIGHT: BIGS GETTING BIGGER 


As we have noted since the Central 
Banksters started to rapidly raise interest 
rates, the decade’s long merger and 
acquisition spree is over. 


However, as we have greatly detailed over 
the weeks and months, the “Bigs” keep 
getting bigger, as they buy out 
overleveraged companies that can’t afford to borrow at high rates to refinance and 
gobble up those they want to gain broader market share and/or eliminate the 
competition. 


All the “Bigs” with big money want is to get bigger, and they will do what they can to 
buy out competitors and/or expand in new directions. The facts are there for all to see: 
Private equity groups, hedge funds and venture capitalists are running and owing the 
economic show. 


PRIVATE INVESTORS OFFER $10.5 BILLION FOR AUSTRALIAN UTILITY 
Toronto-based private equity firm Brookfield Asset Management is leading a group of 
investors that has bid $10.5 billion, or about $6.10 a share, to buy Australia’s Origin 


Energy. The offer is about $16.4 billion in Australian dollars. 


Origin generates and sells electricity and also retails natural gas. It had revenues of 
AU$12.1 billion in 2021. 


Origin’s shareholders had agreed in principle to the sale last March and will meet on 
23 November to consider the details of the offer. 
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AustralianSuper, another utility that is Origin’s largest shareholder, has said it will vote 
against the sale because Origin is more valuable than the Brookfield group’s offer 
indicates. 


Origin has said the offer represents the investment consortium’s “best and final” 
proposal. However, Origin’s share price rose after AustralianSuper objected, implying 
that investors expect Brookfield’s group to raise its bid. 


DISNEY COMPLETES ITS TAKEOVER OF HULU 


The Disney Co. has agreed to pay Comcast Universal at least $8.61 billion to buy 
Comcast’s share of streaming service Hulu. 


Disney already owns two-thirds of Hulu; Comcast owns the other third. 


As allowed under the terms of the partnership, Comcast exercised its option to sell its 
stake in the service. 


The $8.61 billion amount has been agreed as a starting point for negotiations between 
the two partners to determine Hulu’s current value and how much more Comcast 


should be paid. 


Hulu, one of the few profitable streaming services, had 48 million subscribers as of 
July. 


Disney acquired its current share of Hulu in 2019 when it bought the entertainment 
assets of 21* Century Fox. The deal gave either Comcast or Disney the right to force a 


sale of Comcast’s share at a minimum value for Hulu of $27.5 billion. 


That places Comcast’s stake at a current value of roughly $9.17 billion. 
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THEME PARK CHAINS MERGE 


Six Flags and Cedar Fair Entertainment, two of the U.S.’s largest regional theme park 
chains, are merging in an all-stock deal worth about $2 billion. 


Six Flags’ shareholders will receive 0.58 of a share in the new company for each Six 
Flags share; Cedar Fair stockholders will own one share of the new business for each 
of their Cedar Fair shares. The merged company will have a market capitalization 
estimated at about $3.2 billion. 


Cedar Fair shareholders will own about 51 percent of the new business, which will 
retain the Six Flags brand. 


The new entity is structured as a master limited partnership, a publicly traded entity 
that combines ease of buying or selling shares with the benefits of being taxed as a 
partnership instead of as a corporation. 


The new Six Flags will operate 27 theme parks and 15 water parks across Canada, 
Mexico, and 17 U.S. states. 


Theme parks struggled to survive the COVID War. Executives and analysts had hoped 
this year would mark a revival but the hottest summer on record kept too many 
visitors away, The Wall Street Journal said. 


Six Flags’ share price plunged 45 percent in 2022 and has slid another 10 percent so 
far this year. 


Combining the company will create operating efficiencies, cut shared costs, and also 
scale the enterprise to better compete with nationally marketed theme park giants 
such as Disney and Universal. 


With the stock price so low, activist investor Jonthan Litt bought a stake in Six Flags 


last spring and had pushed the company to sell its real estate, arguing the properties’ 
total value is greater than the company’s market capitalization. 
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The merger with Cedar Fair seems to rebuff Litt’s idea. Litt, wno owns 1 percent of Six 
Flags, has announced he will vote against the merger. 


H Partners, Six Flags’ largest shareholder with a 14-percent stake, has said it will vote 
in favor. 


Last year, Seaworld Entertainment made overtures to buy Cedar Fair but was rejected. 


KKR CLINCHES PURCHASE OF PUBLISHING ICON SIMON & SCHUSTER 


Private equity giant KKR has completed its $1.62-billion purchase of Simon & 
Schuster, the third largest U.S. publisher of general-interest books, from Paramount. 


“They [KKR] plan to invest in us and make us greater than we already are,” John Karp, 
the publisher’s CEO, told The New York Times when news of the deal surfaced in July. 
“What more could a publisher want?” 


The 99-year-old company publishes a stable of renowned authors, including Stephen 
King and Bob Woodward. Its profits have been increasing recently compared to many 


of its competitors. 


Private equity firms generally, and KKR specifically, have a history of taking over 
companies, cutting staff, and loading on debt. 
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THE ISRAEL WAR 


HEZBOLLAH HEAD WARNS ISRAEL: KEEP KILLING 
PALESTINIANS, GET READY FOR MULTI-FRONT WAR 


Hassan Nasrallah, Hezbollah’s secretary-general, gave a televised speech on 
Friday —his first since the 7 October Hamas attack on Israel— and warned Israel that it 
is just a matter of time before it faces a muli-front conflict. 


Nasrallah appealed to his followers to be patient. 
“For those who say that Hezbollah should start a war in the entire region, | say wait,” 


he said, according to The Wall Street Journal. “These are just the beginnings. More 
actions will be taken against Israel from several different fronts.” 
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He continued, “Israel fears that this front could snowball toward a regional war, and 
this scenario is realistic, and could definitely happen.” 


Hezbollah and Israel have been exchanging missile fire and Saturday marked what 
seemed to be the most fierce Israeli response yet. A Lebanese source told Reuters 
that the group fired a powerful missile “not yet used in the fighting” and hit an Israeli 
position near the border. The report noted that about 60 Hezbollah fighters have died 
in these skirmishes. 


The Washington Post, citing Israeli reports, said four civilians, including three children, 
were killed by an Israeli airstrike in south Lebanon Sunday evening. The report noted 
that Israel also said one Israeli was killed in the clash. 


Hezbollah has said if Lebanese civilians are killed in clashes, it will be considered a 
violation of the rules of engagement and it will retaliate by attacking civilian targets, 
the report said. 


Nasrallah said his group was not intimidated by the U.S.’s decision to move carrier 
groups into the region. 


“Since the outbreak of the war, the US has threatened to bomb us in Lebanon from its 
military ships in the Mediterranean. We are prepared for whatever scenario. If an 
all-out war breaks out, you Americans will pay with your ships, your aircraft and your 
soldiers,” he said, according to The Times of Israel. 


“Remember your defeats in Lebanon and Iraq, and your humiliating withdrawal from 
Afghanistan. Those who defeated you in Lebanon in the 1980s are still alive and their 


children and grandchildren are ready to face you,” he said. 


TRENDPOST: It is worth noting that from the U.S. to the Middle East, the Israel War is 
being called a religious war and a holy war. 


Indeed, as Gerald Celente had forecast in his bestselling book, Trends 2000, this is 
“Crusades 2000.” 


57 


America’s top pro-war mouthpiece, a fat boy who could not fight his way out of a 
paper bag, Sen. Lindsey Graham said, “We're in a religious war and | unapologetically 
Stand with Israel.” 


And last week Nasrallah called the battle a “holy war.” 


“If we want to search for a battle with complete legitimacy, there is no battle like the 
fight with the Zionists,” Nasrallah said. “If we look for a war from the side of a moral, 
religious and humanitarian level, this is not something we have to see against the 
Zionist regime. This is the only war that deserves to be fought.” 


Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netnayhu and Iran’s Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei have also referred to the conflict as a “holy war.” 


“The Bible says there is a time for peace and a time for war. This is a time for war,” 
Netanyahu said. 


Netanyahu framed Israel’s fight as one between good and evil. He noted that civilian 
casualties are tragic, but sometimes necessary when waging war. He noted that British 
RAF fighters—in 1944—attempted to bomb the Gestapo headquarters in 
Copenhagen, “a perfectly legitimate target.” 


They hit a children’s hospital instead—and about 84 children were burned to death. 


“That is not a war crime, that is not something you blame Britain for doing... that was a 
legitimate act of war with tragic consequences that accompanied such legitimate 
actions—and you didn't tell the allies ‘Don't stamp out Nazism’ because of such tragic 
consequences,” he said, according to The Daily Mail. “They went to the end because 
they knew that the future of our civilization was at stake. | am telling you right now the 
future of our civilization is at stake—we have to win this war.” 
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BIDEN TELLS JEWISH RABBIS, NO TIME FOR CEASE FIRE 


Jessica Rosenberg, a rabbi, interrupted a 
speech by President Joe Biden last week 
and urged him to call for a ceasefire in 
Gaza. 
8. 


The president was addressing about 200 
people when Rosenberg shouted out, “If 
you care about Jewish people, as a rabbi, 
| need you to call for a ceasefire right now.” 


RT, the Russian news outlet, reported that her outburst gave voice to the Jewish 
community that does not support the Gaza genocide. 


Brant Rosen, another rabbi from an anti-Zionist synagogue from Chicago, wrote in 
Truthout that he feels horribly for Israelis who’ve lost loved ones in the 7 October 
Hamas attack. He said there are many American Jews who are grappling with a lot of 
emotions. 


NPR interviewed a Jewish woman who took part in a Jewish Voice for Peace rally in 
Washington who said her decision divided her family. 


The woman was identified only by her first name, Ally, and she said she was 
confronted by her father at dinner. 


"My dad is a staunch Zionist. He said, 'You better not fucking have gone to that 
protest,” she said. 


She continued, “He was like, 'I don't want to have you in my house right now. You are 
not welcome at this dinner table.” 


The report said Ally has family in Israel who serve in the IDF. Not only does she want a 
ceasefire, she wants the grievances of Palestinians to be addressed. 
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“My position as a Jew is that it [has] always been our responsibility, according to our 
religion, to stand up for all those who are targeted, all those who are oppressed, all 
those who are facing violence. Because as a people, we've been persecuted for so 
long.” 


Rosen, the Chicago rabbi, noted that “Palestinians and their allies have long been 
sounding the alarm that Israel was subjecting Palestinians to a brutally violent 
apartheid regime against Palestinians with impunity — and there would be terrible 
consequences if the international community failed to intervene.” 


He cited Rashid Khalidi, the Palestinian historian, who recently said: “An entire people 
[has been] living under this kind of incredible oppression, in a pressure cooker. It had 
to explode.” 


The Pew Research Center found about half of Jewish Americans 65 and over say 
Israel is an essential part of their Jewish identity, according to NPR. “For Jews 29 and 
under, that number goes down to 35 percent,” the report said. 


TRENDPOST: The Biden administration has not called for a ceasefire and—even if it 
did—there is no indication that Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu would 
agree. 


The administration has been internally divided about its approach to Israel. (See 
“BIDEN SAYS ISRAELI SETTLER ATTACKS IN OCCUPIED WEST BANK HAVE TO 
STOP, BUT DOES NOTHING TO STOP THEM” 31 Oct 2023, “PROMOTE ISRAELI 
PROPAGANDA OR ELSE: ONLY ONE SIDE PERMITTED DURING ISRAEL WAR” 24 
Oct 2023 and “MUTINY AT STATE DEPARTMENT OVER ISRAEL APPROACH?” 23 
Oct 2023.) 


There is growing frustration in the U.S. State Department over its complete backing of 
Israel as the country bombed Gaza into the Stone Age while preventing life-saving 
humanitarian aid from entering the impoverished coastal city. 
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There are even concerns about the war’s impact on Biden’s re-election campaign. A 
high-ranking DNC official told Axios, “The president centered his 2020 campaign on a 
‘Battle for the Soul of the Nation,’ but it seems as though the administration is currently 
in a battle for its own soul.” 


"I don't know how you can see supporting the large-scale killing of Palestinian civilians 
as anything but immoral," the official said. 


The New York Times reported on Sunday that Biden is losing to former president 
Donald Trump in nearly every battleground state. 


“The world is falling apart under Biden,” Spencer Weiss, 53, who supported him in 
2020 but is now backing Trump, told the paper. “I would much rather see somebody 
that | feel can be a positive role-model leader for the country. But at least | think Trump 
has his wits about him.” 


Politico noted that the Gaza war is hurting support from Biden’s base. 


Wa’el Alzayat, CEO of the Muslim advocacy group Emgage, told the news outlet that 
Trump’s Muslim ban is still fresh in the minds of many Muslim Americans, but Biden’s 
approval of Israel's bombing campaign could lead to a large block to just staying home 
on Election Day. 


“These numbers reflect the communities who are opposed to the handling of this war. 
... | absolutely believe they’ve lost progressives. They’ve lost young people. They’ve 
lost probably a good chunk of the Black community, and like as of this moment, the 
entire Arab-Muslim community,” he told Politico. “We’re 12 months away, so it’s hard 
to know where they’re going to be, but this is a snapshot of where the country is right 
now.” 
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HEZBOLLAH HEAD BLAMES IDF FOR CARRYING OUT 7 OCTOBER MASSACRE 


Sayyed Hassan Nasrallah, the head of 

| Hezbollah, said in a widely watched 
speech that the major 7 October attack 
was carried out by Israel’s own forces and 
- not Hamas. 


= Nasrallah insisted that Hezbollah knew 
nothing about the planning of the attack. 


“Even other Palestinian factions were not privy to it, let alone resistance movements 
abroad,” he said, according to The Times of Israel. He appeared to contradict himself 
later in the speech and said the 7 October attack was a “100 percent Palestinian 
operation, planned and executed by Palestinians for the Palestinian cause, it has no 
relation at all to any international or regional issues.” 


Israel said about 3,000 “terrorists” invaded southern Israel for the assault that killed 
about 1,400 Israelis. Israel said in the first two days of fighting, its forces killed around 
1,000 terrorists in Israeli territory and captured another 200, The Times of Israel 
reported. 


Much of the 7 October attack seems to still be shrouded in secrecy. How could a 
rag-tag group of 3,000 fighters stage such an elaborate attack while living in one of 
the most surveilled areas on Earth and against one of the world’s most advanced 
militaries? (See “WEST SELLS ISRAELI LINE THAT HAMAS ATTACK WAS 
‘INTELLIGENCE FAILURE’ GLOSSES OVER FACT THAT NETANYAHU WAS FIGHTING 
FOR POLITICAL SURVIVAL” 10 Oct 2023.) 


Mondoweiss reported that there is a “growing number of reports that indicate the 
Israeli military was also responsible for Israeli civilian and military deaths” during the 
attack. These reports claim that Israeli forces were forced to bomb homes and bases 
on 7 October knowing that Israelis were inside. 
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The Grayzone asked, “How many Israeli citizens said to have been ‘burned alive’ were 
actually killed by friendly fire?” 


Yasmin Porat, an Israeli woman, told Israel Radio that there was no doubt that the 
Israeli military killed numerous citizens. “They eliminated everyone, including the 
hostages,” she said. 


Nasrallah went on to accuse Israel of falsely claiming that Hamas beheaded 
babies— without producing evidence—“whereas the whole world has seen images of 
Palestinian children bombed in Gaza,” according to The Times of Israel. 


“The US must be held accountable and pay the price for the crimes perpetrated by 
Israel in Gaza, hence resistance movements have attacked and will continue to attack 
American forces in Iraq and Syria,” he said. 


TRENDPOST: The Trends Journal has reported extensively on how the U.S. 
continues to keep a large troop presence in the Middle East, despite being uninvited. 
(See “U.S. PUMPS MIDDLE EAST REGION WITH WEAPONS AS ISRAELI GROUND 
INVASION LOOMED” 31 Oct 2023 and “PENTAGON REJECTS IRANIAN REPORT 
THAT AMERICAN FORCES ARE ENGAGED IN GROUND OPERATIONS IN ISRAEL” 
31 Oct 2023.) 


The U.S. has said it is focused on “supporting Israels defense needs” no matter the 
cost. This blind support has driven a wedge between the U.S. and traditional allies like 
Jordan and Saudi Arabia who are unhappy with Israel’s brutal mass murder of 
Palestinians in Gaza and the mass destruction of the tiny city that is densely populated 
with 2.3 million people. 


A senior Israeli military source told Al-Monitor that Nasrallah seems to have no interest 
in joining the war to any major degree. 


“He seems to be folding,” the source said. 


Another Israeli source told the outlet, “Everyone talks about the intensity of the air 
force attacks on Gaza. But the truth is that the force is only operating at 40 percent of 
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its capabilities, because all eyes are on Nasrallah's north. If the northern arena ignites, 
Hezbollah will feel the full capability of the air force.” 


Nasrallah made the speech on Friday from an undisclosed location at about the same 
time U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken was visiting Israel in a failed attempt to get 
Israel to agree to a “humanitarian pause.” 


He made clear that this is a Palestinian war “totally so, unconnected to other 
geopolitical issues,” according to Haaretz. 


ISRAEL: BOMBS AWAY OVER PALESTINIAN REFUGEE CAMP 


Multiple Israeli missile strikes on the 
densely populated Jabaliya refugee camp 
has been a new source of division between 
Israel, the U.S., and much of Europe, and 
the rest of the world. 


The first round of airstrikes last Tuesday 
killed at least 80 and injured hundreds. 
(Hamas put the death toll at 195.) The UN said the strikes could amount to war crimes. 


The devastation was sudden. 


“Children were carrying other injured children and running, with grey dust filling the air. 
Bodies were hanging on the rubble, many of them unrecognized. Some were bleeding 
and others were burnt,” one witness told CNN. 


Politico, citing U.S. and Israeli officials, reported on Friday that the Pentagon 


requested an explanation for the attack from Israel, which has said the refugee camp 
was housing some of the top Hamas fighters who organized the 7 October attack. 
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TRENDPOST: It is worth noting that the bombing of Jabaliya sparked a tense 
exchange on CNN between Wolf Blitzer and Lt. Col. Richard Hecht of the Israeli 
Defense Forces. 


Hecht said there was “a very senior Hamas commander in that area.” 
“Sadly, he was hiding, again, as they do behind civilians,” he said. 


Blitzer, who is Jewish and once worked for AIPAC before taking top anchor job at 
CNN, asked: “But even if that Hamas commander was there amidst all those 
Palestinian refugees who are in that Jabaliya refugee camp, Israel still went ahead and 
dropped a bomb there, knowing that a lot of innocent civilians, men, women and 
children presumably would be killed?” 


Hecht called the deaths a “tragedy of war.” (See “HAARETZ NOTES THAT NEARLY 
HALF OF THOSE KILLED DURING HAMAS ATTACK WERE ISRAELI SECURITY 
FORCES” 31 Oct 2023, “U.S. CALLED OUT BY DEVELOPING WORLD FOR BLATANT 
HYPOCRISY OVER ISRAEL AND RUSSIA” 31 Oct 2023 and “ISRAEL ATTACKS UN 
CHIEF FOR SAYING THEIR SLAUGHTER OF INNOCENTS AND DESTRUCTION OF 
GAZA ARE ‘CLEAR VIOLATIONS’ OF INTERNATIONAL LAW” 31 Oct 2023.) 


Brig. Gen. Pat Ryder, a Pentagon spokesman, echoed Israel’s comment that Hamas 
uses Civilians as human shields. 


Sen. Lindsey Graham, R-S.C., told CNN that there is no amount of Palestinian 
casualties that would make him question Israel. 


“No. If somebody asked us after World War Il, ‘Is there a limit, what would you do to 
make sure that Japan and Germany don’t conquer the world?’ Is there any limit what 
Israel should do to the people who are trying to slaughter the Jews? The answer is no. 
There is no limit,” he said. 


The New York Times, citing experts and an analysis conducted by the paper, reported 
on Saturday that Israel used two 2,000-pound bombs during the Tuesday airstrike. The 
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paper said the bombs themselves are the second-strongest in the Israeli arsenal and 
has raised new questions about “proportionality.” 


Israel carried out new strikes on the refugee camp just a day after the major blow. 


Hamas denied that any senior commander was present in the refugee camp and 
deemed the claim an Israeli excuse for killing civilians, Al Jazeera reported. 


Andre Damon, the WSWS writer used the Jabaliya attack as evidence that the U.S. 
and Israel finally knows what to do about the Palestinian problem. 


“Israel, with the support of the imperialist powers, is waging a war of mass annihilation 
and ethnic cleansing aimed at killing as many Palestinians as possible and driving 
whoever is left alive out of Gaza — either scattered around the world as stateless 
refugees or driven into the Sinai Desert.” 


Damon quoted Galit Distel-Atbaryan, a Knesset member and former information 
minister, who called for “erasing all of Gaza from the face of the Earth” and making it 
so “the Gazan monsters will fly to the southern fence and try to enter Egyptian 
territory —or they will die....Gaza should be erased.” 


Craig Mokhiber, the outgoing director of the New York Office of the United Nations 
High Commissioner for Human Rights, mentioned how the world body has failed the 
Palestinians. 


“This is a textbook case of genocide,” he said in a parting note. “The European, 
ethno-nationalist, settler colonial project in Palestine has entered its final phase, 
toward the expedited destruction of the last remnants of indigenous Palestinian life in 
Palestine. What’s more, the governments of the U.S., the UK, and much of Europe, are 
wholly complicit in the horrific assault. Not only are these governments refusing to 
meet their treaty obligations ‘to ensure respect’ for the Geneva Conventions, but they 
are, in fact, actively arming the assault, providing economic and intelligence support, 
and giving political and diplomatic cover for Israel’s atrocities.” 
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Indeed, American commandos were reportedly on the ground and the U.S. military has 
been flying drones above Gaza under the auspices of finding hostages. 


Israel’s biggest cheerleader has been the U.S. and U.K. Newly elected House Speaker 
Mike Johnson made it his first order of business to approve new funding for Israel and 
quickly passed $14.3 billion in support -- while cutting IRS funding. AntiWar.com noted 
that just 80 British MPs out of 650 have called for a ceasefire in Gaza. 


The report noted that Israel has been assisted by a friendly media in the West that 
continually presents Gazans as terrorists, while Israelis are the “good guys” who not 
only have the right—but the obligation to defend itself from these Palestinian 
monsters. 


The New York Times ran a story last week on how Fox News has essentially refused to 
present the Palestinian plight, and thus, has endeared itself to new Jewish viewers. 
The Times noted that Fox News has wrapped itself in the Israeli flag and its coverage 
“tends to emphasize the radical and antisemitic elements of the pro-Palestine 
opposition, particularly on college campuses, while playing down the civilian casualties 
from Israeli strikes.” 


The phrase “Israel has the right to defend itself,” is the official line from both American 
Officials and their British allies, and “serves as western cover for, and complicity in, the 
crimes against humanity Israel has been committing: mass killings and wanton 
destruction; a ‘complete siege’ of Gaza, starving it of food and water; and attacks on 
community infrastructure such as hospitals, schools, mosques, and UN compounds,” 
AntiWar wrote. 


Blinken met with Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas on Sunday to discuss the 
ongoing war. Blinken’s motorcade was met with protesters with signs: “Blinken blood 
is on your hands.” The Associated Press noted that the meeting ended without any 
public comment. 


The AP, citing WAFA, the Palestinian news network, reported that the two discussed 
post-war Gaza that could mean giving control to the Palestinian Authority. Abbas said 


he would only consider such a plan if there is a “comprehensive political solution.” He 
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said there will be no military solution for the conflict. He said Israel needs to end its 
occupation and the Palestinian state should be formed with the pre-1967 borders in 
mind. 


SURGE IN ANTISEMITISM SEEN IN EUROPE AFTER HAMAS ATTACK, REVENGE 
BOMBING BY ISRAEL 


Jewish people living in Europe have 
expressed concerns about an increase in 
antisemitism as Israel continues to reject 
international calls for a ceasefire in Gaza 
after a major 7 October attack by Hamas 
that killed 1,300 Jews. 


“There is a feeling of helplessness that has 
never been experienced before,” Joel Rubinfeld of the Belgian League Against 
Anti-Semitism, told The New York Times. 


One of the attacks targeted a Jewish cemetery in Vienna that resulted in holy books 
being destroyed and portions of the main building at a near-total loss. CNN noted that 
the last time this particular cemetery was targeted was 85 years ago during 
Kristallnacht. 


“After the seventh of October, antisemitism grew dramatically here in Austria, here in 
Europe, all over the world,” Oskar Deutsch, head of the Jewish Community in Vienna, 
told CNN. 


Gérald Darmanin, French interior minister said there have been more than 800 
antisemitic acts in the country, which is about twice as many as in the whole of 2022. 


Britain had about as many attacks as France in the time period. 


There was a massive pro-Palestine protest held in London on Saturday that resulted in 
29 arrests. Police said one of the men arrested was found using retrospective facial 
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recognition technology after making antisemitic comments during a speech, according 
to CNN. 


Robert Habeck, Germany’s vice chancellor, said he will fight antisemitism by 
threatening removal from the country. He said, “Antisemitism is not to be tolerated in 
any form,” according to Politico. 


“Anyone who is German will have to answer for it in court. If you’re not German, you 
also risk your residency status. Anyone who doesn’t have a residence permit provides 
a reason to be deported,” he said. 


TRENDPOST: The New York Times reported that there is some dismay in the Jewish 
community on how the deadly Hamas attack could somehow create such anti-Jewish 
backlash. But it was not the attack that caused the backlash, it was Israel’s slaughter in 
Gaza and more people learning about the deplorable conditions that Gazans have 
been living in. 


Israel killed over 10,000 people in Gaza, mainly children in bombing campaigns. Israeli 
Officials keep selling the bullshit line that they are trying to protect innocents, but 
blame Hamas for using civilians as human shields. The Times reported that Israel used 
at least two 2,000 pound bombs in its airstrike on Jabaliya, which killed scores and 
wounded hundreds. 


Human Rights Watch said Israel’s decision to cut off electricity and water to Gaza, 
block the entry of fuel, food, and all but a trickle of humanitarian aid —including 
medicines—amounts to “collective punishment,” a war crime. 


Unlike other Israeli military attacks in Gaza, The Times noted that images of dead 
Palestinian women and children “race across social media and feed an anger that has 
long been festering, particularly among the billions of Muslims living in Europe, over 
the Israeli control of Palestinians in the occupied West Bank and in Gaza.” The paper 
wrote, “In this intersectional worldview, the fight against Israel—and often its very 
existence— becomes part of a global battle of the oppressed for justice and equality. In 
this good-and-evil matrix, Jews are deemed not to fare well.” 
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The Trends Journal has reported extensively on how Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu’s coalition government is comprised of racists and hardliners who have 
called for entire Palestinian towns to be wiped out. (See “NETANYAHU’S HARDLINE 
COALITION TAKES HOLD AMID SURGE IN VIOLENCE AGAINST PALESTINIANS” 5 
Jul 2023, “MIDDLE EAST MELTDOWN: ISRAEL KEEPS RAMPING UP WAR IN 
OCCUPIED TERRITORY” 27 Jun 2023, “6 PALESTINIANS KILLED IN THE LATEST 
ISRAELI RAID ON JENIN REFUGEE CAMP. U.S.-MADE APACHE HELICOPTER 
GUNSHIPS TAKE PART” 20 Jun 2023 and “ISRAEL, PALESTINIANS IN ANOTHER 
BLOODY CLASH, AS TOP ISRAELIS CALL TO EXTEND CONFLICT TO WEST BANK” 
16 May 2023.) 


Barack Obama, the former U.S. president, was interviewed on Saturday and seemed 
to try to strike a balance between supporting Israel without overlooking the Palestinian 
abuse. He said in order to be constructive, one must see that it is a complex issue. 


“That what Hamas did was horrific and there’s no justification for it, and what is also 
true is that the occupation, and what is happening to Palestinians, is unbearable,” he 
Said. 


Norman Finkelstein, a Jewish American political scientist and peace activist., said 
Obama’s comments were true, but they “don’t get us anywhere.” 


“The protocol right now in the news media is everything began on Oct. 7,” he said. 
“But, in fact, Oct. 7 wasn’t the beginning, Oct. 7 was the climax. It was the climax of a 
people being immured in a concentration camp for 20 years.” 


Indeed, since Netanyahu’s extreme right wing government (as the mainstream media 
characterized it) came into power last December, we reported on the increases of 
attacks on Palestinians, the stealing of more of their land and scores of atrocities 
committed against them by the Israeli government and settlers. Also, long forgotten, 
were the 39 weeks of hundreds of thousands of Israeli’s taking to the streets in protest 
to Netanyahu’s Judicial Reform mandate which the Israeli media called a “Civil War.” 


See: 
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“ISRAEL AND U.S. RAMP UP MILITARY DRILLS WITH EYES ON IRAN” (6 Dec 
2022) 

“ISRAEL SAYS IT WILL BOMB BEIRUT AIRPORT IF IT IS USED BY IRAN TO 
SMUGGLE ARMS: REPORT” (13 Dec 2022) 

“PROTESTS BREAK OUT IN ISRAEL OVER NETANYAHU’S NEW COALITION 
GOVERNMENT” (20 Dec 2022) 

“UN TAKES TO RULE ON ISRAEL SETTLEMENTS OF PALESTINIAN 
TERRITORIES” (10 Jan 2023) 

“TOP TREND 2023, MIDDLE EAST MELTDOWN: ISRAEL BOMBS 
DAMASCUS’S INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT” (10 Jan 2023) 

“TOP TREND 2023, MIDDLE EAST MELTDOWN: ISRAELI MP WANTS TO WAGE 
WAR AGAINST PALESTINIANS” (10 Jan 2023) 

“LARGE-SCALE PROTESTS BREAK OUT IN ISRAEL OVER NETANYAHU’S 
‘REFORM’ PLANS” (17 Jan 2023) 

“TOP TREND 2023, MIDDLE EAST MELTDOWN: ISRAEL, US RAMP UP WAR 
WITH IRAN” (24 Jan 2023) 

“UN RESOLUTION: ISRAEL FACES INTERNATIONAL CONDEMNATION FOR 
PUNISHING PALESTINIANS” (24 Jan 2023) 

“RUSSIA SENDS WARNING TO ISRAEL OVER DRONE ATTACK, HINTS THAT 
U.S. WAS INVOLVED” (31 Jan 2023) 

“TOP TREND 2023, MIDDLE EAST MELTDOWN: ISRAEL RAMPS UP DEADLY 
RAIDS ON PALESTINIANS; GUNMAN RETALIATES IN FRONT OF 
SYNAGOGUE?” (31 Jan 2023) 
9 “ISRAEL KEEPS KILLING PALESTINIANS” (7 Feb 2023) 
e “RUSSIA WARNS ISRAEL AGAINST PROVIDING UKRAINE WITH IRON DOME 
DEFENSE SYSTEM” (7 Feb 2023) 

“DOES ISRAEL SEEK A “FINAL SOLUTION FOR PALESTINIANS?” (14 Feb 
2023) 
e “ISRAEL ON BRINK OF CIVIL WAR” (14 Feb 2023) 

“MIDDLE EAST MELTDOWN: ISRAEL LOOKS TO SAUDI ARABIA TO 
COUNTER IRAN” (21 Feb 2023) 

“ISRAEL CONDUCTS ‘DEADLIEST’ ATTACK ON DAMASCUS AS SYRIA TRIES 
TO OVERCOME HISTORIC EARTHQUAKE?” (21 Feb 2023) 

“MIDDLE EAST MELTDOWN: ISRAELI ‘SETTLERS’ ATTACK PALESTINIAN 
VILLAGES IN OCCUPIED WEST BANK” (28 Feb 2023) 
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“MIDDLE EAST MELTDOWN: SYRIA SAYS ISRAEL LAUNCHED ATTACK ON 
ALEPPO AIRPORT” (7 Mar 2023) 

“PROTESTS KEEP ERUPTING IN ISRAEL, ELITE AIR FORCE RESERVISTS 
STRIKE” (7 Mar 2023) 

e “IRANIAN WARSHIP’S VISIT TO BRAZIL DRAWS ISRAEL’S IRE” (7 Mar 2023) 

9 “WWIII: ISRAEL SAYS RUSSIA COULD PROVIDE IRAN WITH UPDATED AIR 
DEFENSE SYSTEMS SO WINDOW ON NUKE FACILITIES COULD BE CLOSING” 
(7 Mar 2023) 

“MIDDLE EAST MELTDOWN: ISRAELI OFFICIAL CALLS FOR PALESTINIAN 
VILLAGE TO BE ‘WIPED OUT” (7 Mar 2023) 

“ISRAEL KILLS 3 MORE PALESTINIANS DURING ANOTHER DEADLY WEEK” 
(14 Mar 2023) 

“MIDDLE EAST MELTDOWN: ISRAEL’S HARDLINE GOVERNMENT INCREASES 
THE PACE OF DESTROYING PALESTINIAN HOMES” (21 Mar 2023) 

“ISRAEL BLAMED FOR ANOTHER ATTACK ON SYRIAN AIRPORT” (28 Mar 
2023) 

“MIDDLE EAST MELTDOWN: IRAN VOWS REVENGE AGAINST ISRAEL AFTER 
KILLING” (4 Apr 2023) 

“ISRAEL ROCKED BY NEW ROUND OF PROTESTS OVER JUDICIAL 
OVERHAUL?” (18 Apr 2023) 

e “ISRAEL KEEPS BOMBING SYRIA” (18 Apr 2023) 

e “ISRAEL PUSHING U.S. TO FIGHT IRAN” (18 Apr 2023) 

e “ISRAEL INCHES TOWARD CIVIL WAR: PRO-GOVERNMENT PROTESTERS 
ORGANIZE” (2 May 2023) 

“MIDDLE EAST MELTDOWN: ISRAELI AIR RAIDS TARGETS INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT IN SYRIA” (2 May 2023) 

“HUNGER STRIKER DEATH SPARKS ROCKET EXCHANGE BETWEEN 
PALESTINE AND ISRAEL” (9 May 2023) 

“MIDDLE EAST MELTDOWN: ISRAEL, PALESTINIANS IN ANOTHER BLOODY 
CLASH, AS TOP ISRAELIS CALL TO EXTEND CONFLICT TO WEST BANK” (16 
May 2023) 

“ISRAEL WARNS THAT ATTACK ON IRAN MAY BE IMMINENT OVER NUCLEAR 
ADVANCEMENTS” (30 May 2023) 

“MIDDLE EAST MELTDOWN: ISRAEL BOMBS SECRET IRANIAN FACTORIES IN 
SYRIA: REPORT” (6 Jun 2023) 
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“NETANYAHU: ISRAEL WILL PROCEED WITH CONTROVERSIAL JUDICIAL 
OVERHAUL?” (20 Jun 2023) 

“6 PALESTINIANS KILLED IN THE LATEST ISRAELI RAID ON JENIN REFUGEE 
CAMP. U.S.-MADE APACHE HELICOPTER GUNSHIPS TAKE PART” (20 Jun 
2023) 

“UN: OK FOR ISRAEL TO KILL PALESTINIAN CHILDREN, BUT SHAMES 
RUSSIA FOR KILLING CHILDREN IN UKRAINE” (27 Jun 2023) 

“MIDDLE EAST MELTDOWN: ISRAEL KEEPS RAMPING UP WAR IN OCCUPIED 
TERRITORY” (27 Jun 2023) 

“AS PROTESTS AGAINST HIS JUDICIAL REFORM ESCALATE AND ITS 
AIRPORT IS SHUT DOWN, ISRAEL LAUNCHES BIGGEST MILITARY 
OPERATION AGAINST PALESTINIANS IN DECADES” (5 Jul 2023) 
e “ISRAEL RAMPS UP KILLING SPREE” (11 Jul 2023) 
9 “THE ISRAELI WAY: BOMBS AWAY FOR ANY REASON THEY MAKE UP” (11 
Jul 2023) 
e “ISRAEL HONING Al IN BATTLEFIELD SITUATIONS” (18 Jul 2023) 
e “IT’S PAST TIME TO BE HONEST ABOUT ISRAEL” (25 Jul 2023) 
e “WHAT APARTHEID? U.S. HOUSE GIVES ITS BLESSING TO ISRAEL AFTER 
RECENT ATROCITIES” (25 Jul 2023) 

“MASSIVE PROTESTS BREAK OUT IN ISRAEL AFTER PASSING OF JUDICIAL 
REFORM’S ‘REASONABLENESS BILL” (25 Jul 2023) 

“ISRAEL’S APARTHEID STATE NOT AN APARTHEID DECLARES 
WASHINGTON” (1 Aug 2023) 

“PROTESTS KEEP ROCKING ISRAEL AS NETANYAHU MOVES AHEAD WITH 
JUDICIAL REFORMS” (1 Aug 2023) 

“DUH-MOCK-RACY: ISRAEL HOLDING OVER 1,200 DETAINEES — MAINLY 
PALESTINIANS—WHO HAVE NOT BEEN CHARGED” (8 Aug 2023) 

“WHEN ALL ELSE FAILS, THEY TAKE YOU TO WAR: ISRAEL, U.S. PRACTICE 
STRIKING IRANIAN TARGETS” (12 Sep 2023) 

“LAVROV CALLS OUT WEST’S HYPOCRISY. CITING ISRAEL’S OCCUPATION 
OF GOLAN HEIGHTS” (26 Sep 2023) 

“ISRAEL CARRIES OUT AIRSTRIKES ON GAZA AS TENSIONS IN REGION 
SIMMER” (3 Oct 2023) 

“MIDDLE EAST NATIONS SAY HAMAS STRIKES ON ISRAEL WERE 
PROVOKED” (10 Oct 2023) 
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9 “WEST SELLS ISRAELI LINE THAT HAMAS ATTACK WAS ‘INTELLIGENCE 
FAILURE’ GLOSSES OVER FACT THAT NETANYAHU WAS FIGHTING FOR 
POLITICAL SURVIVAL” (10 Oct 2023) 


WHITE HOUSE CONDEMNS UNHINGED FOX NEWS HOST WHO ACCUSED CNN 
ANCHORS OF BEING ‘SELF-HATING JEWS’ 


Mark Levin, the neocon Jewish 
“conservative” on Fox News, drew criticism 
from the White House last week after he 
excoriated CNN anchors for reporting on 
Israeli atrocities in Gaza, calling them 
“self-hating Jews.” 


| Levin was targeting Wolf Blitzer, who was 

once employed by AIPAC, and Jake 
Tapper, two of his competitor’s biggest names. Levin claimed Blitzer’s parents were 
not victims of the Holocaust, and he accused Tapper of promoting propaganda for 
“the enemy.” 


Blitzer has long reported on his family’s links to the Holocaust and the White House 
condemned Levin, and said such rhetoric has “no place in America.” 


Levin called Blitzer a “a dumb bastard” with “a hearing problem and an IQ problem.” 
He accused the host of wanting Israel “to die.” 


TRENDPOST: It is worth noting that Levin did not back down from his remarks and 
accused the White House of trying to intimidate him. He called CNN one of the most 
pro-Hamas outlets in the U.S., according to the cable news outlet. He even criticized 
another anchor, Poppy Harlow, of supporting Hamas by asking Sen. Dick Durban, 
D-III., if there should be a humanitarian ceasefire in Gaza. 
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“President Biden believes in an America where we come together against hate and 
don’t fan its flames. But not only is Fox News aligning with those who fan the flames of 
hate —Fox is paying their salaries,” Andrew Bates, a White House spokesman, said. 


Levin made headlines last month when he suggested that Israel could resort to the 
Samson Option in the event it faces an existential threat. (See “FOX NEWS HOST 
SUGGESTS THAT ISRAEL MAY GO NUCLEAR IF IT FACES MULTI-FRONT WAR,” 17 
Oct 2023.) 


Levin imagined a scenario where Israel faced defeat: “What are they going to do?” 


ግ think | know what they’d do. / know what we [the U.S.] would do, we would destroy 
the enemy, because otherwise we’re exterminated. That’s all | have to say.” 


Levin, who was heated during the interview, said, “If Israel is going to face annihilation, 
you think they have those nukes in there to collect dust?” 


Top Fox Anchor Has Had Enough of Arabs 


Jesse Watters, the current anchor in Fox News’s 8 p.m. time slot, was criticized for a 
racist diatribe targeting Arabs amid Israel’s relentless bombing of Gaza. 


“| want to say something about Arab Americans and about the Muslim world...We ... 
and when | say ‘we,’ | mean the West and Western technology, have created the 
Middle East. We made them rich. We got that oil out of the ground, our military 
protects all of these oil shipments flying around the world, making them rich. We fund 
their military. We respect their kings. We kill their terrorists. Okay? But we’ve had it. 
We’ve had it with them.” 


He continued, “And so, if you’re an Arab American in this country, and you ripped 
down posters of Jewish hostages of American hostages, no, no, no, no, someone is 
going to get punched in the face. When you rip down posters of hostages like that. 
This is—absolutely —not.” 


The White House called Watters’s comment “hateful lies.” 
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The New York Times noted that Fox News seems to be the must-watch channel for 
Jewish Americans who support the Gaza slaughter. 


“The network’s unflinching support for Israel in its fight against Hamas has put the 
conservative network in the good graces of many Jews who see other coverage of 
Israel as biased,” the paper wrote. 


The paper continued, “Fox News has wrapped itself in the Israeli flag in the weeks 
since the Hamas attack. Its coverage tends to emphasize the radical and antisemitic 
elements of the pro-Palestinian opposition, particularly on college campuses, while 
playing down the civilian casualties from Israeli strikes.” 


TRENDPOST: This should come as no surprise to subscribers of The Trends Journal. 
Just last week we reported on the unlikely rise of Rep. Mike Johnson, R-La., to the 
Speaker of the House. (See “SPEAKER MIKE JOHNSON IS ISRAEL’S FAR-RIGHT’S 
MAN.” 31 Oct 2023.) 


Haaretz wrote that his selection was “the most significant victory to date for 
evangelical Christians’ pro-Israel movement.” 


The paper noted that Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu relies on Evangelical support 
in the U.S. as his own government moves to the right and was losing some support 
from American Jews. The 7 October attack by Hamas only moved the “pro-Israel 
Evangelical” even more “vocally pro-Israel.” 


This is where Fox News comes in. 

Fox News, which has interviewed Johnson over a dozen times in the few weeks since 
he became speaker, is the perfect outlet for pro-Netanyahu propaganda because it 
uses culture wars to keep Evangelicals engaged and angry. 

And you can’t argue with results. The Times noted that Fox News’s “ratings from major 
metropolitan areas with large Jewish populations, including New York, Miami and Los 


Angeles, show a spike in viewership that outpaces its rivals.” 
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TRENDPOST: The mass media is an arrogant clown show that has zero to do with 
“journalism,” which, as we had noted and forecast, is dead in America and most of 
what morons and imbeciles call “democracies.” 


See: 


“SLAUGHTER IN THE NEWSROOM” (21 Oct 2014) 


9 “THE FOURTH ESTATE: RIP” (1 Dec 2076) 
e “NEWSPAPER REVIVAL? HATE TRUMP MEDIA WAVE WON’T SAVE THEM” (31 


May 2017) 

“THE DAILY NEWSPAPER, THE BEDROCK OF THE 4TH ESTATE. IS ON LIFE 
SUPPORT” (15 May 2019) 

“CNN, HOW LOW CAN YOU GO?” (5 May 2020) 

“PAPER OF RECORD’ SELLS FEAR & HYSTERIA” (30 Jun 2020) 

“CNN: THE VOICE OF HYPOCRISY” (23 Feb 2021) 

“CNN AGAIN ADMITS SELLING COVID BOOSTS RATINGS” (9 Mar 2021) 
“FREEDOM OF THE PRESS IS DEAD. EDITOR DEMANDS ANTI-VAXXERS ARE 
‘RUBBISHED’ FROM PAPER.” (27 Jul 2021) 

“POLITICO’S NOT JOURNALISM. IT’S A PRESSTITUTE PUBLICATION” (19 Oct 
2021) 


e “CNN CLOWN SHOW EXPOSES MEDIA’S POLITICAL TIES” (22 Feb 2022) 
e “E.U. BANS RUSSIAN MEDIA OUTLETS TO SILENCE VOICES NOT SINGING 


THEIR TUNE” (1 Mar 2022) 

“PRESSTITUTES AND POLITICIANS PLAY FOR THE SAME TEAM. WAKE UP 
KIDDIES.” (1 Mar 2022) 

“DEATH OF JOURNALISM: NEWS COMPANIES CUT BUDGETS” (24 Jan 2023) 
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MASS MURDER AND GENOCIDE: ISRAEL’S GAZA CARPET BOMBING 
MURDERS TENS OF THOUSANDS, WOUNDS SCORES OF THOUSANDS OF 
PALESTINIANS 


Israel’s bombing campaign in Gaza, one of 
the most densely populated cities on Earth, 
combined with its total lockdown so the 
people can’t escape, has created an 
unusually cruel environment for the 2.3 
million people who are trapped in the city 

| amid the Israeli attacks. 


Israel—as with those countries who invade nations that keep selling the murderous 
line that they are fighting their enemy who is using civilians as human shields—says 
Hamas fighters use Palestinian civilians as shields. Thus, when Israel bombs hospitals, 
refugee camps, schools, buildings, homes and destroys cities... they are doing it 
because Hamas digs tunnels under hospitals etc., and hides out in UN schools in 
hopes of avoiding the Israeli wrath. 


WSWS noted that Israel has targeted hospitals, schools, and other places of refuge, in 
hopes of “ensuring that they never return.” 


The news outlet reported that this strategy has been years in the making. The dream is 
to move the population into the barren Sinai Desert in Egypt where Israel can 
construct military fortifications and barriers to make sure they stay in place. 
Palestinians have rejected the proposal and said it would amount to ethnic cleansing 
and a new war, Eurasia Review reported. 


“The Palestinians have a strong attachment to their land and history and have been 
resisting Israeli occupation and oppression for decades. They have also suffered from 
multiple displacements and expulsions in the past such as the Nakba of 1948 when 
hundreds of thousands of Palestinians were forced from their homes during the 
creation of Israel,” the report said. 
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The U.S. continues to try and parse words as to not anger the Israeli government, 
which has refused any humanitarian pauses until every hostage is released. There are 
believed to be about 230 Israeli hostages in Gaza. Hamas has claimed that dozens 
have been killed in indiscriminate Israeli strikes. 


Pope Francis used his Sunday sermon to call for a ceasefire. 
“I implore you to stop, in the name of God. Cease fire!” he said. 


He called for the release of the hostages and “expressed his hopes that ‘every 
possible avenue is pursued to absolutely avoid an escalation of the conflict, to provide 
assistance to the wounded, and to deliver aid to the population of Gaza, where the 
humanitarian situation is extremely dire,” according to Vatican News. 


On Sunday, Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, once again, rejected appeals 
for a ceasefire. 


“There will be no ceasefire without the return of our hostages, we say this to both our 
enemies and our friends. We will continue until we beat them,” he said, according to 
Reuters. 


Salama Marouf, a Hamas spokesman, said Israel carried out intense bombings around 
hospitals in Gaza on Saturday evening and into Sunday morning. 


Mohammad AI-Aloul, a photojournalist for Anadolu, lost his four children, four of his 
brothers, and their children in an Israeli strike on the Maghazi refugee camp in Gaza, 
Reuters reported. 


“My only daughter was martyred. My son Ahmed, the kind one, may God have mercy 
upon him. Kenan, may God have mercy upon him. Qais, may God have mercy upon 
him. What can | tell you?” he said, according to The Guardian. “My nephews were 
martyred, may God have mercy upon them. My brother was martyred with his children 
Aboud, Abdelrahim and Layan. All my brothers were martyred, except one, Mahmoud, 
who was injured when the walls fell on his back. My wife is in a critical condition.” 
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Hunger is spreading rapidly in Gaza and Israel is said to have targeted bakeries. Five 
bakeries have been directly targeted, Al Jazeera reported. The ones that remain open 
have a shortage of flour and many cannot operate because of the lack of fuel. 


Oxfam International said just about “two percent of the food required to feed Gaza’s 
population of 2.3 million has been delivered since 7 October,” the report said. 


TRENDPOST: The Biden administration allowed Netanyahu’s extreme right wing 
government, as termed by the mainstream media, to make life a living hell for 
Palestinians even before war broke out, so it is no surprise that the White House is 
impotent now. (See “NETANYAHU’S GOVERNMENT CONTINUES ITS WAR ON 
PALESTINIANS,” 12 Sep 2023.) 


As we have detailed, Israel’s current government is comprised of politicians who have 
called for the elimination of the Palestinian state. See: 


e “DUH-MOCK-RACY: ISRAEL HOLDING OVER 1,200 DETAINEES — MAINLY 
PALESTINIANS —WHO HAVE NOT BEEN CHARGED” (8 Aug 2023) 

e “NETANYAHU’S HARDLINE COALITION TAKES HOLD AMID SURGE IN 
VIOLENCE AGAINST PALESTINIANS” (5 Jul 2023) 

e “UN: OK FOR ISRAEL TO KILL PALESTINIAN CHILDREN, BUT SHAMES 
RUSSIA FOR KILLING CHILDREN IN UKRAINE” (27 Jun 2023) 

e “NETANYAHU’S GOVERNMENT TO STEAL MORE PALESTINIAN LAND” (20 Jun 


2023) 


In July, a military-style raid by Israel in Jenin sparked violence in the West Bank, 
prompting Itamar Ben-Gvir, Israel’s national security minister, to attend a high-ranking 
meeting. Ben-Gvir, an extremist settler himself, called the men who torched homes 
“good boys,” according to The Jerusalem Post. 


He joined Finance Minister Bezalel Smotrich who called administrative arrests against 
settlers “anti-democratic.” 


Smotrich has called on Israel to stop arrest raids and, instead, carry out a broad 
military operation on these camps. 
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“Administrative arrests turn people into heroes,” Ben-Gvir said. “I was the subject of an 
administrative arrest when / was 18. You’re turning snot-nosed boys into heroes.” 


TRENDPOST: By their deeds you shall know them. The facts for who Ben-Gvir is and 
his hatred of Palestinians and how the Israel War began long before Hamas attacked 
Israel on 7 October has been reported in The Trends Journal back last November 
29th. Here is just one of scores of articles that had forecast the current crisis: 


NETANYAHU’S COALITION MAKES DEAL WITH CONVICTED RACIST TO 
STAMP DOWN PALESTINIANS 


Benjamin Netanyahu’s Likud party signed a coalition agreement with the 
country’s Jewish Power party that was widely seen as a death blow to any 
chance of peace between Israelis and Palestinians. 


Itamar Ben-Gvir, the head of the Jewish Power party, will likely become the 
country’s national security minister under the deal. He was convicted in 2007 of 
incitement to racism and belonging to a terrorist organization, The Wall Street 
Journal reported. 


“We took a big step tonight toward a full coalition agreement, toward forming a 
fully, fully right-wing government,” Ben-Gvir said in a statement shortly after the 
deal. 


Ben-Gvir used the recent violence between Israelis and Palestinians to appeal to 
the public. 


The WSJ noted that he has dreams of deporting those he feels undermine the 
Jewish state and wants to see any “terrorist” nabbed by IDF soldiers executed. 
He also wants these soldiers to essentially have a license to kill. He said he aims 
to grant immunity to soldiers who kill Arabs holding stones or Molotov cocktails, 
“before they throw them.” 
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All Arabs, which make up about 20 percent of the country, should be deported, 
he said. 


TRENDPOST: Benny Ganiz, the outgoing defense minister, told reporters Friday 
that Netanyahu’s decision to tap Ben-Gvir for the security role means the leader 
of the Jewish Power party leader is the country’s de facto prime minister. 


“Netanyahu’s conduct is an admission that the real prime minister is going to be 
Ben-Gvir,” he said. 


The Times of Israel reported that the newly created “national security minister” 
position means it will be Ben-Gvir who will oversee the police force and the 
Border Police’s West Bank Division. 


The Trends Journal has reported extensively on how the relationship between 
Palestinians and Israelis is worsening Que to Israel’s crackdown in these areas. 
(See “UN COMMITTEE TO ISRAEL: STOP STEALING PALESTINIAN 

LAND,” “BLINKEN IS SHINING EXAMPLE OF HYPOCRISY, PALESTINIAN LIVES 
AND LAND DON’T MATTER,” “ISRAEL KILLS 4 PALESTINIAN 

TEENS” and “UNPROVOKED, ISRAEL BOMBS GAZA, KILLING 43, WOUNDING 


HUNDREDS.”) 


We have noted that the UN Security Council, the UN General Assembly, the 
International Committee of the Red Cross, the International Court of Justice, and 
the High Contracting Parties to the Convention have all affirmed that this is 
occupied territory, and Israeli settlements there are illegal. 


Furthermore, both Amnesty International and Human Rights Watch Israel have 
stated that Israel’s treatment of Palestinians meets the internationally accepted 
definition of apartheid. 


Video emerged online on Saturday that claimed to show an Israeli soldier in 


Hebron, a Palestinian city in the southern West Bank, telling an activist that 
ben-Gvir is “going to make order in this entire place... you’re screwed, it’s over. 
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You’re done making this place into a ‘whorehouse’...everything you do here is 
against the law. | decide what’s legal.” 


Protesters were also allegedly assaulted by Israeli forces and two had been 
suspended. 


There was a video that seemed to show an IDF soldier body-slamming an 
activist. Ben-Gvir raised the suspicions that the protesters could have 
antagonized the troops. 


“I know these extreme leftists who come to Hebron well. They abuse soldiers, 
insult them, curse them, and many times they also attack them,” he said. “I call 
on police to investigate if, in this case, the extreme leftists didn’t provoke soldiers 
and hurt them first so that the photos of the incident would be falsified.” 


Aviv Kohavi, the IDF chief of staff, criticized the soldiers and said in a letter to 
troops, “Incidents such as these tarnish the unit in which the soldier serves, the 
IDF and the State of Israel.” 


Video also claimed to show Ben-Gvir pulling a gun in Sheikh Jarrah, a Palestinian 
neighborhood, and telling the settlers that they should shoot any Palestinians 
who throw stones at them. 


The BBC noted that Ben-Gvir visited the spot where a bomb went off last week, 
killing a teenager and wounding 14 in Jerusalem. The bombing was the first in 
the city since 2016. He said, “Even if it’s in the West Bank, lay siege to them and 
go from house to house in search of guns and restore our deterrence power.” 


Gantz said establishing a “private army for Ben-Gvir in [the West Bank] is 
dangerous ... and will create real security failures,” The Times of Israel reported. 
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FRENCH POLITICIAN PUSHES BILL THAT WOULD MAKE CRITICISM OF 
ZIONISM A CRIME 


1 A group of French senators have 

_ introduced a bill that would make any 

| criticism of Zionism a crime as the country 
tries to get a grip on a rise in antisemitic 
attacks since the 7 October Hamas attack. 


1 Sen. Stephane Le Rudulier and 15 

colleagues want those who deny the 
existence of Israel to face up to a year in prison and a 45,000 euro fine. Those who 
“insult” Israel would face an even steeper fine: up to two years in prison and a 75,000 
euro fine. Those convicted of provoking hatred against the country could face up to 
five years in prison and a 100,000 euro fine, according to TVP World. 


Gérald Darmanin, the French interior minister, said there have been more than 1,000 
antisemitic attacks in France since the Hamas attack and subsequent Israeli 
crackdown that has killed over 9,000 people, mainly women and children. 


“With 16 senators we demand the criminalization of anti-Zionism. The explosion of 
anti-Semitism is fueled by hatred of Israel, the false nose of hatred of Jews 
Anti-Zionism could expose its perpetrators to up to 5 years in prison and a fine of 
75,000 euros,” Le Rudulier posted on X. 


TRENDPOST: It is worth noting that Zionism has been blamed for the displacement of 
over a million Palestinians and a million more arrests, Middle East Eye reported. The 
report cited a definition put forth by llan Pappe, the Israeli historian, who said Zionism 
is a “colonialist movement that penetrated the Palestinian homeland by force, with the 
wish to colonize the country and with possible expansionist ambitions to penetrate the 
heart of the Arab world.” 


Jonathan Greenblatt, the CEO of the Anti-Defamation League, conflated the two 
during an interview with CNN. 
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“There is no argument anymore that anti-Zionism is anti-Semitism, that is as plain as 
day,” he said. 


The Atlantic magazine wrote, “Political Zionism, defined concisely, is the belief that the 
Jews should have a Jewish state in their ancestral homeland. Anti-Zionism, in similarly 
brief terms, is the opposition to that belief.” 


Nikki Haley, the Republican hopeful who has been an outspoken supporter of Israel, 
said “anti-Zionism is antisemitism.” 


“As president, | will change the official federal definition of antisemitism to include 
denying Israel’s right to exist, and I will pull schools’ tax exemption status if they do not 
combat antisemitism in all of its forms—in accordance with federal law,” she said, 
according to The Nation. 


Dave Zirin, a Jewish writer for the magazine, wrote that Judaism is a “beautiful religion 
and culture, of which | am proudly a part, that has been around for thousands of years. 
Zionism is a 125-year-old political philosophy that has solidified into the idea that Jews 
need their own ethno-state.” 


He continued: “The nation of Israel has been around for only 75 years. | have members 
in my family well older than the state of Israel. It is, as Jimmy Carter has bravely argued 
in his last years, an apartheid state built on the dispossession of Palestinian land. While 
this factual history is something that Haley thinks we should be legally forbidden to 
discuss in the United States, it is a subject of constant debate in the Israeli press: How 
do you justify a Jewish state if it is built, as Carter said, on “an apartheid basis?” 


The Trends Journal has reported extensively on Israel’s illegal and expanding land 
grab and horrible treatment of Palestinians. (See “HUNGER STRIKER DEATH SPARKS 
ROCKET EXCHANGE BETWEEN PALESTINE AND ISRAEL” 9 May 2023, “ISRAEL 
KILLS 3 MORE PALESTINIANS DURING ANOTHER DEADLY WEEK” 14 Mar 2023 and 
“DOES ISRAEL SEEK A ‘FINAL SOLUTION FOR PALESTINIANS?” 14 Feb 2023.) 
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Human Rights Watch executive director Kenneth Roth told The New York Times in May 
2021 that the “oppression of Palestinians there has reached a threshold and a 
performance that meets the definitions of the crimes of apartheid and persecution.” 


Palestinians have been making the claim about the conditions there since the 1960s. 
President Jimmy Carter agreed with this back in 2006, and there is a growing number 
of Jewish human-rights groups that also make the claim. Jerusalem-based B’Tselem 
also made the claim. 


We also remind our readers that in the 1967 six-day war, Israel invaded and seized 
Palestinian territories of the West Bank, East Jerusalem, Gaza Strip, and the Syrian 
Golan Heights, expelling some 300,000 Palestinians from their homes, while gaining 
stolen territory that was three and a half times its original size. To date, some 670,000 
Israelis live in the occupied West Bank. 


ISRAEL CONTINUES TO TARGET AMBULANCES 


ኤሬሜ The Palestinian Red Crescent Society 
usa, m መመመ @onounced that one of its ambulances 
9969. |, En, near the entrance to the Al-Shifa hospital 
es ሞሙዌ in Gaza was struck by missiles launched 
by Israeli forces, which sparked new 
criticism. 


The AFP reported that at least 15 people 
were killed in the blasts and 60 people were injured. Israel claimed that one of the 
ambulances was “used by a Hamas terrorist cell in close proximity to their position in 
the battle zone.” 


The report said Hamas denied that its fighters were inside the ambulances, and you 
used the attack as another example of Israel’s wanton approach to civilian casualties. 
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Antonio Guterres, the UN secretary-general, said ከፀ was “horrified” after receiving 
reports on the ambulance strike. 


“The images of bodies strewn on the street outside the hospital are harrowing,” he 
said in the statement. He continued, “| do not forget the terror attacks committed in 
Israel by Hamas and the killing, maiming and abductions, including of women and 
children. All hostages held in Gaza must be released immediately and unconditionally. 
Now, for nearly one month, civilians in Gaza, including children and women, have 
been besieged, denied aid, killed, and bombed out of their homes. This must stop.” 


Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, the head of the World Health Organization, posted on 
X: "We reiterate: patients, health workers, facilities and ambulances must be protected 
at all times. Always." 


Besides the bombing, Israel’s relentless blockade has pushed Gaza’s hospital system 
to the brink. 


CNN obtained a video that showed a doctor in Gaza talk about the daunting 
conditions that patients in the city face inside Al-Shifa. Entire wards are in darkness 
and there is only one operating theater that is functioning as of Sunday night. 


Dr. Tanya Haj-Hassan, a pediatric intensive care and humanitarian doctor with the aid 
group Doctors Without Borders, told the news outlet that doctors are receiving 
children with the majority of their body and faces burned, or missing limbs. 


“We do not have enough antibiotics to treat wound infections, we don’t have enough 
dressings,” she said. 


TRENDPOST: Last week’s ambulance bombing was not the first time that Israel was 
accused of intentionally targeting medical professionals. Three weeks ago, Israel 
targeted another ambulance convoy headed on an emergency call. 


“Our mission is humanitarian, we provide humanitarian service only, and we were 
targeted without any reason, without any excuse,” an ambulance worker told Al 


Jazeera. 
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The Palestinian Red Cresent noted that the “deliberate targeting of medical teams 
constitutes a grave violation of the Geneva Conventions, a war crime.” 


But the U.S. is not interested in alleged war crimes committed by Israel and continues 
to sell the bullshit line that “Israel has the right to defend itself,” which is morally 
offensive when you see images of charred Palestinian children on social media. 


Gaza is one of the poorest and most densely populated cities on Earth, so Gazans 
literally have nowhere to run when Israeli bombs start to fall from the sky. Israel will 
always be able to claim that civilian casualties were impossible to avoid because 
Hamas uses Gazans as human shields. 


Amnesty International has also stated that it has no evidence that Hamas fighters use 
human shields. Amnesty noted that even if Hamas was using human shields, under 
international humanitarian law, Israel’s obligations would be to protect these civilians. 


LEAKED ISRAELI INTEL: NEW “SETTLEMENT”, PUSH PALESTINIANS FROM OUT 
OF GAZA 


A leaked Israeli document indicated that 
Israeli leadership is considering moving all 
2 million Palestinians from Gaza and into 
Egypt’s Sinai peninsula—as Israel played 
down the document as merely “initial 
thoughts” on the matter. 


The Times of Israel, citing a report by Sicha 
Mekomit, reported that the document was 
dated 13 October and envisioned Palestinians being moved to a tent city in the 
northern reaches of Sinai. The idea would be to build a permanent city with a 
humanitarian corridor. 
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U.S. officials have been stressing to the Israelis that they must consider what they’re 
trying to achieve with the Gaza carpet-bombing campaign that has uprooted at least 
1.1 million and killed over 9,000—mainly children. 


The paper reported that Israel’s Intelligence Ministry’s document envisioned a 
“several-kilometer-wide ‘sterile’ buffer zone inside Egypt, to ensure the population 
cannot settle on Israel’s borders.” 


The Middle East Monitor reported that the authors of the document anticipated 
international condemnation of the possible move, but said it could be billed to the 
public as a means of helping refugees flee war. 


TRENDPOST: It is worth noting that forcing Gazans into the Sinai Peninsula is an act 
of ethnic cleansing by the Israelis, their forced displacement and making it a 
“settlement” is considered a war crime. 


Exemplifying the hatred of the Palestinians and the willingness to do all they can to get 
what they want, Galit Distel Atbaryan, a member of the ruling Likud Party, said in a 
post on X, “A vengeful and cruel IDF is needed here.” 


The Israel think tank, Misgav Institute for National Security and Zionist Strategy, made 
the argument that the 7 October Hamas attack offered Israel a rare opportunity “to 
evacuate the whole Gaza Strip,” and put the Gazans in Cairo. 


“The proposals are only the latest in a long history of Israeli plans to depopulate Gaza 
and resettle Palestinians in the Sinai,” the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace 
said. The think tank noted that Israelis have long flirted with the idea, but, in this 
instance, the thought could be gaining traction. 


Antony Blinken, the U.S. secretary of state, noted last month that the U.S. was working 
with Egypt to create a “humanitarian corridor” in the Sinai for Palestinians and, on 20 
October, urged Congress to provide funding for “potential needs of Gazans fleeing to 
neighboring countries.” 
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The plan to stick Gazans in the desert was called a “thinking document” and Israel 
downplayed its seriousness. 


Some Israeli officials have publicly called for Nakba 2.0, a reference to the 
displacement of about 700,000 Palestinians during Israel’s founding in 1948. Rashid 
Khalidi, a Middle East historian and author of “The Hundred Years’ War on Palestine,” 
told NPR in 2021, “For Israelis and for most other people who know only the Israeli 
narrative, 1948 represents the miraculous establishment of a Jewish state in the wake 
of the Holocaust. For Palestinians, it represents the destruction of their society, the 
loss of self—the right to self-determination and the expulsion of most of them and the 
expropriation of the property of most of them.” 


Israel is reportedly considering making Egypt an offer it can’t refuse. 


Egypt is in an economic crisis and had to earmark 56.1 percent of revenue for the 
2023-2024 fiscal year to service its debt. Middle East Eye is reporting that Israel is 
considering writing off “a significant chunk of Egypt’s international debts through the 
World Bank to entice the cash-strapped Abdel Fattah el-Sisi government to open its 
doors for displaced Palestinians.” 


Sisi has said Egypt rejects “any attempt to liquidate the Palestinian issue by military 


means or through the forced displacement of Palestinians from their land, which would 
come at the expense of the countries of the region,” the report said. 
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TOP UN OFFICIAL STEPS DOWN AFTER CALLING ISRAEL’S ACTIONS IN GAZA ል 
‘TEXTBOOK CASE OF GENOCIDE’ 


| ኤ.. 


| Israel’s heavy-handed reaction to Hamas’s 
surprise attack last month fits the 
“textbook” definition of genocide, an 
outgoing top UN official said. 


Craig Mokhiber, the head of the UN’s 
human rights office in New York, said there 
has been a “wholesale slaughter of the 
Palestinian people, rooted in an ethno-nationalist settler colonial ideology.” 


Mokhiber, who has reached retirement age, announced he will step down from his 
position and said the UN is failing its mission. 


“Once again we are seeing a genocide unfolding before our eyes and the organization 
we serve appears powerless to stop it,” he said. 


The international human rights lawyer called for the establishment of a single, 
democratic state in “all of historic Palestine, with equal rights for Christians, Muslims, 
and Jews,” which would dismantle the “deeply racist, settler-colonial project and an 
end to apartheid across the land.” 


He gave an interview to Al Jazeera and said the most difficult challenge when proving 
genocide is showing intent “because there has to be an intention to destroy in whole, 
or in part, a particular group.” 


“In this case, the intent by Israeli leaders has been so explicitly stated and publicly 
stated—by the prime minister, by the president, by senior cabinet ministers, by military 
leaders —that that is an easy case to make. It’s on the public record,” he said. 


TRENDPOST: Sen. Chris Van Hollen, D-Md., told U.S. Secretary of Defense Lloyd 
Austin Wednesday that Israel killed six times more children in Gaza within three weeks 
than Russia did during its nearly 2-year war in Ukraine. 


Van Hollen told the former Raytheon board member that in the first six days of the war, 
Israel dropped 6,000 bombs on the Gaza Strip. (See “HAARETZ NOTES THAT 
NEARLY HALF OF THOSE KILLED DURING HAMAS ATTACK WERE ISRAELI 
SECURITY FORCES” 31 Oct 2023, “U.S. CALLED OUT BY DEVELOPING WORLD 
FOR BLATANT HYPOCRISY OVER ISRAEL AND RUSSIA” 31 Oct 2023 and 
“SPEAKER MIKE JOHNSON IS ISRAEL’S FAR-RIGHT’S MAN” 31 Oct 2023.) 


“Israel has stopped reporting the number of bombs dropped, but the intense pace 
continues,” he said. “Last night, my wife and | learned that someone we know well lost 
two family members and four of their children in the bombing in Gaza...So they are not 
yet included in the most recent death toll, reported by the United Nations yesterday, 
which said the number of dead has risen to over 8,300 people, 70 percent of them 
women and children, including 3,457 children. According to UN figures, that is about 
six times more children killed in three weeks in Gaza than the number of children killed 
in Ukraine during the entire war there,” he said. 


TRENDPOST: Mokhiber noted that this is not the first time that the UN failed to stop 
genocides and listed the Tutsis in Rwanda, Muslims in Bosnia, the Yazidi in Iraqi 
Kurdistan, and the Rohingya in Myanmar, The Guardian reported. 


A group of experts, made up of seven UN special rapporteurs, said in a statement 
Thursday that “the Palestinian people are at grave risk of genocide. 


“We demand a humanitarian ceasefire to ensure that aid reaches those who need it 
the most,” the statement read, according to Al Jazeera. 


The International Criminal Court, or ICC, says: “To constitute genocide, there must be 


a proven intent on the part of perpetrators to physically destroy a national, ethnical, 
racial, or religious group.” 
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“Importantly, the victims of genocide are deliberately targeted —not 
randomly—because of their real or perceived membership of one of the four groups 
protected under the Convention (which excludes political groups, for example). This 
means that the target of destruction must be the group, as such, and not its members 
as individuals. Genocide can also be committed against only a part of the group, as 
long as that part is identifiable (including within a geographically limited area) and 
‘substantial’,” according to the ICC. 


Israel would claim that it is not targeting Palestinians, but rather Hamas fighters. Israel 
has long clung to the claim that Hamas uses civilians as human shields. 


“If Israel wants to exterminate the civilians of Gaza, why would it call on them to 
evacuate to the south and limit its attacks there?” Eitay Mack wrote in Haaretz. Mack 
did take into account Israeli extremists like Ariel Kallner who tweeted on the day of the 
Hamas attack: "Right now, one goal: Nakba! A Nakba that will overshadow the Nakba 
of 48.” 


Avi Shlaim, a prominent Israeli-British historian and emeritus professor of international 
relations at Oxford University, said last week that the U.S., U.K., and European Union 
gave Israel a "warrant for genocide" in the Gaza Strip. 


"The Western response to the crisis is the usual hypocrisy and ruthless double 
standards, but this time it’s been taken to a new level. The western love of Israel has 
always been accompanied, has always depended on the erasing of Palestinian history 
and humanity," he said, according to Middle East Eye. "Deep concern for Israel’s 
security is reiterated at all times by western leaders - but not a thought is given to 
Palestinian security. " 
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UN: ISRAELI ATTACK ON JABALIA REFUGEE CAMP ል ‘WAR CRIME’ 


An Israeli airstrike on the Jabaliya refugee 
camp in Gaza that killed at least 195 
could amount to a war crime, the UN’s 
Human Rights Office said in a statement. 


Martin Griffiths, the UN under-secretary 
for humanitarian affairs, called the 
bombing the “latest atrocity” inflicted on 
the Palestinian people. Despite the outright slaughter of innocents, the Israeli military 
kept repeating their line that the slaughter of innocent civilians, most children, was 
terrible but it is a direct result of Hamas fighters embedding themselves among the 
Civilian population. 


The UN said there is already evidence that war crimes have been committed by both 
sides in the conflict. Hamas has killed hundreds of innocent civilians and taken nearly 
300 hostages, which are crimes under international law. 


The Guardian noted that the International Committee of the Red Cross said Israel’s 
decision to order a million Gazans to leave their homes, “coupled with the complete 
siege, explicitly denying them food, water and electricity are not compatible with 
international humanitarian law.” (See “ISRAEL ATTACKS UN CHIEF FOR SAYING 
THEIR SLAUGHTER OF INNOCENTS AND DESTRUCTION OF GAZA ARE ‘CLEAR 
VIOLATIONS’ OF INTERNATIONAL LAW” 31 Oct 2023 and “U.S. REJECTS UN 
RESOLUTION DEMANDING HUMANITARIAN PAUSE IN GAZA” 24 Oct 2023.) 


TRENDPOST: It is worth noting that it really doesn’t matter if Israel is committing war 
crimes because it would be prosecuted in the International Criminal Court (ICC) in The 
Hague. Israel, with the backing of the U.S., has said the court cares little about the law 
and is simply a political body. 


In 2015, a UN investigation found that both Israel and Palestinian resistors could have 
committed war crimes during Israel’s Operation Protective Edge, which was launched 
in 2014. 


The fight lasted for 50 days and ended in a truce, the report said. But the deal was 
reached after 2,251 Palestinians were killed, including 1,462 civilians. Israel suffered 
the deaths of just 67 soldiers and only six civilians. 


Muhammad Shtayyah, Prime Minister of the Palestinian Authority, called the decision 
to investigate a “message to the perpetrators of crimes, that their crimes will not be 
subject to a statute of limitations, and that they will not go unpunished.” 


Global South Rejects Israel 


Bolivia and other South American countries took diplomatic action against Israel over 
its indiscriminate bombings of one of the poorest, most repressed cities on Earth. 


Bolivia cut all ties to Jerusalem “in repudiation and condemnation of the aggressive 
and disproportionate Israeli military offensive taking place in the Gaza Strip.” 


Chile and Colombia have recalled their ambassadors and Argentina condemned 
Israel’s attack on the Jabalia refugee camp, Al Jazeera reported. 


GZero Media noted that Bolivia never had good relations with Israel, so the decision 
was not too surprising. In 2009, the country cut ties with Israel over its invasion of 
Gaza, but ties were put back in place under President Jeanine Áñez, who was 
considered rightwing. 


Chile is believed to have the largest Palestinian diaspora outside the Middle East, with 
up to 500,000 members, the report said. 


Chile slammed Israel for not adhering to international law and said the airstrikes were 
a “collective punishment of the Palestinian civilian population in Gaza.” 
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Gustavo Petro, the leftwing president of Colombia, has recently spoken out against 
Israeli Defense Minister Yoav Gallant who said in the beginning stages of the war that 
his country was “fighting human animals and we are acting accordingly.” 


Petro posted on X: “This is what the Nazis said about the Jews.” 


Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva, the head of Brazil, criticized the “insanity” of Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu “[in] wanting to destroy the Gaza Strip but forgetting that there 
aren’t just Hamas soldiers there but also women and children who are the big victims 
of this war,” The Guardian reported. 


“Just because Hamas committed a terrorist act against Israel, it doesn’t mean Israel 
has to kill millions of innocent people,” Lula said. 


TRENDPOST: Sen. Lindsey Graham, who never saw a war he didn’t like, told CNN last 
week that there is no amount of Palestinian casualties that would make him question 
Israel. 


He was asked if there was some kind of threshold that would make the U.S. step back 
and reconsider acceptable Israeli tactics. 


He responded: 


“No. If somebody asked us after World War Il, ‘Is there a limit, what would you 
do to make sure that Japan and Germany don’t conquer the world?’ Is there any 
limit what Israel should do to the people who are trying to slaughter the Jews? 
The answer is no. There is no limit. 


“But here’s what you need to do. Be smart. Let’s try to limit civilian casualties the 
best we can. Let’s put humanitarian aid in areas that protect the innocent. I’m all 
for that. But this idea that Israel has to apologize for attacking Hamas, who’s 
embedded with their own population, needs to stop. The goal is to destroy 
Hamas. Hamas is creating these casualties — not Israel.” 
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Video also emerged of Rep. Brian Mast, R-Fla., addressing Congress last week urging 
“the other side” against throwing around the term “innocent Palestinian civilians.” 


“I don’t think we would so innocently throw around the term: Innocent Nazi civilians 
during WWII,” he said. 


TREND FORECAST: Israel is creating an entire new generation of not only 
Palestinians filled with rage and hate, but people across the globe as they witness the 
mass destruction and mass genocide slaughter by Israel on Palestinians in both Gaza 
and the West Bank. 


What is happening now has never happened since Israel was created some 75 years 
ago. While the politicians of the West support Israel, the protests raging across 
continents against Israel have never been as large or as forceful. 


PRO-ISRAEL BILLIONAIRE PUSHES CENSORSHIP. WANTS TO ENFORCE 
FINANCIAL BLOCKADE AGAINST PENN STATE 


The pro-Israel campaign being waged by 
billionaires against universities that do not 

#_ come out forcefully in favor of Israel’s brutal 
8 attacks on Gaza has reached a fever pitch 

I = as Wall Street tycoons try to wield their 
#7. influence. 


Marc Rowan, the CEO of Apollo Global 
Management, which was founded by Leon Black, who once paid pedophile Jeffery 
Epstein $158 billion, has announced that he will pause donations to his alma mater, 
University of Pennsylvania, over the school’s response to the Hamas attack. 


Liz Magill, the school’s president, called the attack “horrific” but did not do enough to 
condemn the attacks, the Financial Times reported. (See “UNIVERSITIES THAT 
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ALLOW FREE SPEECH LOSE MILLIONS FROM PRO-ISRAEL DONORS.” 24 Oct 
2023.) 


Rowan said he believes the school tailored its message purposely not to be forceful. 


“I don’t think the university gives a crap, to be candid,” he said, according to the 
paper. 


Andy Rachleff, a venture capitalist and trustee at Penn, told the paper that Rowan is 
trying to “strong-arm the university using the classic Apollo playbook and we are not 
going to succumb to these tactics even if it results in lower donations. The soul of the 
university is not for sale.” 


Bloomberg reported that Penn is not the only school to face such blowback from 
donors over the attack, but “none has been as convulsed as Penn.” The report noted 
that besides Rowan, Law & Order’s Dick Wolf, Ronald Lauder, and Jon Huntsman 
have all lashed out against the school. 


Another issue at the school was the decision to allow a three-day Palestine Writes 
Literature Festival at Penn’s Wolf Humanities Center in September. Some of the 
speakers were accused of making antisemitic comments in the past. 


“We’re not going to be held hostage by a minority of donors. If you want a premiere 
faculty, you have to support free speech,” Rachleff said. 


TRENDPOST: Magill, the school’s president, said she is sorry that anyone doubted her 
position and hopes that, in time, those who have announced a break from the school 
will re engage, according to The Philadelphia Inquirer. 


“Our Jewish community is afraid,” she said. “Our Muslim, Arab, and Palestinian 
communities feel unseen and unheard. | condemn the death threats and doxing that 
many at Penn are experiencing based only on their identity, their affiliations, or their 
views of the suffering in this war. This is a dark and difficult time for the world. And it is 
a dark and difficult time for Penn.” 
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TREND FORECAST: The ongoing attacks against students protesting Israeli genocide 
of Palestinians by billionaires who fund colleges not only illustrates their power, but 
also how their money establishes the foundation of what students should be taught 
and what they must believe. And if they don’t follow their orders, they will be 
blacklisted from getting a job in the White Shoe Boy’s Club on Wall Street or in the 
banking syndicate. 


If this happened in another country, American politicians and the Presstitute media 
would condemn the billionaires for their role in stopping free speech. 


JEWISH SETTLER (ILLEGAL OCCUPIERS) VIOLENCE SKYROCKETS IN WEST 
BANK AND NOBODY CARES 


Palestinians in the West Bank have 
reported a major increase in Jewish 
“settler” violence after the 7 October 

_ Hamas attack, and Israeli forces, who are 
Vad, supposed to protect them, have turned a 
blind eye. 


The Wall Street Journal reported that 
“settler” attacks on Palestinians have increased to about seven per day, which is an 
increase from three a day before the Hamas attack. The paper said 123 Palestinians 
have been killed in the West Bank since the war broke out. 


Dov Sedaka, a reserve Israeli general who works for a group that supports 
Israeli-Palestinian cooperation, told The New York Times that the new settler strategy 
is: “We are here, this land belongs to us and we will kick you off it, with all the means 
we have.” 


“They’re not stopping the extremist settlers,” he said of the Israeli forces. “They’re 
closing their eyes.” 
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U.S. President Joe Biden last week urged Israeli settlers in the occupied territories in 
Israel to stop as Israel continues to starve out and bomb Palestinians in Gaza. (See 
“BIDEN SAYS ISRAELI SETTLER ATTACKS IN OCCUPIED WEST BANK HAVE TO 
STOP, BUT DOES NOTHING TO STOP THEM” 31 Oct 2023, “HUNGER STRIKER 
DEATH SPARKS ROCKET EXCHANGE BETWEEN PALESTINE AND ISRAEL” 9 May 
2023, “ISRAEL KILLS 3 MORE PALESTINIANS DURING ANOTHER DEADLY WEEK” 
14 Mar 2023 and “DOES ISRAEL SEEK A ‘FINAL SOLUTION FOR PALESTINIANS?” 
14 Feb 2023.) 


“It has to stop,” Biden said. “They have to be held accountable. It has to stop now.” 
Biden said “extremist settlers” are “pouring gasoline on the fire.” 


Al Jazeera noted that these attacks have been increasing for months — even before the 
7 October attack by Hamas. 


The report noted that Israeli forces have carried out mass arrests inside the West 
Bank, which has been under Israeli military rule since the 1967 Mideast war. 


The Associated Press reported that these Palestinians must abide by the Israeli 
military’s justice system. It is worth noting that Hamas does not control the West 
Bank. The report said there are about three million Palestinians and 450,000 “settlers” 
there. About 1,000 more Palestinians have been chased out of their homes in the area, 
according to UN figures. The WSu, citing data from the UN, noted that up until the 7 
October Hamas attack, 237 Palestinians were killed in the West Bank compared to 25 
Israelis. 


Nati Rom, 42, a lawyer in Esh Kodesh, an Israeli settlement, told the paper that 
everything has changed after the Hamas attack. 


“Revenge is not bad. Revenge is natural,” he said, with a Uzi submachine gun “slung 
over his white shirt.” 


The Times report said: “According to witness statements, video footage and analysts 
who have examined larger patterns of the violence, settler extremists in the West Bank 
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have been attacking Palestinian homes and businesses, blowing up their generators 
and solar panels, burning down the tents of semi nomadic Bedouin herders—and 
even shooting people.” 


The Times of Israel reported on Wednesday that “dozens of pictures and videoclips 
have emerged over the past week showing IDF soldiers abusing and humiliating 
Palestinians apprehended in the West Bank, often while they are blindfolded and 
handcuffed.” 


The WSJ noted that if the Israeli violence against Palestinians does not ease in the 
West Bank, it could create a third front in the war—given that Israel is already fighting 
in Gaza and trading fire with Hezbollah. 


TRENDPOST: If you get your propaganda from Fox News, you’d believe that the 7 
October Hamas attack was a terror raid on a peace-loving country that has been 
treating Palestinians as equals until this sucker punch. 


But we have reported extensively on the tension between Israel and Palestine under 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s hardline government which is comprised of 
extremists and racists. 


The WSJ report noted that the illegal settlements that have been popping up on 
Palestinian land only increased under Netanyahu’s hardline government, which has 
made any prospect of a two-state solution that much dimmer. 


The paper wrote that Netanyahu’s government “has encouraged the expansion, 
approving thousands of new settler-housing units this year and looking the other way if 
they turn to violence as they compete with Palestinians for land, water, and other 
resources.” 


One human-rights group’s lawyer told the WSJ that these settlers see this as “their 
moment to accomplish their political agenda.” 
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Human Rights Watch executive director Kenneth Roth told The New York Times in May 
2021 that the “oppression of Palestinians there has reached a threshold and a 
performance that meets the definitions of the crimes of apartheid and persecution.” 


Palestinians have been making the claim about the conditions there since the 1960s. 
President Jimmy Carter agreed with this back in 2006, and there is a growing number 
of Jewish human-rights groups that also make the claim. Jerusalem-based B’Tselem 
also made the claim. 


We also remind our readers that in the 1967 six-day war, Israel invaded and seized 
Palestinian territories of the West Bank, East Jerusalem, Gaza Strip, and the Syrian 
Golan Heights, expelling some 300,000 Palestinians from their homes, while gaining 
stolen territory that was three and a half times its original size. To date, some 670,000 
Israelis live in the occupied West Bank. 


Israeli settlements are illegal under international law. They violate Article 49 of the 
Fourth Geneva Convention of 1949 which states, “The Occupying Power shall not 
deport or transfer parts of its own civilian population into the territory it occupies.” 


Diana Buttu, a lawyer and former adviser to Arafat’s Palestinian Liberation 
Organization, told NBC News that it is important to “keep in mind that this process of 
dehumanizing Palestinians isn’t just affecting the population in Gaza but also in the 
West Bank.” 


“We’re seeing the army shooting randomly at people. We’re also seeing that the army 
has been going after anyone who has been expressing support with the idea of 
resistance or otherwise, and the situation is very grave. We have nobody who is able to 
support us,” she said. 


The Guardian reported earlier this year that incidents of settler violence across the 
West Bank happen every day, “and have steadily increased over the past few years.” 


“Israelis living in the territory and East Jerusalem are motivated by what they see as a 
religious mission to restore the historical land of Israel to the Jewish people,” the paper 


said. Shootings, knife attacks, burning crops, vandalism, and the theft of land and 
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livestock are supposed to make life for Palestinians so unbearable they have no choice 
but to leave.” 


WHEN ALL ELSE FAILS THEY TAKE YOU TO WAR: NETANYAHU KNEW ABOUT 
LOOMING ATTACK 


Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, 
who was facing mounting pressure due to 
his push for a sweeping judicial overhaul in 
Israel, was told repeatedly that a major 
attack was looming but brushed off the 
warnings for the months before the 7 
October Hamas attack. 


The New York Times reported that Israel’s 
inquiry into the attack that resulted in 1,400 people killed and hundreds kidnapped is 
in its infancy, but it is clear that security officials warned Netanyahu that domestic 
strife was becoming a security vulnerability. 


Netanyahu took the position that these warnings were politically motivated. 


The paper, citing Israeli officials, reported that Netanyahu even refused to meet with a 
senior general in July. The official wanted to warn the leader who billed himself as 
“mister security,” about the soaring threat level. 


TRENDPOST: The Trends Journal reported extensively on how Netanyahu’s political 
career was hanging in the balance before the 7 Hamas attack. He faced corruption 
charges that could bring a prison sentence, he faced historic weekly protests against 
the judicial overhaul that some analysts said could explode into a civil war, and his 
relationship with Washington was souring because of his aggressive, pro-settler stance 
in the West Bank. (See “NETANYAHU’S GOVERNMENT CONTINUES ITS WAR ON 
PALESTINIANS” 12 Sep 2023, “DUH-MOCK-RACY: ISRAEL HOLDING OVER 1,200 
DETAINEES — MAINLY PALESTINIANS — WHO HAVE NOT BEEN CHARGED” 8 Aug 
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2023, “NETANYAHU’S HARDLINE COALITION TAKES HOLD AMID SURGE IN 
VIOLENCE AGAINST PALESTINIANS” 5 Jul 2023, “UN: OK FOR ISRAEL TO KILL 
PALESTINIAN CHILDREN, BUT SHAMES RUSSIA FOR KILLING CHILDREN IN 
UKRAINE” 27 Jun 2023 and “NETANYAHU’S GOVERNMENT TO STEAL MORE 
PALESTINIAN LAND” 20 Jun 2023.) 


Netanyahu’s office was forced to deny a report on Channel 13 news that the prime 
minister floated the idea that the reservists’ strike during his judicial reforms push 
could have provided Hamas with an opening. 


Benny Gantz, a Netanyahu rival, seized on Israeli reports about Netanyahu tying the 
attack to the protests and posted on X: “Evading responsibility and mudslinging during 
war deals harm to the country. The prime minister must unequivocally retract his 
statement.” 


Netanyahu’s office said: "Contrary to what was published, the prime minister did not in 
any way Say that the (reservists') refusal was what led Hamas to attack Israel." 


The question remains how it was possible that the Israelis could possibly have been 
taken by surprise and the report adds weight to the theory that Netanyahu knew. 


Phil Giraldi wrote last month: 


Am / the only one who read about a speech given by Netanyahu or someone in 
his cabinet about a week ago in which he/they in passing referred to a 
“developing security situation” which rather suggests (to me) that they might 
have known about developments in Gaza and chose to let it happen so they can 
wipe Gaza off the map in retaliation and, possibly relying on the U.S. pledge to 
have Israel’s “back,” then implicating Iran and attacking that country. | cannot 
find a link to it, but have a fairly strong recollection of what | read as | thought at 
the time it would serve as a pretext for another massacre of Palestinians. 


Ben Bartee, a Bangkok-based American journalist, posted on his Substack page that 
questioned the Western narrative that the attack on Israel was some kind of a massive 


intelligence failure. 
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He noted that Israel was divided over Netanyahu’s hardline government and judicial 
overhaul, which brought the country to the brink of civil war. He wrote that it is his 
belief that Mossad either knew the attack was looming or “actively facilitated the 
attack” so Israelis “will rally around the flag for some patriotic Palestinian ass-kicking 
and their Prime Minister’s imminently obvious corruption will be, at least temporarily, 
forgotten, if not forgiven.” 


The Times’s report noted that in July, top Israeli generals arrived at the Knesset to 
warn Netanyahu’s fragile coalition government that domestic turmoil was 
“emboldening Israel’s enemies.” The report noted that one general had documents that 
warned these officials that leaders from Iran, Syria, Hamas, Hezbollah, and Palestinian 
Islamic Jihad were under the impression that it was time to strike. 


Just two members of the Knesset were on hand during the presentation. 

The Times noted that one of the generals, Aharon Haliva, told the public on 11 
September that the country needs to be prepared for a “multi-arena and extensive 
military conflict.” 


Netanyahu’s team accused the general of creating an unnecessary state of panic. 


Just three days before the attack, Egypt warned Israel of a cross-border raid, Rep. 
Michael McCaul, R-Texas, said. 


"We know that Egypt had warned the Israelis three days prior that an event like this 
could happen," McCaul told reporters as outlined by The Hill. 


Netanyahu called the report “false,” but his critics say the attack put these judicial 
reforms in the rearview mirror and gave the IDF carte blanche to bomb Gaza into dust. 


The Times of Israel, citing eyewitness accounts, reported last week that IDF 


surveillance soldiers warned for at least three months before the attack about signs 
that something unusual was happening in Gaza. 
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According to the accounts of the soldiers, no action was taken by those who received 
the reports. 


STATE DEPARTMENT DIVIDE: DIPLOMATS CALL ON BIDEN ADMINISTRATION 
TO CONDEMN ISRAEL’S GAZA GENOCIDE 


A leaked State Department memo from 
mid-level diplomats called on the Biden 
administration to call for a ceasefire in 
Gaza and that the U.S. should be able to 
publicly criticize the country’s bombing 
campaign in Gaza that has killed over 
10,000—mainly women and children. 


Politico obtained the memo and said it is unclear how many people signed the letter. 
The memo read, in part, “We must publicly criticize Israel’s violations of international 

norms such as failure to limit offensive operations to legitimate military targets. When 
Israel supports settler violence and illegal land seizures or employs excessive use of 

force against Palestinians, we must communicate publicly that this goes against our 

American values so that Israel does not act with impunity.” 


Josh Paul, the long-time U.S. State Department official who resigned last month over 
the Biden administration’s approach to the Israeli war in Gaza, said in an interview that 
there is no debate allowed in the department when it comes to providing weapons to 
Israel. 


Paul told Democracy Now that there is usually robust debate for arms transfers. He 
said there are about 20,000 arms transfers a year from bullets to fighter jets. He said 
there is usually a lot of thought behind these transfers that consider the pros and cons 
of the deal and the human rights implications. 


“That has not happened in this context for Israel,” he said. Adding that when he raised 
his concerns, there “was not appetite for that discussion.” 
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Paul who had worked for the office that approves arms transfers, said in an earlier 
interview: ግ recognize the Israeli government's right to respond and to defend 
themselves. | guess | question how many Palestinian children have to die in that 
process.” 


Sylvia Yacoub, a foreign affairs officer in the Bureau of Middle East Affairs, is 
organizing a dissent cable “calling for a significant change in the Administration's 
short and long-term policy surrounding the conflict and path towards regional 
integration and security," Axios reported. 


The report noted that she posted on X, in response to President Joe Biden’s 
explanation as to why he has supported Israel with weapons. 


"You are providing significantly more military assistance to the government that is 
indiscriminately attacking innocent Gazans....you are complicit in genocide @POTUS.” 


TRENDPOST: We have noted, in America and the West, the politicians and the 
Presstitutes sell—and demand —that there is only one acceptable side when it comes 
to Israel’s Genocide campaign in Gaza: the pro-Israel side. 


Like Ukraine, politicians in the West want the public to believe that Israeli fighters are 
the only ones protecting us from the barbarians outside the gate. (See “ONLY ONE 
SIDE ALLOWED: IF YOU ARE NOT PRO-ISRAEL, YOU ARE ATTACKED BY U.S. 
POLITICIANS AND BIG MONEY AMERICANS,” 31 Oct 2023.) 


Forgetting the facts of what led up to the barbaric Hamas attacks on Israel, politicians 
and the media want you to think that Israel is a peace-loving country that has the 
misfortune of bordering “human animals.” These are just a “few” of the facts of what 
Israel was doing to Palestinians and those who supported them this year and what led 
up to the Middle East Meltdown and the Israel War: 


e “ISRAEL AND U.S. RAMP UP MILITARY DRILLS WITH EYES ON IRAN” (6 Dec 
2022) 
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“ISRAEL SAYS IT WILL BOMB BEIRUT AIRPORT IF IT IS USED BY IRAN TO 
SMUGGLE ARMS: REPORT” (13 Dec 2022) 

“PROTESTS BREAK OUT IN ISRAEL OVER NETANYAHU’S NEW COALITION 
GOVERNMENT” (20 Dec 2022) 

“UN TAKES TO RULE ON ISRAEL SETTLEMENTS OF PALESTINIAN 
TERRITORIES” (10 Jan 2023) 

“TOP TREND 2023, MIDDLE EAST MELTDOWN: ISRAEL BOMBS 
DAMASCUS’S INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT” (10 Jan 2023) 

“TOP TREND 2023, MIDDLE EAST MELTDOWN: ISRAELI MP WANTS TO WAGE 
WAR AGAINST PALESTINIANS” (10 Jan 2023) 

“LARGE-SCALE PROTESTS BREAK OUT IN ISRAEL OVER NETANYAHU’S 
‘REFORM’ PLANS” (17 Jan 2023) 

“TOP TREND 2023, MIDDLE EAST MELTDOWN: ISRAEL, US RAMP UP WAR 
WITH IRAN” (24 Jan 2023) 

“UN RESOLUTION: ISRAEL FACES INTERNATIONAL CONDEMNATION FOR 
PUNISHING PALESTINIANS” (24 Jan 2023) 

“RUSSIA SENDS WARNING TO ISRAEL OVER DRONE ATTACK, HINTS THAT 
U.S. WAS INVOLVED” (31 Jan 2023) 

“TOP TREND 2023, MIDDLE EAST MELTDOWN: ISRAEL RAMPS UP DEADLY 
RAIDS ON PALESTINIANS; GUNMAN RETALIATES IN FRONT OF 
SYNAGOGUE?” (31 Jan 2023) 
e “ISRAEL KEEPS KILLING PALESTINIANS” (7 Feb 2023) 
e “RUSSIA WARNS ISRAEL AGAINST PROVIDING UKRAINE WITH IRON DOME 
DEFENSE SYSTEM” (7 Feb 2023) 

“DOES ISRAEL SEEK A “FINAL SOLUTION FOR PALESTINIANS?” (14 Feb 
2023) 

“ISRAEL ON BRINK OF CIVIL WAR” (14 Feb 2023) 

“MIDDLE EAST MELTDOWN: ISRAEL LOOKS TO SAUDI ARABIA TO 
COUNTER IRAN” (21 Feb 2023) 

“ISRAEL CONDUCTS ‘DEADLIEST’ ATTACK ON DAMASCUS AS SYRIA TRIES 
TO OVERCOME HISTORIC EARTHQUAKE?” (21 Feb 2023) 

“MIDDLE EAST MELTDOWN: ISRAELI ‘SETTLERS’ ATTACK PALESTINIAN 
VILLAGES IN OCCUPIED WEST BANK” (28 Feb 2023) 

“MIDDLE EAST MELTDOWN: SYRIA SAYS ISRAEL LAUNCHED ATTACK ON 
ALEPPO AIRPORT” (7 Mar 2023) 
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“PROTESTS KEEP ERUPTING IN ISRAEL, ELITE AIR FORCE RESERVISTS 
STRIKE” (7 Mar 2023) 

“IRANIAN WARSHIP’S VISIT TO BRAZIL DRAWS ISRAEL’S IRE” (7 Mar 2023) 
“WWIII: ISRAEL SAYS RUSSIA COULD PROVIDE IRAN WITH UPDATED AIR 
DEFENSE SYSTEMS SO WINDOW ON NUKE FACILITIES COULD BE CLOSING” 
(7 Mar 2023) 

“MIDDLE EAST MELTDOWN: ISRAELI OFFICIAL CALLS FOR PALESTINIAN 
VILLAGE TO BE ‘WIPED OUT” (7 Mar 2023) 

“ISRAEL KILLS 3 MORE PALESTINIANS DURING ANOTHER DEADLY WEEK” 
(14 Mar 2023) 

“MIDDLE EAST MELTDOWN: ISRAEL’S HARDLINE GOVERNMENT INCREASES 
THE PACE OF DESTROYING PALESTINIAN HOMES” (21 Mar 2023) 

“ISRAEL BLAMED FOR ANOTHER ATTACK ON SYRIAN AIRPORT” (28 Mar 
2023) 

“MIDDLE EAST MELTDOWN: IRAN VOWS REVENGE AGAINST ISRAEL AFTER 
KILLING” (4 Apr 2023) 

“ISRAEL ROCKED BY NEW ROUND OF PROTESTS OVER JUDICIAL 
OVERHAUL?” (18 Apr 2023) 

“ISRAEL KEEPS BOMBING SYRIA” (18 Apr 2023) 

e “ISRAEL PUSHING U.S. TO FIGHT IRAN” (18 Apr 2023) 

e “ISRAEL INCHES TOWARD CIVIL WAR: PRO-GOVERNMENT PROTESTERS 
ORGANIZE” (2 May 2023) 

“MIDDLE EAST MELTDOWN: ISRAELI AIR RAIDS TARGETS INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT IN SYRIA” (2 May 2023) 

“HUNGER STRIKER DEATH SPARKS ROCKET EXCHANGE BETWEEN 
PALESTINE AND ISRAEL” (9 May 2023) 

“MIDDLE EAST MELTDOWN: ISRAEL, PALESTINIANS IN ANOTHER BLOODY 
CLASH, AS TOP ISRAELIS CALL TO EXTEND CONFLICT TO WEST BANk” (16 
May 2023) 

“ISRAEL WARNS THAT ATTACK ON IRAN MAY BE IMMINENT OVER NUCLEAR 
ADVANCEMENTS” (30 May 2023) 

“MIDDLE EAST MELTDOWN: ISRAEL BOMBS SECRET IRANIAN FACTORIES IN 
SYRIA: REPORT” (6 Jun 2023) 

“NETANYAHU: ISRAEL WILL PROCEED WITH CONTROVERSIAL JUDICIAL 
OVERHAUL” (20 Jun 2023) 


Trends Journal 109 7 November 2023 


“6 PALESTINIANS KILLED IN THE LATEST ISRAELI RAID ON JENIN REFUGEE 
CAMP. U.S.-MADE APACHE HELICOPTER GUNSHIPS TAKE PART” (20 Jun 
2023) 

“UN: OK FOR ISRAEL TO KILL PALESTINIAN CHILDREN, BUT SHAMES 
RUSSIA FOR KILLING CHILDREN IN UKRAINE” (27 Jun 2023) 

“MIDDLE EAST MELTDOWN: ISRAEL KEEPS RAMPING UP WAR IN OCCUPIED 
TERRITORY” (27 Jun 2023) 

“AS PROTESTS AGAINST HIS JUDICIAL REFORM ESCALATE AND ITS 
AIRPORT IS SHUT DOWN, ISRAEL LAUNCHES BIGGEST MILITARY 
OPERATION AGAINST PALESTINIANS IN DECADES?” (5 Jul 2023) 

“ISRAEL RAMPS UP KILLING SPREE” (11 Jul 2023) 

“THE ISRAELI WAY: BOMBS AWAY FOR ANY REASON THEY MAKE UP” (11 
Jul 2023) 
e “ISRAEL HONING Al IN BATTLEFIELD SITUATIONS” (18 Jul 2023) 
e “IT’S PAST TIME TO BE HONEST ABOUT ISRAEL” (25 Jul 2023) 

“WHAT APARTHEID? U.S. HOUSE GIVES ITS BLESSING TO ISRAEL AFTER 
RECENT ATROCITIES” (25 Jul 2023) 

“MASSIVE PROTESTS BREAK OUT IN ISRAEL AFTER PASSING OF JUDICIAL 
REFORM’S ‘REASONABLENESS BILL” (25 Jul 2023) 

“ISRAEL’S APARTHEID STATE NOT AN APARTHEID DECLARES 
WASHINGTON” (1 Aug 2023) 

“PROTESTS KEEP ROCKING ISRAEL AS NETANYAHU MOVES AHEAD WITH 
JUDICIAL REFORMS?” (1 Aug 2023) 

“DUH-MOCK-RACY: ISRAEL HOLDING OVER 1,200 DETAINEES — MAINLY 
PALESTINIANS —WHO HAVE NOT BEEN CHARGED?” (8 Aug 2023) 

“WHEN ALL ELSE FAILS, THEY TAKE YOU TO WAR: ISRAEL, U.S. PRACTICE 
STRIKING IRANIAN TARGETS” (12 Sep 2023) 

“LAVROV CALLS OUT WEST’S HYPOCRISY. CITING ISRAEL’S OCCUPATION 
OF GOLAN HEIGHTS” (26 Sep 2023) 

“ISRAEL CARRIES OUT AIRSTRIKES ON GAZA AS TENSIONS IN REGION 
SIMMER” (3 Oct 2023) 

“MIDDLE EAST NATIONS SAY HAMAS STRIKES ON ISRAEL WERE 
PROVOKED?” (10 Oct 2023) 
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9 “WEST SELLS ISRAELI LINE THAT HAMAS ATTACK WAS ‘INTELLIGENCE 
FAILURE’ GLOSSES OVER FACT THAT NETANYAHU WAS FIGHTING FOR 
POLITICAL SURVIVAL” (10 Oct 2023) 
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UKRAINE WAR TREND UPDATE 


TOP UKRAINIAN GENERAL OFFERS BLEAK ASSESSMENT, 
RANKLING KYIV 


Ukraine’s Commander-in-Chief Valery Zaluzhny said in an interview last week that his 
forces seem to be stuck in a stalemate, and that he does not expect to see any 
significant breakthroughs in the near future. 


“There will most likely be no deep and beautiful breakthrough,” he told The Economist. 
He continued, “The biggest risk of an attritional trench war is that it can drag on for 
years and wear down the Ukrainian state.” 


Igor Zhovkva, the deputy head of President Vladimir Zelensky’s office, took issue with 
Zaluzhny’s comments and said, “the last thing | would do is comment for the press... 
about what is happening at the front [and] what could happen at the front.” 


Zhovka said Zaluzhny’s comment “eases the work of the aggressor” and stirs “panic” 
among allies. 


Zelensky admitted that people are, no doubt, tired, but “this is not a stalemate, | 
emphasize this once again,” according to The New York Times. 


TRENDPOST: It is worth noting that Zelensky gave an extensive interview to Time 
magazine last month that was written by the same author who penned his “Person of 
the Year” tribute (Simon Shuster). 


The recent article said Zelensky is still firm in his belief that Ukraine can defeat Russia, 
which is worrying some of his close advisers. One person close to Zelensky told the 
magazine that Zelensky is “delusional.” (See “ZELENSKY’S APPROVAL IN UKRAINE IS 
SLIPPING, POLL FINDS” 31 Oct 2023.) 


“We’re out of options. We’re not winning. But try telling him that,” the adviser said. 
Shuster wrote that Zelensky’s belief is bordering on self-delusion, “verging on the 
messianic.” 


Axios noted that Zaluzhny’s comments were a clear break from the official line out of 
Kyiv that Ukrainian forces are gaining. 


Zaluzhny said the fact is Ukraine can see everything Russian forces are doing, and 
Russians can see everything Ukrainians are doing. 


“In order for us to break this deadlock, we need something new—like the gunpowder, 
which the Chinese invented and which we are still using to kill each other,” he said. 


The conflict will reach the two-year mark in February, and Russian forces last week 
launched their largest drone campaign in weeks that took aim at Ukrainian 
infrastructure before the winter months. There were no reported casualties. The New 
York Times reported that Russia has used about 650 Iranian-made Shahed drones in 
the past two months. 
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In August, Zaluzhny, told U.S. officials who offered advice ዕበ how to conduct the 
counteroffensive that they don’t know what they’re talking about when it comes to 
fighting a military power like Russia, according to The Wall Street Journal. 


“You don’t understand the nature of this conflict,” Zaluzhny told these officials. “This is 
not counterinsurgency. This is Kursk.” 


He was referring to WWII’s full-scale Battle of Kursk between the Soviet Union and 
Germany. 


TRENDPOST: One current senior U.S. official and one former senior U.S. official told 
NBC News on Saturday that Washington and Brussels have started to talk to their 
Ukrainian partners about negotiating for a peaceful settlement. 


A stalemate plays into Russia’s hands because it has a much larger army than Ukraine. 
One of the sources told NBC, “Manpower is at the top of the [Biden] administration’s 
concerns right now.” 


The U.S. and its allies can provide Ukraine with weaponry, the source said, “but if they 
don’t have competent forces to use them it doesn’t do a lot of good.” 


Russian President Vladimir Putin told a conference last month that Russia is not 
interested in seizing new territory in Ukraine and wants the conflict to come to a swift 
end. 


Russia currently controls about 20 percent of what was considered Ukraine prior to the 
2022 invasion, which includes two Donbass republics and the Kherson and 
Zaporozhye regions, according to RT, the Russian news outlet. (See “PUTIN SAYS 
RUSSIA IS NOT INTERESTED IN MORE LAND, WANTS TO NEGOTIATE” 10 Oct 2023, 
“PUTIN BLAMES U.S. FOR UKRAINE COUP IN 2014,” 1 Nov 2022 and “VICTORIA 
‘FUCK THE EU’ NULAND WHO SPEARHEADED OVERTHROW OF 
DEMOCRATICALLY ELECTED PRESIDENT OF UKRAINE IN 2014, STILL IN POWER” 
22 Feb 2022.) 
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TRENDPOST: The Trends Journal, which has been completely banned by the 
mainstream media whores, said from the start of the war that there was no chance that 
Ukraine could defeat Russia, and Kyiv would do well to negotiate immediately, vow 
neutrality, cede land to Russia, and move on. But instead, failed generals sold the war 
on cable news, and Putin was depicted as the second coming of Hitler. 


We also noted that Ukraine was not going to become a member of NATO, because it 
would mean nuclear exchanges. By fighting Russia, Ukraine has lost hundreds of 
thousands of young men and at least $151.2 billion in infrastructure as of September 
2023. 


Col. Douglas MacGregor (ret.), who has been one of the sober voices about the 
Ukrainian conflict, coined a phrase that is worth repeating: Negotiate you fools. 


TREND FORECAST: As we have detailed over the past year and a half, Ukraine has 
lost the war. However, we have also forecast that Kyiv will do all it can to keep the fight 
going and in doing so will launch an attack on a nuclear power plant and blame 
Russia, launch a major devastating false flag attack and blame Russia and/or launch a 
major strike on Moscow or other major Russian targets. 
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TURED TRENDS GU 


THE GAZA GENOCIDE CONTINUES 
by Philip Giraldi 


Mainstream media and official government commentary on the violence in Gaza 
appears to have acquired a certain rhythm to make sure that everyone understands 
that it is the poor Israelis who are the real victims being assailed by a group called 
Hamas that is invariably labeled as “terrorists.” It is absolutely obligatory in the first 
paragraph of an article on developments in the fighting to remind the reader that on 
October 7th the “terrorist” group Hamas “invaded” Israel and killed 1,400 peace loving 
Israelis, taking 200 additional Israelis as hostages. Israel is described as “retaliating” 
and it is frequently seen as relevant to state that it was the most dreadful mass killing 
of Jews since the alleged “holocaust.” 
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To add a bit of current cultural and historic relevance, “9/11” and “Pearl Harbor” are 
often also cited to suggest that it was a both a surprise attack and a game changer in 
terms of how Israel now sees the external threat and will have to harden its national 
security imperatives. And there might even be inserted a comment from 
Congresswoman Nancy Pelosi or Senator Chuck Schumer that “Israel has a right to 
defend itself!” Joe Biden was also quoted as saying it was 15 “9/11”s for Israel given 
the comparative size and populations of the U.S. and the Jewish state, emphasizing 
the enormity of the tragedy. 


And that’s just in the first paragraph to make sure that the reader gets his or her mind 
right. The second paragraph is the really important contribution to the discussion, 
raising the issue of “surging antisemitism” in the United States and Europe, frequently 
including a quote from the relentless Jonathan Greenblatt of the redoubtable and 
widely feared Anti-Defamation League (ADL). Greenblatt is cited frequently, often 
intoning something along the lines of “There is a growing, radical movement on many 
campuses in which opposition to Israel and Zionism is required to be fully accepted, 
effectively marginalizing campus Jewish communities.” 


The intention of raising the antisemitism issue is to lead the reader away from any 
possible perception that an apartheid Israel was attacked because of its exceptionally 
brutal behavior towards the Palestinians over the past 76 years and was instead a 
victim of vicious terrorists who did what they did largely because they hate Jews. In 
that fashion, the possible issue of Israeli responsibility for what occurred goes away 
and Benjamin Netanyahu and his fanatical and racist colleagues Bezalel Smotrich and 
Itamar Ben-Gvir get a pass to do whatever they want to solve their Arab problem. 


Both men have expressed their dream of an Israel without any Palestinians, whom 
they regard as not quite acceptably human, and have endorsed shoot to kill authority 
for policemen and soldiers who are confronted by any Arab demonstrators. More than 
100 Palestinians have already been killed on the West Bank by armed settlers, police 
and soldiers who will not be held accountable for the murders while there have also 
been hundreds of arrests of protesters. 


In America Fox News has been a leader in pumping out the interviews and reports 
suggesting that America’s Jewish students are so terrified by the threats implicit and 
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explicit in the antisemitic rage that is manifest on college campuses and elsewhere 
that they have stopped eating at the university kosher dining halls lest they become 
the targets of a madman. 


And there are the inevitable calls to completely ban gatherings expressing sympathy 
with the Palestinians or even waving or displaying Palestine’s flag. The moaning about 
surging antisemitism is indeed all over the mainstream media even though there are 
quite a few things wrong with the narrative about Israel-Palestine and the events on 
October 7th and subsequently. 


In short, the American and European public are being subjected to the usual con job 
when it comes to anything having to do with Israel. And the propagandization is 
certainly also given additional effectiveness when it is repeated by senior politicians 
coming from both parties with a unanimous Senate vote of 97-0 and a House of 
Representatives vote of 412 to 10 on resolutions pledging unconditional and total 
support for Israel and whatever it chooses to do, backed up by two U.S. carrier 
groups plus Marines standing by in the Eastern Mediterranean. 


Colleges and universities have been particularly targeted by Israel’s many friends, with 
mostly Jewish alumni holding back donations from those schools that do not explicitly 
denounce Hamas and praise Israeli “restraint” or that permit demonstrations by 
students supporting Gaza. Students who sign on to protests about what is being done 
to the Palestinians are being identified and placed on lists that will be submitted to 
potential future employers and universities to make it more difficult for them to get 
good jobs or secure academic appointments and fellowships. 


Ambitious politicians out to endear themselves to Jewish campaign donors and 
voters, like Governor Ron DeSantis of Florida, have gone to extremes, banning 
Palestinian political groups at state universities and considering prosecution of 
members of such organizations for “hate crimes” as they are automatically being 
regarded as motivated by “antisemitism.” DeSantis has also vowed that his state will 
not accept any Palestinian refugees, though it is not clear how he would enforce that, 
basing his decision on his judgment that they are “all antisemites,” and Florida has 
recently purchased $135 million’s worth of so-called Israel Bonds to help in the Jewish 
state’s war effort. 
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Senator Lindsey Graham has said that there should be “no limit” on Israelis killing 
Palestinians while Donald Trump has called for all Palestinian students in the U.S. to 
be deported. It is just one more example of how low and even inhumane our politics 
have become when Israel is in any way involved, but it is also interesting to note that 
several European countries and Israel itself are also silencing critics of the Gaza 
massacres, in some cases by firing them from their jobs. 


Part of the problem is that the narrative of what took place on October 7th and 
subsequently has been so spun by the media and talking heads that it continues to be 
somewhat unclear regarding what actually happened. The Israelis have persistently 
claimed that 1,405 Jews and Asian farm workers were killed by Hamas, 386 of whom 
were apparently soldiers. 


But how they died is where the tale goes adrift. Israeli survivors of the attack have told 
journalists that they were treated well when captured by Hamas and that the real 
killing began when Israeli Army units including tanks, artillery and helicopters 
counter-attacked Hamas, creating a brutal cross fire referred to in the trade as 
“friendly fire” which killed many if not most of the civilians. Houses in one kibbutz, 
where civilians were sheltering, were largely destroyed by fire from heavy weapons, 
which Hamas did not possess. 


What we now also know from a growing body of evidence obtained from the Israeli 
media and eyewitnesses is that the Israeli military appear to have been overwhelmed 
by the day’s events. The reaction may have triggered an apparently long-standing 
policy referred to as the “Hannibal procedure” that seeks to prevent Israeli soldiers 
from being taken captive due to the high price the Israeli public insists on paying to 
make sure that the soldier-prisoners are returned. As a result, the military command 
has authorization to order Israeli troops to kill fellow soldiers rather than allow them to 
be taken prisoner. For the same reason, Hamas expends a great deal of energy in 
trying to find innovative ways to seize soldiers. 


The possible reality that the Israeli military killed many of its own soldiers and civilians 
is, of course, being suppressed in the mainstream and by politicians eager to assist 
Israel in the Gazan genocide, but it is nevertheless out there. There is, however, 
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another part of the story that is devastating in terms of its implications, and that is the 
immediate response to the crisis by offering to send Israel $14.5 billion to help in its 
defense, an incomprehensibly large figure that appears to have been pulled out of 
some lobbyist’s behind, which translates to performing genocide in Gaza and 
committing a host of war crimes along the way. 


The tribute payments, as some have described it, was approved by a party-line 
226-196 vote in Congress last Thursday. The vote would have been closer to 
unanimous but for a partisan dispute over the funding of the measure. If Joe Biden 
and Congress are not aware that genocide is a big time crime against humanity as 
defined by the United Nations charter and by the Geneva Conventions and most 
international lawyers would agree that arming and funding an organization or state 
that is exterminating a nation or identifiable ethnicity is complicity or even participation 
in the crime. 


Biden and Blinken may not have any idea of how much money Israel gets from the 
American taxpayer at all levels of government in a year beyond the $3.8 billion per 
year that it gets in direct “military assistance,” a gift from Barack Obama. Additional 
money flows from joint military projects, through dubious charities and via state and 
even local level development boards that bring the total up to roughly $10 billion. That 
contributes to making Israel a wealthy country which can afford to give its Jewish 
citizens free health care and college education as well as subsidized housing and it 
does not need additional U.S. support to fight its wars. 


And, by the way, that brings us to the final issue, Israel’s secret nuclear program which 
certainly should be of concern to U.S. policymakers confronted by an exploding 
conflict that could engulf the entire Middle East and even spread beyond that area. 
The fact that Israel uniquely has the nukes in the region, numbering more than 200 by 
some estimates, is significant. 


In the United States government there exists a so-called “legislative rule” that no 
federal employee can confirm that Israel has nuclear weapons. The rule is ridiculous 
as the existence of the Israeli nuclear arsenal is well attested, including by Colin 
Powell, who once confirmed that “Israel had over 200 nuclear weapons pointed at 
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lran.” Powell made the statement when he was out of office but even prominent 
Israel-firster Senator Chuck Schumer has confirmed the existence of the arsenal. 


The reason for acute sensitivity by the Israel Lobby and its bought-and-paid-for 
politicians over its nukes is the Symington Amendment in Section 101 of the U.S. 
Arms Export Control Act of 1976 which bans foreign aid to any country that has 
nuclear weapons and has not signed the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty. Which 
means that Israel’s annual $3.8 billion in aid would be in jeopardy if Washington were 
to enforce its own laws, though one cannot imagine that President Joe Biden or the 
Attorney General Merrick Garland, both fervent Zionists, will take the necessary steps 
to do so. 


Another sticky bit of law consists of the so-called Leahy Amendments, which prohibit 
the U.S. Department of State and Department of Defense from providing military 
assistance to foreign security force units that violate human rights “with impunity.” 
Israel’s numerous brutal assaults on Gaza, including the current one in which it is 
targeting hospitals and churches, bombing and killing helpless civilians, half of whom 
are children, is a textbook case for when the Leahy Amendments should be applied, 
but, of course, they never will be. That reality illustrates once again the actual political 
power of the Jewish Lobby in the United States backed up as it is by Christian 
Zionists like the new Speaker of the House Mike Johnson. 


Finally, one must take a look at the Israeli nuclear arsenal itself coupled with the 
country’s reckless and aggressive leadership and what that represents, a subject that 
no one currently is even considered as a factor in what the expanding Gaza war might 
lead to. Twenty years ago, when the United States President George W. Bush initiated 
his disastrous neocon devised “war on terror” Israel’s Prime Minister Ariel Sharon saw 
the war as an opportunity and Israel as a major beneficiary, poised as it was to draw 
the U.S. into the much-desired attack against Iran coupled with a renewed drive to 
terrorize the remaining Palestinians into fleeing into the neighboring Arab states. 


Israel clearly intended its nuclear capability to be used against its neighbors if needed, 
as described in the 1991 book by veteran investigative journalist Seymour Hersh, 
entitled The Samson Option. The book’s title refers to the Israeli government’s nuclear 
strategy whereby Israel would launch a massive nuclear retaliatory strike if the state 
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itself was under threat from outside forces and was in danger of being overrun, just as 
the Biblical figure Samson pushed apart the pillars of a Philistine temple, bringing 
down the roof and killing himself and the thousands of Philistines who had gathered to 
see him humiliated. One of Hersh’s sources in the Israel intelligence service reportedly 
told him “We can still remember the smell of Auschwitz and Treblinka. Next time we'll 
take all of you with us.” 


When Sharon was queried about how the rest of the world might respond to Israel 
using its nukes to effectively wipe out its Arab neighbors, he responded, 


“That depends on who does it and how quickly it happens. We possess several 
hundred atomic warheads and rockets and can launch them at targets in all 
directions, perhaps even at Rome. Most European capitals are targets for our air 
force. Let me quote General Moshe Dayan: ‘Israel must be like a mad dog, too 
dangerous to bother.’ | consider it all hopeless at this point. We shall have to try 
to prevent things from coming to that, if at all possible. Our armed forces, 
however, are not the thirtieth strongest in the world, but rather the second or 
third. We have the capability to take the world down with us. And / can assure 
you that that will happen before Israel goes under.” 


So, there we are, poised on the edge of what might plausibly be the second avoidable 
nuclear war mishandled by Joe Biden and the muttonheads that he has chosen to 
“advise” him. Colonel Douglas Macgregor is rightly referring to the exploding crisis 
that contains a nuclear threat as an “Armageddon War.” Few Americans know that 
Israel only has nuclear weapons because it stole the enriched uranium and triggers 
from the United States with the cooperation of a Jewish industrialist Zalman Shapiro, 
owner of the NUMEC plant in Pennsylvania and a Jewish-lsraeli Hollywood producer 
Arnon Milchan, neither of whom has ever been seriously held accountable by the U.S. 
government. 


So, we have an Israel with a secret nuclear arsenal that no American official can even 
mention and that it currently is at “war” and is in theory prepared to use the weapons, 
most likely against an arch-enemy like Iran, but if threatened, to “take the world 
down.” As for the mostly silent majority of us Americans who would like to see a 
government that actually tries to do good for the people who live here and pay taxes, 


122 


having a world at peace where Washington leaves everyone alone and is in return left 
alone by others, is an aspiration whose time seemingly has expired. 


Philip M. Giraldi, Ph.D., is Executive Director of the Council for the National Interest, a 
501(c)3 tax deductible educational foundation (Federal ID Number #52-1739023) that 
seeks a more interests-based U.S. foreign policy in the Middle East. Website is 
councilforthenationalinterest.org, address is P.O. Box 2157, Purcellville VA 20134 and 
its email is inform@cnionline.org. 


The views and opinions expressed in this article are those of the author[s] and do not 
necessarily reflect the views of The Trends Journal. 
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WHY MOST PEOPLE NEED ል MULTIVITAMIN 
by Dr. Joseph Mercola 
STORY AT-A-GLANCE 


e Older adults taking a multivitamin supplementation may experience memory 
improvements 

e Taking a multivitamin improved performance by "the equivalent of 3.1 years of 
age-related memory change" compared to placebo and could not only help 
maintain cognitive functioning but potentially enhance it 

e Separate research found three years of multivitamin supplementation translated 
to a 60 percent slowing of cognitive decline; Improvements in global cognition, 
episodic memory and executive function were noted 

e Other research revealed daily multivitamins potentially reduced lung cancer by 
38 percent and improved levels of several nutritional biomarkers 
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e While whole, nutrient-dense foods are the best source of nutrition, older adults 
may be at risk of nutrient deficiencies and some may benefit from multivitamin 
supplementation 


Food is your best source of nutrients, but with soil health declining and many people 
not eating an ideal diet, multivitamins may help address any gaps. This may be 
particularly true for adults age 60 and over. A large study on the effects of 
multivitamins and cognitive function found that the supplements have the potential to 
improve memory.|[1] 


It’s the second study using data from the COcoa Supplement and Multivitamin 
Outcomes Study Web (COSMOS-Web), which was an ancillary study of COSMOS, to 
link a daily multivitamin to better brain function. Separate research also linked 
multivitamins to improved cognition. [2] 


"When we start seeing that kind of consistency across well-designed studies, it 
certainly helps convince me—the ultimate skeptic —that we're on to something real," 
professor Adam Brickman of Columbia University, who worked on the first study, told 
Insider. "... | started taking multivitamins the day we ran the analyses and saw the 
results, and | take 'em every morning."[3] 


Daily Multivitamin Gives Memory a Boost 


Scientists from Harvard Medical School and Columbia University demonstrated that 
older adults taking a multivitamin supplementation may experience memory 
improvements.[4] In this group of 3,562 older adults, including men over the age of 60 
and women over 65, participants received either a multivitamin supplement or a 
placebo. 


The participants were evaluated at baseline and each year using a battery of 
neuropsychological tests over a period of three years. Results showed that 
participants taking the multivitamin supplement had better immediate recall at the first 
year point, which was maintained during follow-up. Effects were most pronounced in 
people with cardiovascular disease. 
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"There is evidence that people with cardiovascular disease may have lower 
micronutrient levels that multivitamins may correct, but we don’t really know right now 
why the effect is stronger in this group," Brickman said.[5] 


The researchers estimated that taking a multivitamin improved performance by "the 
equivalent of 3.1 years of age-related memory change" compared to placebo[6] and 
could not only help maintain cognitive functioning but potentially enhance it later in 

life. The team concluded:|7] 


"Vitamin supplementation is relatively inexpensive, accessible, and has a few 
adverse effects, and thus might be a potentially useful population health 
intervention ... Daily multivitamin supplementation, compared with placebo, 
improves memory in older adults. Multivitamin supplementation holds promise as 
a Safe and accessible approach to maintaining cognitive health in older age." 


Multivitamins Offer Cognitive Benefits 


A separate study involving 2,262 participants with a mean age of 73 tested whether 
cocoa extract versus placebo and a multivitamin supplement versus placebo 
improved cognition.[8] In addition to taking the supplement, the participants took tests 
designed to evaluate memory and other cognitive functions when the study started 
and annually. 


Significant benefits were found from the daily multivitamin, with three years of such 
supplementation translating to a 60 percent slowing of cognitive decline, which is 
equivalent to about 1.8 years.[9] 


Improvements in global cognition, episodic memory and executive function were 
noted, with the effects again most pronounced in people with cardiovascular disease. 
According to the study, which was published in the journal Alzheimer’s & 
Dementia:[10] 


"COSMOS-Mind provides the first evidence from a large-scale, long-term, 
pragmatic RCT [randomized controlled trial] to suggest that daily use of a safe, 


readily accessible, and relatively low-cost MVM [multivitamin-mineral] 
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supplement has the potential to improve or protect cognitive function for older 
women and men. 


“An additional trial is needed to confirm these findings in a more representative 
cohort and to explore potential mechanisms for cognitive benefit. This work may 
ultimately have important public health implications for standard of care to 
improve or protect cognitive function in older adults. " 


Multivitamins May Lower Cancer Risk 


The larger COSMOS study evaluated whether cocoa extract supplementation with and 
without a standard multivitamin affected the risk of developing cardiovascular disease 
and cancer. The larger study enrolled 21,442 participants and found cocoa flavanol 
supplementation did not show a significant impact in reducing the total number of 
cardiovascular events. 


However, when the data was evaluated further, they found daily multivitamins 
potentially reduced lung cancer by 38 percent and "did appear to improve levels of 
several nutritional biomarkers."[11] Previous research also found that daily 
multivitamin supplementation led to a statistically significant reduction in the incidence 
of total cancer among men aged 50 years or older.[12] 


Other research found multivitamin use was associated with a 70 percent decrease in 
risk of non-cardia gastric cancer among Black participants in the Southern 
Community Cohort Study who were below the healthy eating index median, meaning 
they had a lower quality diet.[13] 


B Vitamins May Also Slow Brain Aging 
Many multivitamins contain B-complex vitamins, which are important for your brain. 
Vitamins B6, 89 (folate) and B12 support cognitive function as you age and have been 


shown to play a major role in the development of dementia. As noted in Nutrition 
Reviews:[1 4] 
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“Deficiencies of the vitamins folate, B12 and B6 are associated with neurological 
and psychological dysfunction ... In the elderly, cognitive impairment and 
incident dementia may be related to the high prevalence of inadequate B vitamin 
status and to elevations of plasma homocysteine. 


“Plausible mechanisms include homocysteine neurotoxicity, vasotoxicity and 
impaired S-adenosylmethionine-dependent methylation reactions vital to central 
nervous system function. In light of this, it is imperative to find safe ways of 
improving vitamin B status in the elderly ...” 


Research published in PLOS One even suggests B vitamins may slow brain aging. It 
compared brain atrophy in participants taking folic acid (0.8 milligrams (mg) per day), 
vitamin B12 (0.5 mg per day) and vitamin B6 (20 mg per day) for 24 months with that 
in patients taking a placebo.[15] 


Those taking B vitamins had a lower rate of brain atrophy per year—0.76 
percent—than those not taking them, who had an atrophy rate of 1.08 percent. 
According to the researchers, "The accelerated rate of brain atrophy in elderly with 
mild cognitive impairment can be slowed by treatment with homocysteine-lowering B 
vitamins."[16] 


Vitamin B3 is found in grass fed beef, mushrooms and avocados,|17] while vitamin B6 
is plentiful in grass fed beef, potatoes, bananas and avocados.[18] You can find folate, 
or vitamin B9, spinach, broccoli, avocado and asparagus.[19] 


Vitamin B12-rich foods include grass fed beef liver, wild rainbow trout and wild 
sockeye salmon. For more serious deficiency you may need weekly shots of vitamin 
B12 or daily high-dose B12 supplements. 


Trace Nutrient Protects Brain Health 

Another nutrient to be aware of as you age is nicotinamide riboside (NR), a precursor 
of nicotinamide adenine dinucleotide (NAD+) and a form of vitamin B3. Found in milk 
as well as in supplement form, NR may help to boost levels of NAD+, which typically 


declines in the brain with age, leading to metabolic and cellular dysfunction.[20] By 
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raising NAD+ levels, NR may modify neurodegenerative disease in humans, helping to 
protect brain health. 


In a study published in the journal Aging Cell, Martens and colleagues found that NR 
supplementation increases NAD+ levels and lowers biomarkers of neurodegeneration 
in plasma extracellular vesicles enriched for neuronal origin (NEVs).[21] 


Among the 22 older adults who took NR at a dosage of 500 mg twice a day for six 
weeks, NAD+ levels in NEVs increased while kinases involved in insulin resistance and 
neuroinflammatory pathways decreased.[22] The results suggest NR, by increasing 
NAD+, could help ward off Alzheimer’s disease. 


The NAD+ precursor niacinamide is also beneficial, but it’s not widely promoted 
because it costs much less than other NAD+ precursors, including NR. You can use 1 
to 1/2 of 1/64th of a teaspoon of niacinamide powder three times a day (25 mg to 50 
mg), but will need special measuring spoons to carefully measure it out. In this case, 
more is not better as too much can inhibit sirtuins, which are important longevity 
proteins. 


Why Older Adults May Need a Nutritional Boost 


Older adults may be perfect candidates for multivitamins as they may be predisposed 
to deficiencies and inadequacies in micronutrients. Nutrient absorption may decline 
with age, for instance, while gastrointestinal pH changes, existing diseases, the use of 
certain medications and inflammation in the gut can all contribute to nutrient 
deficiencies. [23] 


In addition, older adults may use micronutrients in greater concentrations, making it 
difficult to maintain adequate levels.[24] Changes in eating habits and poor oral health, 
leading to tooth loss, can further affect older adults’ ability to consume enough 
nutrients and in a wide enough variety. 


Ideally, people of all ages should strive to get their nutrition from whole, 
nutrient-dense foods. "We're not suggesting that people should get their vitamin and 


nutrient intake from supplements—the primary source of that should be from whole 
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and healthy foods," Brickman told Insider. "... | think that multivitamins, along with a 
lot of other things that we could potentially do as we age, might have a modest but 
meaningful effect on how we age, cognitively. [25] 


He added in a news release, "Supplementation of any kind shouldn’t take the place of 
more holistic ways of getting the same micronutrients."[26] In the event you feel you’re 
not getting the nutrients you need from diet alone, however, you might want to 
consider a multivitamin. 


They’re among the most popular supplements in the U.S., with an estimated one-third 
of U.S. adults—and one-quarter of children and adolescents—using them.|[27] If you 
decide to add one to your daily routine, look for a manufacturer that has checks and 
balances in place to ensure a high-quality product. 


Since multivitamins contain both water- and fat-soluble vitamins, it’s generally 
recommended you take half your daily dose in the morning, with breakfast, and the 
other half with your main meal. 
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STOP DRINKING THE POLITICAL KOOL-AID, AMERICA: 
VOTING WILL NOT SAVE US 


by John & Nisha Whitehead 

We are one year out from the 2024 presidential election and as usual, the American 
people remain eager to be persuaded that a new president in the White House can 
solve the problems that plague us. 

Yet what is being staged is not an election. 

It’s acon game, a scam, a grift, a hustle, a bunko, a swindle, a flimflam, a gaffle, and a 


bamboozle, and “we the people” are nothing more than marks, suckers, stooges, 
mugs, rubes, or gulls. 
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We’re being duped into believing that this mockery of a choice between two 
candidates who are equally unfit for office actually translates to having some say in 
how the government is run. 


To the contrary, this particular con game is part of a long-running, elaborate scam to 
keep the Deep State in power and leave the populace deluded, distracted and 
incapable of demanding accountability, transparency and decency from the 
government and its cohorts. 


Politics is entertainment. 


It is a heavily scripted, tightly choreographed, star-studded, ratings-driven, 
mass-marketed, costly exercise in how to sell a product—in this case, a presidential 
candidate—to dazzled consumers who will choose image over substance almost 
every time. 


This year’s presidential election, much like every other election in recent years, is what 
historian Daniel Boorstin referred to as a “pseudo-event”: manufactured, contrived, 
confected and devoid of any intrinsic value save the value of being advertised. It is the 
end result of a culture that is moving away from substance toward sensationalism in 
an era of mass media. 


As author Noam Chomsky rightly observed, “It is important to bear in mind that 
political campaigns are designed by the same people who sell toothpaste and cars.” 


In other words, we’re being sold a carefully crafted product by a monied elite who are 
masters in the art of making the public believe that they need exactly what is being 
sold to them, whether it’s the latest high-tech gadget, the hottest toy, or the most 
charismatic politician. 


Politics is a reality show, America’s favorite form of entertainment, dominated by 


money and profit, imagery and spin, hype and personality and guaranteed to ensure 
that nothing in the way of real truth reaches the populace. 
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After all, who cares about police shootings, drone killings, SWAT team raids, asset 
forfeiture schemes, private prisons, school-to-prison pipelines, overcriminalization, 
censorship or any of the other evils that plague our nation when you can be sucked 
into an alternate reality so emotionally charged and entertaining as to make you forget 
that you live in a police state. 


But make no mistake: Americans only think they’re choosing the next president. 


In truth, however, they’re engaging in the illusion of participation culminating in the 
reassurance ritual of voting. It’s just another Blue Pill, a manufactured reality conjured 
up by the matrix in order to keep the populace compliant and convinced that their 
vote counts and that they still have some influence over the political process. 


Stop drinking the Kool-Aid, America. 


The nation is drowning in debt, crippled by a slowing economy, overrun by militarized 
police, swarming with surveillance, besieged by endless wars and a military industrial 
complex intent on starting new ones, and riddled with corrupt politicians at every level 
of government. 


All the while, we’re arguing over which corporate puppet will be given the honor of 
stealing our money, invading our privacy, abusing our trust, undermining our 
freedoms, and shackling us with debt and misery for years to come. 


Nothing taking place on any Election Day will alleviate the suffering of the American 
people. 


The government as we have come to know it—corrupt, bloated and controlled by 
big-money corporations, lobbyists and special interest groups—will remain 
unchanged. And “we the people” — overtaxed, overpoliced, overburdened by big 
government, underrepresented by those who should speak for us and blissfully 
ignorant of the prison walls closing in on us—will continue to trudge along a path of 
misery. 
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The Establishment—the shadow government and its corporate partners that really run 
the show, pull the strings and dictate the policies, no matter who occupies the Oval 
Office—are not going to allow anyone to take office who will unravel their power 
structures. Those who have attempted to do so in the past have been effectively put 
out of commission. 


So what is the solution to this blatant display of imperial elitism disguising itself as a 
populist exercise in representative government? 


Stop playing the game. Stop supporting the system. Stop defending the insanity. 


Washington thrives on money, so stop giving them your money. Stop throwing your 
hard-earned dollars away on politicians and Super PACs who view you as nothing 
more than a means to an end. There are countless worthy grassroots organizations 
and nonprofits working in your community to address real needs like injustice, 
poverty, homelessness, etc. Support them and you’ll see change you really can 
believe in in your own backyard. 


Politicians depend on votes, so stop giving them your vote unless they have a proven 
track record of listening to their constituents, abiding by their wishes and working hard 
to earn and keep their trust. 


Stop buying into the lie that your vote matters. As | make clear in my book Battlefield 
America: The War on the American People and in its fictional counterpart The Erik Blair 
Diaries, the only thing you’re accomplishing by taking part in the “reassurance ritual” 
of voting is sustaining the illusion that we have a democratic republic. 


We must act—and act responsibly — keeping in mind that the duties of citizenship 
extend beyond the act of voting. 


As Justice John Josephus Grant warns in the 1943 film A Stranger in Town: 
“As citizens, we carry a burning responsibility. It means that when we elect 
men to public office, we cannot do it as lightly as we flip a coin. It means 


that after we've elected them, we can't sit back and say: ‘Our job is done. 
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What they do now doesn't concern us.’ That philosophy of indifference is 
what the enemies of decent government want. If we allow them to have their 
way to grow strong and vicious, then the heroic struggle which welded 
thousands of lovely towns like this into a great nation means nothing. Then 
we're not citizens, we're traitors. The great liberties by which we live have 
been bought with blood. The kind of government we get is the kind of 
government we want. Government of the people, by the people and for the 
people can mean any kind of government. It's our duty to make it mean only 
one kind - uncorrupted, free, united.” 


ABOUT JOHN W. WHITEHEAD 


Constitutional attorney and author John W. Whitehead is founder and president of The 
Rutherford Institute. His most recent books are the best-selling Battlefield America: 
The War on the American People, the award-winning A Government of Wolves: The 
Emerging American Police State, and a debut dystopian fiction novel, The Erik Blair 
Diaries. Whitehead can be contacted at staff@rutherford.org. Nisha Whitehead is the 
Executive Director of The Rutherford Institute. Information about The Rutherford 
Institute is available at www.rutherford.org. 
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TRENDS IN THE MARKETS 


MORE CENTRAL BANK CURRENCY AND DEBT 
MANIPULATION. AND THE GREATEST TRANSFER OF WEALTH 
IN HISTORY. 


by Gregory Mannarino, TradersChoice.net 
Last week the Federal Reserve began a new phase of currency and debt manipulation 
on an unprecedented scale. And as a result, the U.S. stock market had its best week 


in terms of gains for the year. 


Last week the Federal Reserve went on a debt buying spree of monumental 
proportions, which caused the U.S. 10-year yield to drop from just over 5 percent, to 
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4.51 percent. On top of that, the Federal Reserve very effectively weakened the dollar 
on a relative basis by selling dollars and buying foreign currencies. 


This mechanism of buying debt and currency manipulation caused the stock market 
to vault higher (the exact effect that the Federal Reserve was seeking to achieve). 
Moreover, this mechanism also caused market risk to drop substantially. 


*What the Federal Reserve is likely to achieve by this new phase of currency and 
debt market manipulation, is a stock market which will likely rally into the end of 
the year. 


*Corporate management year-end bonuses, which are in the multiple MILLIONS 
of dollars, are based on year-end stock price. Understanding that, the Federal 
Reserve is undoubtedly going to make certain that the CEO’s of these 
corporations, along with upper management, all walk away with big fat year end 
bonuses. 


What the Federal Reserve will accomplish here, along with other central banks who 
will also indisputably be buying more debt and continue to manipulate their own 
Currencies as well, is vastly exacerbate the already monumental price action 
distortions which already exist across the entire spectrum of asset classes. The game 
will remain RISK ON. 


“Risk on,” alludes to the situation where suppressed rates opens a doorway where 
then cash flows into risk assets, THE STOCK MARKET. 


“Risk on” in turn inflates an even larger stock market bubble. 


“Risk on” also causes the price action of other assets, like commodities, to remain 
low—which presents an opportunity to attain these “risk off” assets at fire sale prices. 


It appears obvious to me that the manipulation/market rigging by the Federal Reserve, 


along with other central banks, will continue until it doesn’t... in the meantime, we 
look for every opportunity to capitalize on the situation they are creating. 
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With the stock market. | personally will continue to remain net long AND look for 
opportunities to buy more. With commodities, | will also add to my current holdings, 
(MORE SPECIFICALLY GOLD AND SILVER), seeking to take advantage of what will 
likely be even greater price action distortions. 


We should also expect that the current global HYPERBUBBLE in debt will grow 
exponentially larger, FASTER—setting the stage for an eventual and complete wipeout 
of world stock markets around the world—AND THE GREATEST TRANSFER OF 
WEALTH IN HISTORY. 
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READY FOR ል CRADLE TO GRAVE “Al COPILOT”? 


In connection with an Orwellian named “Al Global Safety Summit” held this past week 
in the U.K., thousands of Al industry workers and experts have signed onto a letter 
arguing that Al is destined to become a “force for good” in the world, and not disaster. 


Nevermind that Al is already outmoding human workers en masse. Or that a handful 
of corporations that committed staggering IP theft by training Al models without 
permission or compensation on IP protected content, are reaping the lion’s share of Al 
profits. 
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Don’t look too closely at how Al is already being used to enhance lethality on the 
battlefields of Ukraine and Gaza. 


And don’t question whether young people who are currently being enticed to use Al 
rather than their own brains to write, create visual art and music, or even find a date or 
companion, will be positively affected by the “Al, WE OWN YOU” takeover. 


A group of (personally invested) “experts” is saying it’s all going to be okay. 


U.K. Prime Minister Rishi Sunak, eager to position his country as a leading Al 
technology hub, commented concerning the Al summit: 


‘Al will bring new knowledge, new opportunities for economic growth, new 
advances in human capability, and the chance to solve problems we once 
thought beyond us. But it also brings new dangers and new fears. So, the 
responsible thing for me to do is to address those fears head-on, giving you the 
peace of mind that we will keep you safe while making sure you and your 
children have all the opportunities for a better future that Al can bring. Doing the 
right thing, not the easy thing, means being honest with people about the risks 
from these technologies.” 


‘We will keep you safe.’ 


In an era where the world has lurched, thanks to the power abuses of governments 
and elitist institutions and players, from one war and financial crisis to another, with 
mad science manufactured pandemics and manipulated social chaos thrown into the 
mix, those words should send chills down the spine of anyone paying attention. 


The summit held on the first two days of November made news for an agreement 
between leading tech companies and governments to test new “frontier models” of 
sophisticated Al general intelligence systems. 

But the testing addresses little regarding the checklist of dangers and ongoing 


damages noted above. 
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According to Reuters, leaders from the United States, China and the EU agreed to 
share a “common approach” to determining potential risks and ways to counter them. 
(“At UK's Al Summit developers and govts agree on testing to help manage risks,” 2 
Nov 2023.) 


But the news outlet noted that China did not actually sign the testing agreement. 


And was there anything in the agreement about banning the weaponization of Al for 
use in warfare? Was there a ban on creating a general Al intelligence so sophisticated 
that it surpasses human intelligence in every respect? Did they agree to hold tech 
companies to account for massive IP theft? Was there any plan to address massive 
displacement and obsolescence of workers? 


None of the above. 
The Rapid “Al WE OWN YOU” Takeover: NOT an Accident 


Over the past year, so-called generative Al has gone from being a niche technology 
that most people never (knowingly) interfaced with, to a worldwide phenomenon. 


That revolution was touched off in November 2022 by a free public preview of the 
natural language “ChatGPT” generative Al platform. In just ten days, millions of users 
had signed up to try ChatGPT. 


Since then, the use of generative Al by individuals and businesses has exploded. 


Core Al backbone platforms developed by a few large companies including OpenAl / 
Microsoft, Google, Amazon / Anthropic, IBM (Watson), and Meta (Facebook / 
Instagram), are powering thousands of apps offering all kinds of services and 
functionality. 


Al is automating tasks in workplaces, swallowing and analyzing business data to 


improve performance and model strategies, powering security and surveillance 
systems, acting as a legal / education / medical advisor, and being utilized in 
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advanced science research to model new processes, genetic sequences, proteins and 
materials, and on and on. 


And when people are done with work, Al is increasingly there in the games we play, 
and even in the conversations and (virtual relationships) we experience. 


Again, this is barely a year into the public generative Al revolution. 


Of course, backend Al has powered the algorithms of companies like Amazon, 
Google, Facebook and Twitter for more than a decade. 


And generative Al had seen growing use by techies for years before late 2022. 


We noted the gathering Al trends in multiple articles, and emphasized how a new 
generation of youth would be especially targeted and impacted: 


“SPACE CHIEF’S’ VISION OF FUTURE WARS” (4 May 2021) 

“THE ‘PROGRESS’ OF LEAVING HUMANS BEHIND” (1 Jun 2021) 
“SINGULARITY UNIVERSITY: FUELING Al ASCENDANCE?” (3 Aug 2021) 
“MICROSOFT ANNOUNCES GLOBAL AI ‘SINGULARITY’” (1 Mar 2022) 
"CANCELED IN THE METAVERSE" (16 Nov 2021) 

“SELLING THE SYNTHETIC UNREAL” (12 Apr 2022) 

“THE NEW LOST GENERATION” (26 Apr 2022) 


“YOUR Al LOVER DOESN’T CARE ABOUT YOU (AND THAT’S WHY IT’S SO 


SEDUCTIVE)” (10 May 2022) 
e “ALIS LEARNING YOUR JOB” (24 May 2022) 


What’s becoming clearer every day is that the “Al sensation” was anything but a 
spontaneous, unforeseen event. 


On the contrary, it was in the works and being carefully game-planned for mass, 


overwhelming public blitzkrieg saturation, for years before a company that just 
happened to be named OpenAl, opened the floodgates. 
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Al Surveillance State 


In these pages of The Trends Journal, we have long predicted and tracked the way 
authorities have sought to put new technology to the worst possible citizen 
surveillance and control use cases. 


Rhetoric of some leaders and Al experts at the summit only underscored how Al is 
being insinuated into everyday life of citizens, and sold as a constant companion and 
helpmate. 


Concerning the defense of Al signed onto by over 1100 Al industry figures in the 
leadup to the summit, Rashik Parmar, CEO of The Chartered Institute for IT, 
commented: 


“Over 1,300 technologists and leaders signed our open letter calling Al a force 
for good rather than an existential threat to humanity. Al won’t grow up like The 
Terminator. If we take the proper steps, it will be a trusted co-pilot from our 
earliest school days to our retirement.” 


The Trends Journal predicted the rollout of Al into productivity software, and how it 
would likely be used to monitor and limit the kinds of content users could create. (See, 
for example, “READY FOR AN Al COPILOT?” 21 Mar 2023, “YOU WILL OWN NO 
SOFTWARE AND BE HAPPY—PART ONE” 18 Oct 2022 and “YOU WILL OWN NO 
SOFTWARE AND BE HAPPY—PART TWO” 1 Nov 2023.) 


In the barely 8 months since Al copilots first appeared in software like Microsoft 365 
and Google Apps, the concept has gone from an experimental feature, to being 
envisioned as a cradle to grave facet of human existence. 

That should be enough to give anyone pause. 

TRENDPOST: As we have previously pointed out, we called in these pages for a ban 


on Al development seeking a so-called “Singularity” event—a point where Al 
surpassed human intellectual abilities in every respect—long before leading Al experts 
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publicly echoed our concerns. (See “AUTOMATING OUT OF WORLD CRISIS?” 12 Jul 
2022.) 


The kind of safety measures being promoted by tech companies and governments are 
largely measures meant to protect and extend their power, control and profits, via Al. 


They do not represent any true altruism or concern for enlarging freedom, dignity and 
opportunities for average people, who are being positioned as mere consumers, 
subjects and “Al prompters” in a new Al ascendant reality. 


Given the narrow control and exploitation of Al by a few very large corporate 
leviathans, no one should expect their version of an Al revolution to widely benefit 
humankind. 


Nor will it lessen power, wealth and other disparities that have only grown wider in the 


face of financial crises, wars and pandemics that have marked an increasingly 
unstable, retrograde 21st century. 
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TRENDS IN CRYPTOS 


CRYPTOS AND COPYRIGHT: A PERFECT USE CASE? 


The use of massive data sets containing Intellectual Property (IP) of many millions of 
human content creatives, is becoming a poison pill at the heart of generative Al 
systems. 


We recently detailed how big tech companies are now taking pains to assure 
customers that they will use their mega billions to fight IP lawsuits, and that end users 
won’t eat the costs for any liabilities. 


Crypto technology might hold the key to bringing copyrights more impactfully into the 
digital realm, forging a way for content creatives to retain greater control over their IP, 
and make it harder for Al companies to steal that IP with opaque data and content 
collection practices. 
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New research out of Texas A&M University School of Law details how blockchain 
crypto technology solves a number of complex requirements surrounding establishing 
and effectively tracking copyrights. 


It makes the case that copyrights represent an opportune use case for the technology. 
What the Blockchain can do for IP 


The paper, “Deploying Blockchain Technology in the Copyright Office,” published on 1 
November at SSRN, argues that blockchains have a feature set that makes sense for 
moving copyrights squarely into the digital space. 


The proven tamper resistance and immutability of blockchain databases is a key 
attribute, notes paper author Peter K. Yu: 


Quasi-immutability, or very strong tamper-resistance, is a primary reason why 
cryptocurrencies and other similar assets have become viable without the 
involvement of governments. On a blockchain, once a transaction has been 
recorded, it is virtually impossible to alter that record.[4] 


Should the transaction be wrongly recorded, a new transaction will have to be 
hashed into the blockchain to provide correction. The immutability feature has 
therefore made blockchain technology very attractive for registering copyright, 
storing ownership and licensing records, or completing other similar tasks. [5] 


Private siloed databases, whether operated by corporations or governments, do not 
have the same transparent immutability that permissionless blockchains like Bitcoin, 
Ethereum, Solana, Cardano and others are known for. 


The paper says the public nature of blockchain verifiability positions the technology as 
a good solution for building a copyright system that can transcend borders, and 


potentially limit IP theft. 


The Trends Journal has long noted that the United States, a leader in creative 
content as well as advanced technology IP, sustains hundreds of billions in losses to 
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China and other countries in IP theft annually. (See, for example, “CHINA BUSINESS 
ESPIONAGE NETS $500 BILLION A YEAR” 29 Jun 2021, “CHINA ‘TALENT 
PROGRAM’ GIFTED AT STEALING AMERICAN IP” ኃይ Oct 2021 and “ASML 
IDENTIFIES CHINA IN IP THEFT OF ADVANCED CHIP FABRICATION TECHNOLOGY” 
28 Feb 2023.) 


Crypto technology would hardly deter rival powers from stealing valuable weapons 
technology. 


But more reliably establishing and tracking other forms of IP would give authorities 
greater precision to protect IP holders and ban commercial violators from selling 
knock-offs and unauthorized copies: 


When coordinated across the world, blockchain technology could also be used 
to create a global registration or recordation system.[8] To the extent that 
copyright holders and their lawyers are interested in using blockchain based 
records in litigation, before customs authorities, or for other enforcement 
purposes, those records can serve important evidentiary functions.” 


The transparency and tamper-resistant nature of blockchains could benefit countries 
plagued by governmental and corporate corruption, by increasing investor confidence. 


That would allow investment to flow to promising projects in a way which is not 
Currently considered prudent, given the obstacles: 


“Transparency will be even more important in countries in which foreign 
copyright holders and their supportive industries harbour substantial concerns 
about protectionist measures or other unfair treatments by local 

governments. [25] For countries struggling with corruption, the transparency 
provided by blockchain-based records will further boost the confidence of 
foreign investors. Such increased confidence will help host states attract foreign 
investments, especially in the creative sector.” 
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The ability of crypto networks to pair copyright traceability with smart contracting that 
can automate things like royalty payments for digital content purchase and usage, is 
another powerful innovation, Yu notes: 


“The ability to use blockchain technology to store rights management 
information, in turn, has facilitated the development of royalty arrangements that 
are fairer, and can be more favourable, to authors and artists[14]—for instance, 
by ‘cutting down on intermediaries’ and thereby maximizing royalty payouts.” 


The paper does point out several potential challenges of using crypto-based 
blockchains for copyrights, including the costs associated with using crypto networks. 


But the paper mentions those costs in terms of “Layer 1” backbone crypto networks 
like Bitcoin and Ethererum. 


Anyone who has transacted directly on these networks knows the fees can be 
substantial. But there are many so-called “Layer 2” crypto networks that bundle 
transactions and perform other tasks in technologically innovative ways, vastly 
reducing the costs of utilizing the backbone features of “Layer 1” networks. 


Recommendations for Moving to Crypto Copyrights 


The paper concludes with a section of recommendations for transforming current 
copyright systems to the blockchain. 


Here the paper gets into the thorny issue of how much governments should be 
involved in controlling a digital system, and whether such systems should be 
permissioned or permissionless blockchains. 


The paper suggests that the need to retain privacy of some information would point to 
permissioned blockchains. But there’s no reason why a permissionless blockchain 
couldn’t empower copyright holders to retain their own control over portions of their 
data, and what entities have access to it. 
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And on the other hand, use of permissioned databases would take away one of the 
key attractions of blockchain technology: the true decentralization that provides 
assurance that no single entity is controlling—and potentially gaming—the database. 


As far as implementing a new crypto based digital system, the paper suggests that a 
“two-tiered” copyright system might be the way to go. 


The higher tier would be the new “smart copyright system,” which would attract higher 
end copyright activities, for higher fees. 


The lower tier would pretty much be the legacy system that now exists. 


Yu says that as copyright seekers learned about the advantages and attributes of the 
digital system, they could choose when and if to join the revolution. 


And wider use, together with evolving technology, would bring down costs and make 
the transition one of choice, rather than a forced makeover. 


How it might go, there’s no doubt that the crypto use case for copyrights is 
compelling, and an opportunity just waiting for entrepreneurial initiative to make it 
happen. 


BLOCKCHAIN BATTLES 


COINDESK ARTICLE CALLS THE END 
OF “CRYPTO WINTER”...FOUR MONTHS 
AFTER THE TRENDS JOURNAL 


A late October article by crypto outlet 
CoinDesk has called the end of the crypto 
downturn that characterized the sector 
from 2022 to 2023. 
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The article focused on recent gains led by Bitcoin, based on inflows from institutional 
investment concerns, and the winding down of the FTX debacle. (“Crypto Winter Is 
Over,” 30 Oct 2023.) 


It also took a swipe at crypto’s financial outsider ethos, suggesting that while cryptos 
may have been born as an antidote to entrenched financial and monetary powers, the 
sector now depends on those players for its future: 


“You may not like the new narrative, believing it departs from the purpose and 
origin story of crypto (which was to provide an alternative to mainstream finance). 
But it’s assuredly the reason why people are getting excited about crypto again.” 


The article doesn’t contemplate that the renewed interest in bitcoin and crypto 
technology more generally, might have something to do with the state of trad-fi, anda 
fiat system that has been thoroughly abused and weaponized. 


As for the call of the end of crypto winter, we made that call here in The Trends 
Journal four months ago, in early July. (See “CRYPTO ADOPTION CONTINUES TO 
RISE IN DEVELOPING REGIONS AND CUTTING EDGE TECH HUBS” 5 Jul 2023 and 
“SYNERGIES SPELLING NEXT CRYPTO WAVE” 25 Jul 2023.) 


As we like to say, we kept our readers well ahead of the trends. 


TRENDPOST: Our take on the end of crypto winter is a little bit different. Yes, trad-fi is 
flocking to bitcoin, and that will likely only accelerate. But it’s not because bitcoin 
changed. Rather, monetary debasement and financial manipulation of the fiat system, 
via weaponization of SWIFT, for example, has led to an inevitable erosion of faith and 
stability in the legacy order. 


Yes, the crypto sector will continue to be affected by government and trad-fi 
involvement, interest and regulation. 


But core permissionless blockchain networks like Bitcoin, Ethereum and Solana are 
influencing legacy powers and technologies with just as much impact. 
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People demanding integrity in currencies, freedom of expression, reduction in middle 
players controlling and gouging transactions between creatives and consumers, and 
greater control over personal data, all have a stake in the innovations of crypto 
technology. 


Cryptos will continue to transform web2 to web3. Legacy tech and financial 
companies can’t deny the innovations of crypto technology. And while they can get in 


on it, they can’t completely co-opt or suppress it. 


And that’s a good thing. 
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TRENDS IN THE COVID WAR 


COVID WAR: THE BATTLE OF CHILDHOOD IMMUNIZATIONS 


Americans and citizens of other countries may be rejecting further COVID mRNA gene 
level treatments (deceptively equated by authorities to traditional vaccines) at levels 
between 70 and 80 percent. 


But many countries are doing an end around the resounding rejection of the 
controversial jabs by mandating COVID treatments into the hefty schedule of 


vaccinations given to children. 


And at least to this point, there has been far too little outcry and organized push back 
against mass childhood immunization utilizing problematic mRNA technology. 
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If the trend continues, the eventuality is that few humans on earth escape the mRNA 
gene level treatments. 


A Growing list of Countries Jabbing Children with Problematic COVID mRNA 
Treatments 


The continued push by many countries to include COVID vaccines in childhood 
vaccination schedules comes despite a World Health Organization (WHO) 
recommendation earlier this year which cited children and teens as “low risk” for 
serious COVID outcomes. 


That recommendation, issued in March as noted by CNN and others, called for 
vaccines to be prioritized by other “higher risk” groups. (“WHO experts revise 


Covid-19 vaccine advice, say healthy kids and teens low risk,” 29 Mar 2023.) 


“The public health impact of vaccinating healthy children and adolescents is 
comparatively much lower than the established benefits of traditional essential 
vaccines for children — such as the rotavirus, measles, and pneumococcal conjugate 
vaccines,” the WHO’s Strategic Advisory Group of Experts on Immunization (SAGE) 
said at that time, via a press release. 


But despite that assessment, Canada made news recently for strongly advising that 
children receive COVID vaccinations as early as 6 months of age, as noted by recent 
updates on their government public health website. 


We asked Google’s Bard Al to provide a list of countries that have incorporated COVID 
jabs into their childhood vaccination schedules, and the dates at which the 


incorporation occurred. 


Here is the list that Bard provided: 


Country Start Date 
Argentina August 2022 
Austria February 2023 
Chile December 2022 
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Colombia 
Cuba 


Dominican Republic 


Ecuador 

El Salvador 
Greece 
Guatemala 
Honduras 
Hungary 
Indonesia 
Italy 
Malaysia 
Mexico 
Montenegro 
Nicaragua 
Panama 
Paraguay 
Peru 
Philippines 
Portugal 
Qatar 
Romania 
San Marino 
Saudi Arabia 
Serbia 
Singapore 
Slovakia 
Slovenia 
Spain 
Thailand 
Turkey 


United Arab Emirates 


Uruguay 
Venezuela 


January 2023 
September 2022 
November 2022 
December 2022 
January 2023 
April 2023 
February 2023 
March 2023 
June 2023 

April 2023 
September 2022 
May 2023 
January 2023 
March 2023 
September 2022 
February 2023 
January 2023 
March 2023 
January 2023 
September 2022 
May 2023 
October 2022 
March 2023 
July 2023 

June 2023 
February 2023 
May 2023 

March 2023 
September 2022 
April 2023 
December 2022 
August 2022 
January 2023 
February 2023 
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Bard advised, concerning this data: 


“Please note that this list is subject to change, as countries may continue to 
update their vaccination schedules. Additionally, some countries may only 
require COVID vaccination for certain age groups or for certain categories of 
children, such as those who attend school or who have underlying health 
conditions. It is important to consult with your local health authority to get the 
most up-to-date information on COVID vaccination requirements in your 
country.” 


Vaccine Rollout— From Facts That Weren’t True, to Pure Scattershot 


From the earliest days of the COVID War, it became clear that children, teens and 
younger demographics more generally, were least likely to suffer serious effects from 
the COVID virus. 


The elderly and especially those 70 or older, were by far the most at risk for serious 
complications. 


Despite the incredibly tiny risks to children and teens, the COVID era has been filled 
with hard to justify controversies due to authorities pressuring and mandating for 
these groups to get vaccinated. 


For a significant period, it was argued that young people should be vaccinated, not 
primarily to protect themselves, but to “stop the spread” of COVID to loved ones, like 
“grandma,” as the sloganeering went. 


But it has now been definitively acknowledged that authorities had no scientific basis 
for claiming that COVID vaccines stopped the spread of the virus. 


Add up the fact that teens and children are at infinitesimally small risk from COVID 
itself, together with the fact that COVID mRNA vaccines do nothing to stop the spread 
of COVID, and there remains no scientific basis for recommending (much less 
requiring) COVID shots to this demographic. 
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A comprehensive study published in July 2023 in the scientific journal Nature Human 
Behaviour, has detailed how 185 countries geared COVID vaccination policies to 
citizenries. 


It found that in many cases, there was a significant disconnect when it came to 
prioritizing the most vulnerable populations, despite the paper’s assertions that 
authorities were trying to do so. 


The study also revealed that a scientifically disproven motivation of “stopping COVID 
spread” was a major factor for many countries in deciding which groups would receive 
vaccination priority. 


According to the study: 


“When we map country differences in the most- (or equal-most-) prioritized 
categories of people (Fig. 1), we observe that almost all countries in our dataset 
placed healthcare workers among the first to receive COVID-19 vaccines (91% of 
countries, or 168/185) presumably both to reduce transmission and mitigate 
health impacts for those at high risk of exposure. Following healthcare workers, 
54% (101) of countries also prioritized populations deemed to be clinically 
vulnerable. Seventy-four countries (40%) prioritized groups of people critical to 
the economic function of the country, 45 prioritized (24%) categories related to 
the public function of the country, and 27 countries (15%) focused on educators 
and/or students for COVID-19 vaccinations.” 

(“A panel dataset of COVID-19 vaccination policies in 185 countries” 6 Jul 2023.) 


The statistic that 54 percent of countries prioritized “populations deemed clinically 
vulnerable” is another way of saying that nearly half the world pushed COVID vaccines 
with no regard to whether those receiving the vax needed, or were likely to 
significantly benefit from vaccination. 
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In the Face of COVID Vax Resistance, ል Changing—and Non-Science 
Based— Tactic 


So why—despite the science—have countries continued to line up to add COVID 
mRNA treatments into the childhood vaccination schedule? 


Because most countries, including the U.S. and Canada, have public school primary 
education systems that are “free” to citizens, and few cost effective private options, 
average citizens are boxed into these school systems. 


Opting one’s child out of vaccinations in the U.S. is generally difficult and depends on 
specific state regulations. In some states, it is difficult or even impossible to opt out of 
vaccinations to utilize public education. 


This was seen in New York specifically regarding COVID vaccinations during the 
COVID war, for example. 


Parents who had been taxed for decades paying into the SUNY public college system 
in that state, found that they could not avail themselves of the relatively low-cost 
college education option for their children, if they wanted their children to remain 
unvaxxed. 


There were very limited options for “online” and remote courses. But the disaster of 
forcing online learning, which for many students is not optimal for gaining a quality 
education, has generally been acknowledged as one of the long lasting significant 


damages of the COVID era. 


By requiring COVID vaccinations to enter public schools, authorities can make it very 
difficult for parents to resist them. 


And that’s exactly where the COVID War is now being fought, science be damned. 
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TRENDS-EYE VIEW 
1 


CELL PHONE USE LINKED TO SPERM ISSUES 


A newly released study found that young men who use their cell phones more than 20 
times a day had a 21 percent higher chance of having a lower sperm count than those 
who used their mobile devices less frequently. 


The study was conducted by researchers from the University of Geneva and the Swiss 
Tropical and Public Health Institute and involved 2,886 men from 18 to 22. These men 
filled out questionnaires about their overall lifestyle choices and cell phone use. They 
were also asked where they store their phones when not in use, according to 
StudyFinds. The study spanned from 2005 to 2018. 


The research found that men who use phones more than 20 times a day had an 
average sperm concentration of 44.5 million per milliliter. The study found that men 
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who used their phones less than once a week had a concentration of 56.5 million per 
milliliter. 


The World Health Organization said a male with a sperm concentration below 15 
million per milliliter will likely be unable to impregnate his partner for more than a year. 
The authors could not find a correlation between poor sperm motility and morphology 
by using a cell phone. 


The study found that advances in cell phone technology could have a more neutral 
impact on sperm health. 


Allan Pacey, deputy vice president and deputy dean of the faculty of biology, medicine 
and health at the University of Manchester in the United Kingdom, said he is “intrigued 
by the observation that the biggest effect was apparently seen with older 2G and 3G 
phones compared to modern 4G and 5G versions. This is not something | am able to 
explain.” 


About 85.7 percent of the men in the study who stored their mobile phones in their 
pant pockets were not found to be affected by the position when not in use. 


TRENDPOST: CNN reported that male sperm count has fallen by more than 50 
percent globally in the past 50 years and researchers are trying to determine why. 
Theories range from pollution to the prevalence of forever chemicals. See: 


e “DRINK THE WATER AND DIE: NEARLY HALF U.S. TAP WATER IS LACED WITH 
‘FOREVER CHEMICALS” (11 Jul 2023) 

e “BON APPETIT: ‘FOREVER CHEMICALS’ USED IN PESTICIDES SPRAYED ON 
FOOD CROPS IN U.S.” (16 May 2023) 

e “WHO NEEDS NATURAL GRASS WHEN YOU CAN HAVE A FRONT YARD WITH 
BLOOMING ‘FOREVER CHEMICALS’?” (9 May 2023) 

e “U.S. SUBMERGED IN ‘FOREVER CHEMICALS’ IN DRINKING WATER, D.C. 
LYING ABOUT IT” (18 Apr 2023) 

e “CHIPMAKERS: WE NEED ‘FOREVER CHEMICALS’ FOREVER. WE DON’T 
CARE IF THEY KILL YOU” (28 Mar 2023) 
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e “WORRIED ABOUT COVID? 3M, DUPONT SUED OVER ‘FOREVER 
CHEMICALS” (15 Nov 2022) 


We have long identified the risks that declining sperm counts bring to the continuation 
of the human species. (See “SPERM COUNT FALLS IN MEN ACROSS GLOBE: THE 
END IS NEAR” 22 Nov 2023, “LONGER ON CELL PHONE, LOWER SPERM COUNT” 
1 Feb 2022, “SPERM DOWN FOR THE COUNT, PENISES FALLING SHORT” 30 Mar 
2021 and “THE FUTURE OF HUMAN REPRODUCTION: THE GRIM REAPER” 19 Oct 
2027.) 


Gerald Celente, who has a flip phone that he only carries when traveling, has warned 
for decades that despite scientific evidence showing cell phones to be a serious health 
hazard, even cancer-causing, the industry profiteers would deny it. In fact “Clean 
Phones” was one of our Top Trends for 2016. 


He noted that just as tobacco industry leaders only admitted cigarettes caused cancer 
in the late 1990s despite the overwhelming proof, so too will profiteers deny the 
physical and mental risks of cell phones. 
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by Ben L 


NEW SIGNALS DETECTED IN BRAIN’S WHITE MATTER 


Researchers at Vanderbilt University have found previously undetected signals 
emanating from the human brain’s white matter, opening new pathways for 
discoveries in brain function and, potentially, into novel treatments for illnesses such 
as schizophrenia. 


The brain holds gray matter and white matter in roughly equal proportions. Gray 


matter is made up of nerve cells that receive, process, and send information; white 
matter is the connections among nerve cells that carry those messages. 
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Science knows much more about gray matter than white matter, partly because gray 
matter sends stronger signals. White matter’s signals can be hard to tell apart from 
simple static or background noise caused by the brain’s electrical activity. 


Many studies of the brain have ignored white matter completely, assuming it is largely 
inert and that all meaningful activity happens in the brain cells themselves. 


The Vanderbilt team has been using functional magnetic resonance imaging (fMRI) to 
detect specific signals within white matter that, thanks to their work, are now thought 
to be a key to brain activity. 


To detect and record the signals, the scientists asked test volunteers to undergo 
simple activities, such as wiggling their fingers, while an fMRI machine scanned their 
brains. 


What the scientists saw startled them: when the volunteers wiggled their fingers or 
performed some similarly simple task, white matter lit up throughout the brain, not just 
in the areas carrying messages about finger-wiggling. 


“We don’t know what this means,” Vanderbilt professor of radiology Kurt Schilling said 
in a university press announcement. “We just know that something is happening. For 
25 or 30 years, we’ve neglected the other half of the brain.” 


“The signal is changing,” he added. “It’s changing differently in different white matter 
pathways and it’s in all white matter pathways, which is a unique finding.” 


TRENDPOST: Epilepsy, multiple sclerosis, schizophrenia, and several other brain 
disorders arise because connections among nerve cells are disrupted. Vanderbilt’s 
finding creates an entirely new way to investigate causes and treatments for a range of 
brain-based illnesses. 
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NO PRESSURE! NEW, CHEAPER WAY TO STORE HYDROGEN AS FUEL 


Hydrogen is in the headlines these days as 
a viable fuel for trains, planes, and vehicles 
that run on fuel cells. 


| However, a key roadblock to hydrogen’s 
use is storage: the gas has to be kept 
under high pressure, which not only 
requires a lot of energy to compress it but 


also sharpens the risks of explosions. 


Now researchers at Kyushu University have figured out a way to store and transport 
hydrogen at normal pressures with no risk of blow-ups. 


The group began by looking at enzymes called hydrogenases. 


A hydrogen atom has one proton and one electron. Hydrogenase enzymes have the 
power to separate the two and store them. 


By studying the enzymes’ electrochemical means of achieving that feat, the scientists 
developed a nickel-based compound that can do the same thing. The material can 
store the electrons at room temperature and pressure for at least three months and, 
potentially, for years. 


Similar attempts in the past have been successful only by using exotic metals such as 
iridium, platinum, or rhodium. Using nickel can slash the cost of solid-state hydrogen 


storage. 


The Kyushu group plans to collaborate with industrial partners to refine the storage 
material and reduce its cost and to try to lengthen the storage time and efficiency. 


TRENDPOST: Hydrogen-fueled vehicles are following the same trajectory as electric 
vehicle (EV) development. 
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The drive train was created first; fuel cells have been up and running for decades. 
Widespread commercialization has been delayed by problems with fuel supply. With 
EVs, that’s been batteries that are too expensive and a lack of public, on-demand 
charging stations; with hydrogen, it’s been a lack of transport, storage, and fueling 
stations. 


Both are now being addressed, leading to affordable, long-range EV batteries and 
practical hydrogen fuel systems becoming part of the global energy mix within 10 
years. 


A BETTER WAY TO TURN CARBON DIOXIDE WASTE GAS INTO FUEL 


Several labs are working on different ways 
to turn waste carbon dioxide into engine 
fuel. 


However, they share a problem. 


The usual two-step process transforms the 
gas into a solid by combining it with 
another element, such as carbon to form calcium carbonate. After that, the material 
has to be heated to separate out the carbon dioxide and convert it to carbon 
monoxide as burnable fuel. 


Usually, less than 20 percent of captured carbon makes it all the way through the 
process to become useful as a fuel or feedstock. In addition to needing a lot of 
energy, many of the conversion methods result in materials that are caustic, highly 
flammable, or otherwise hard to handle. 


Now researchers from MIT and Harvard University have collaborated to create a 
process that eliminates the need for heat and shows better than a 90-percent 
conversion efficiency. 
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The group devised a process that converts CO, into formate, a compound of carbon, 
hydrogen, oxygen, and sodium. The solid compound can be used in a fuel cell to 
produce electricity. 


Instead of heating, the method first converts the carbon dioxide gas into liquid metal 
bicarbonate, which is then converted in an electrolyzer to a concentrated powder. 
Electrolyzers use energy but much less than existing conversion techniques. 


The resulting wet material is dried in the sun or in industrial kilns to become the dry 
powder that, mixed with water, brings fuel cells to life. 


The powder can be stored for years, perhaps even decades, without losing its power 
as fuel. 


The lab experiments proving the method at a small scale should find no trouble 
scaling up to use in homes and, later, in industrial and grid-scale storage, according to 
the team. 


TRENDPOST: An industry has grown up around converting waste—from flue gas to 
chicken feathers —into useful products. 


However, most of those new processes lack the infrastructure to collect the waste and 
move it to a processor in an economically practical way. 


One solution is to collocate operations that produce waste that is useful as a feedstock 
for another: build a protein-processing plant near a chicken farm so the feathers can 
be moved less expensively; put plants to process plastics or carbon gas into fuel in 
industrial parks, for example. 


In “The Rust Belt Goes Green” (1 May 2014), we described one such industrial 
ecosystem: The Plant, a Chicago food processing site in which waste from an indoor 
aquaponic vegetable farm becomes raw material for a kombucha brewery. Some of 
the waste is dumped into an anaerobic digester that turns organic materials into 
methane, which fuel the building’s turbine generator. 
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The generator makes electricity to power the vegetable farm’s grow-lights. The 
generator also creates carbon dioxide, which nourishes the farm’s vegetables. Finally, 


spent sludge from the methane digester fertilizes the vegetables. 


As resources become more scarce, this kind of industrial ecosystem will garner more 
attention and entrepreneurs will build more of them. 
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ENGINEERS ARE TRANSFORMING Als FROM ASSISTANTS 
INTO AUTONOMOUS AGENTS 


ChatGPT’s most popular uses so far are as an artist, assistant, brainstorming partner, 
and researcher. However, when engineers at Nvidia, the company making specialized 
Al chips, opened the hood and began tinkering with its engine, they found a much 
more sophisticated and capable entity than they had expected. 


As a demonstration, they taught the chatbot to play Minecraft, one of the world’s most 
popular video games. Before long, the bot became an active citizen of the Minecraft 
realm, building a house, mining gold, hunting pigs, and living a full digital life. 


In the Minecraft world, “it can explore by itself and get better and better at all kinds of 
skills,” Nvidia senior research scientist Linxi Fan told The Wall Street Journal. 


These surprising capabilities are “an early sign that the world’s leading artificial 
intelligence researchers are transforming chatbots into a new kind of autonomous 
system called an Al agent,” according to The Wall Street Journal. 


Al agents don’t merely respond to prompts but can make decisions, initiate actions, 
and use a variety of online tools, often without humans telling them to do so. 


“This is a huge commercial opportunity, perhaps trillions of dollars,” Jeff Clune, a 
former OpenAl engineer and now a computer scientist at the University of British 
Columbia, told the WSJ. “This has a huge upside and huge consequences for 
society.” 


The reason: Al agents could evolve in a relatively few years to do most white-collar 
jobs, experts such as Clune are saying. 


One skill that could help it do that is ChatGPT’s ability to write computer code that will 
enable the bot to interact with other software. 


With an available add-on called a code interpreter, the bot can write code and then 
run the program it has created. In current examples, ChatGPT has used the 
interpreter, combined with its skill in writing code, to edit spreadsheets and turn still 
images into videos. 


“These are projects where Als [are] working with other Als on your behalf,” Ashley 
Llorens, a Microsoft vice president, said to the WSJ. 


A next-generation Al named AutoGPT is moving closer to autonomy. Researchers are 
giving it broadly defined tasks such as “create a company” or “earn some money”. The 
bot then seeks to fulfill the instructions by asking questions — “what is a company?” or 
“how do | earn money?,” for example—then collecting answers from across the 
Internet and pondering those answers to decide what to do next. 


169 


That closely mirrors the kind of work that many white-collar workers do. 


So far, AutoGPT has a tendency to get stuck in loops but researchers such as Fan at 
Nvidia are constantly refining it. 


Eventually, most people will have access to an Al assistant that will do almost 
anything that can be done online, Clune predicted. 


“If Al can do anything we can do, it doesn’t just replace the boring tasks,” he said. “It 
replaces all the tasks.” 


TRENDPOST: With an almost limitless market, Al developers are rushing to make Als 
ever more capable in ever more ways. 


Als’ growing sophistication already has outstripped humans’ ability to anticipate its 
consequences. 


As a result, a period of turmoil lies ahead as companies, policy makers, and individuals 
confront and grapple with the domino-like fallout from widespread Al adoption. 


As we’ve already noted in several previous articles, Al’s proliferation across our 
economic and personal lives will sharpen discussions around guaranteed incomes, job 
retraining, revising public education’s structure and goals, and the full range of human 
activities. 
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HELP WANTED: NEW YORK TIMES SEEKS SENIOR AI EDITOR, SIX-FIGURE 
SALARY 


The New York Times, long known as the 
U.S.’s “newspaper of record,” has 
surrendered to the economic realities of 
newspapering in the 21* century: bots can 
help the bottom line by doing work that 
reporters used to do. 


That’s why The Times is looking for “a 
senior editor to lead the newsroom’s efforts to ambitiously and responsibly make use 
of generative artificial intelligence.” 


In exchange for an annual salary of $180,000 to $200,000, the person hired will “shape 
the vision for how we approach this technology and will serve as the newsroom’s 
leading voice on its opportunity as well as its limits and risks.” 


Among the job’s responsibilities: 


e heading a team of journalists, technologists, and designers that will conduct 
research, develop prototypes, and conduct experiments; 

e deciding which uses of Al the newsroom should prioritize or pursue at all; 

e keeping up to date on Al developments and tools and helping vet possible Al 
engines, including testing them for bias. 


Qualifications for the ideal candidate? 


e “Deep journalistic experience...with the ability to make sound judgments about 
journalistic standards and ethics; 

e technical curiosity and fluency...the ability to code is preferred; 

e experience navigating complex, high-stakes projects; 

e the ability...to prioritize...and make trade-offs” in support of the paper’s Al 
strategy. 
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TRENDPOST: With newspapers in a financial crisis, bots can make papers’ limited 
budgets go further and let papers cover more news. As we noted in “Al As Meetings 
Monitor” (24 Oct 2023), bots already can attend and summarize meetings, so they 
could become the “reporters” at city council, corporate board, and other proceedings. 
They can dig into public records and find details quickly that could take a reporter days 
to find, if ever. 


That would leave human journalists more time to interview sources, integrate 
information, and do the other more sophisticated and intuitive tasks that Al can’t 
do—at least not for a while yet. 


However, the days of a bot being a reporter’s trusty right-hand assistant are a ways 
away: bots still have a habit of making things up and reporters don’t have time to 
check a bot’s every fact for accuracy. 


Also, the Times likely will have to settle for someone willing to learn on the job. Most 
journalists versed in Al are those covering the news; editorial managers have probably 
not used their spare time learning to code or delve deep into Al’s issues. 


The Times is embarking on a crucial experiment: finding a way to use bots that cuts 
costs without compromising the factual accuracy, depth, or analysis of the news being 
reported. 

Other papers will look to the Times to establish procedures and standards, which will 
be a long work in progress marked by mistakes, corrections, and revisions, just as in 


every other field of work. 


It will be a long and messy process. 
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GOODBYE GOOGLE. PEOPLE ARE TURNING TO AI FOR INTERNET SEARCHES, 
WOLF SAYS 


About 13 million American adults are using 
ChatGPT, TikTok, and other Al-powered 
search tools instead of Google, Bing, and 
the usual engines, a number that will grow 
to 90 million by 2027, according to data 
from consulting firm Activate. 


Al is luring users away from conventional 
search engines because it’s able to 
provide more precise and more closely tailored answers, Activate CEO Michael Wolf 
said in a presentation at The Wall Street Journal’s Tech Live conference in late 
October. 


The search industry, with its $100 billion in annual ad revenue, “is up for grabs,” he 
added. 


“Generative Al fundamentally changes the model for search because the results are 
no longer links,” he said. “It serves up your information already packaged and ready to 
use.” 


The more familiar an Al is with a user’s history, the more customized its responses to 
queries will be. 


TikTok will take an early lead, Wolf said, because users spend an average of 54 
minutes a day with it, compared to 49 on YouTube, 33 on Instagram, and 31 on 
Facebook, he pointed out. The more time a user spends on an app, the more data the 
user leaves behind about habits and preferences. 


Google, Bing, and other major search engines are already incorporating Al to help 
hone their responses to queries. However, people are spending more and more time 
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on social media and entertainment platforms, Wolf noted, so they’re likely to use those 
for Internet searches without having to switch to another site. 


The typical American adult spends a staggering 13 hours a day interacting with 
various digital technologies, ranging from tablets and smartphones to social media, 
streaming, and gaming sites, Activate data shows. 


Al also is turning everyone into a content creator, Wolf said. By speaking a few 
sentences into a chatbot, a person can create stories, photos, videos, and other 
works without knowing how to code. 


Among Wolf’s other predictions: 


e By 2027, almost all Americans will have Internet access through their television 
sets, driving greater demand for more content and contributing even more data 
about their habits and preferences to marketing companies. 

e Also by 2027, the typical American will have 5.8 subscriptions to streaming 
services, compared to 4.9 now. 

e With streaming services offering lower monthly fees if viewers are willing to see 
ads, ad revenues among streaming services will grow 25 percent annually over 
the next three years. 


TRENDPOST: Our ability to interact with other humans shrivels in proportion to the 
amount of time we spend devoting our attention to screens, streams, and apps. 
Having a heart-to-heart with a chatbot is not a substitute for human contact, even if 
some of us might prefer it to people. 
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LINKEDIN CREATES ልክ Al TO ANSWER SECURITY QUESTIONS 


LinkedIn, the professional social media 
platform owned by Microsoft, has 
developed an Al that can answer questions 
about whether products, data downloads, 
and other digital tools comply with a 
company’s security policies or pose 
cybersecurity threats. 


The Al, now in testing, can return answers within five seconds, compared to 15 
minutes when humans are tasked with similar questions, and is 90 percent accurate, 
the company says. 


In addition to saving large amounts of time and effort across a business, the Al can 
heighten security against hackers, malware, and other ills, according to Jeff Belknap, 
LinkedIn’s security chief. 


When the clearance process takes more time, impatient employees can skip steps in 
vetting an item’s security, he said. By automating the process and condensing it toa 
few seconds, no steps are missed, he pointed out in a presentation on the new Al. 


Similarly, the new security Al speeds the process of collaboration between 
companies. Normally, security specialists within companies have to exchange lengthy 
questionnaires about their security processes with potential corporate partners. The 
new Al can automate the mutual examination to determine compatibility before the 
day is over. 


When humans carry out the process, “an inconsistent or incomplete answer might 
result in a deal being delayed for weeks or months or falling through,” Belknap said. 


The company is still testing the tool to make sure it’s not falling victim to “Al disease” 
of giving false information and blurting racially or otherwise offensive remarks. 
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BAIDU LAUNCHES RIVAL TO CHATGPT 


i 6: 9 China’s Baidu, which ranks among the 
H al ረ ፻፲ቋሯ world’s top tech firms and operates the 
“ው ._ country’s most popular search engine, has 
= launched an Al that it says will pose 
competition to OpenAl’s iconic ChatGPT. 


The bot’s latest iteration, named Ernie 4.0, 
sports improved comprehension, logic, 
and memory, and is “not inferior” to ChaptGPT, Baidu CEO Robin Li told a public 
event. 


Ernie will become part of Baidu’s search engine and other tools and will be able to 
respond to prompts with text, images, and charts. It also can find an individual frame 
within a video or Summarize an hour-long video in a few seconds, the company 
claims. 


The original Ernie appeared last March as one of China’s first generative Als. China is 
racing to catch up to Western nations in Al development. 


